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STATE OF WISCONSIN VILLAGE OF OCONOMOWOC LAKE WAUKESHA COUNTY 

ORDINANCE NO. __ _ 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND RECREATE SECTION 20.12 
OF CHAPTER 20 OF THE VILLAGE ORDINANCES 

CONCERNING RACES, REGATTAS, SPORTING EVENTS AND EXHIBITIONS 
ON OCONOMOWOC LAKE 

IN THE VILLAGE OF OCONOMOWOC LAKE 

WHEREAS, Chapter 20 of the Ordinances for the Village of Oconomowoc Lake 
establishes regulations concerning Lakes and Beaches; and 

WHEREAS, Section 20.12 of Chapter 20 establishes regulations for Races, 
R~gattas, Sporting Events and Exhibitions on Oconomowoc Lake in the Village of 
Oconomowoc Lake; and 

WHEREAS, the Village aoard finds that it is in the public's interest to revise and 
fully restate the regu)ations in Section 20.12; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed revisions to Section 20.12 have been submitted to the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for its recommendation pursuant to Section 
30.77(3) of the Wisconsin Statutes; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Village Board of the Village of Oconomowoc Lake, 
Waukesha County, State of Wisconsin do ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1: Section 20.12 "Races, Regattas, Sporting Events and Exhibitions" of 
Chapter 20, "Lake·s and Beaches", of the Village of Oconomowoc Lake ordinances is 
hereby repealed and recreated to read as follows: 

(2) 

20.12 RACES. REGAITAS. SPORTING EVENTS AND EXHIBITIONS. 

PERMIT REQUIRED. Except for formally organized sailboat races, whether on 
water or ice, no person shall direct or participate in any boat race, regatta, water 
ski meet or other water sporting event or ~xhibition unless such event has been 
authorized and a permit issued therefore by the director of the Water Safety 
Patrol of the Village. · 

PERMIT. 

a. Permit reque$ts shall be submitted on the form provided by the director of 
the Water Safety Patrol for the Village and shall set forth all of the following: 

i. The name(s) and contact ·information for the person or organization 
sponsoring the event; 

ii. Type of proposed event; 
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iii. Proposed date(s) and time(s) for the event; it . 
iv. The number of participants, tJlUfi.Ns:4 (; 
v. Number and type(s) of watercraft intended to be used; 
vi. Proposed course and/or ar~a of water to be used, 
vii. An acknowledgement and agreement that the applicant will be 

responsible for all police and/or w·ater Safety Patrol costs and· 
expenses incurred by the Village as a result of the event; and 

viii. Such other information as may" reasonably be required by the director 
of the Water Safety Patrol of the Village. 

b. The completed permit request form shall be submitted to the director of the 
Water Safety Patrol for the Village not less than ten (10) business days prior 
to the requested event together with all of the following: 

St-.~ c. 

i. The permit fee established by resolution of the Village Board ·from 
time-to-time; and 

ii. A certificate of insurance ($1,000,000 bodily injury to one person, 
$2,000,000 for injury to more than one person; and $1 ,000,000 for 
damage to property) in a form acceptable to the Village Attorney 
naming the Village of Oconomowoc Lake as an additional insured. 

A permit issued under this section shall specify the course or area of water 
to be used by participants in such events and the permittee shall be required 
to place markers, flags and/or buoys approved by the director of the Water. 
Safety Patrol of the Village designating the specified area. 

S~~~. Permits shall be issued only if, in the opinion of the director of the Water 
Safety Patrol of the Village, the proposed use of water ca!J be carried out 
safely and without danger to or substantial obstruction of the water craft or 
persons using the water. 

e. Permits shall be valid only for the ~). ~. and ~specified therein. 
S'IA.rr, f: -S~C 

(3) RIGHT-OF-WAY OF PARTICIPANTS. Boats and participants in any such 
.permitted event shall have the right-of-way on the marked area and no other 
person shall obstruct such ·area during the race or ~vent or interfere therewith. 

SECTION 2: SEVERABILITY. The several sections of this ordinance are declared 
to be severable. If any section or portion thereof shall be declared by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be invalid, unlawful or unenforceable, such decision shall apply 
only to the specific section or portion thereof directly specified in the decision, and shall 
not affect the validity of any other provisions·, sections or portions thereof of the ordinance. 

. 2 
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The-remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. Any other ordinances 
;.vhose terms are in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed a? to 
those terms that conflict. 

SECTION 3: EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect immediately 
upon passage and posting or publication as provided by law. 

Dated this ~- day of---------' 2007. 

Village of Oconomowoc Lake 

· Richard J. Kneiser, Village President 

ATTEST: --=-:--:--::--:--:-:----------­
Cindy Schlieve, Village Clerk!Treasurer 

3 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN VILLAGE OF OCONOMOWOC LAKE 

ORDINANCE NO.// 'fL 
I 

AJ.i1 ORDINANCE '1'0 CREATE CHAPTER ~0 
ENTITUD LAKES AND BEACHES 

IN THE MUNIClFAL CODE 
FO.R. THE · VILLAGE OF OCONOMOWOC LAKE 

262 : No. 4696· P. 6/ 10 

.WAUKESHA COIJNTY . 

The Village Board of the Village of Oconomowoc La~e, Waukesha 

County, Wisconsin DO ORDAlN AS FOLLOWSl 

SECTION l. All prior oroinances adopted by the Village 

Board of the Village Oconomowoc Lake relat i ng to the rules and 

regulati-on with respect to \-tater traffic, boats, oo~t ing and related 

Wat e.r act. i vit: ies within the Village of oconomowoc Lake are harel:ly 
. . 
repealed and recreate4 a1 followa and shall be entitled Chapter 20, 

Lakes and Beaches of the Mun-icipal Code of the Village of oconomowoc 

~aka t 

ik 
.. :..· ,. 
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20.01 
20.02 
.20.03 
20.04 
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20.11 
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20.14 
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CHAPTEr< 20 

LAKES AND BEACHES 

Applicability and Enforcern~nt 
State Ecating and Water Safety Laws A~opted 
State D•partm~nt of Natural Resources• Rules Adopted 
Speed Restrictions · 
Safe Operation Required 
aaeing Prohibited 
Anohorages and stationary Objects 
Swimming· Regulations 
Waters~iing 
Littering Waters Prohibited 
spear Guns 
Races, Regattas, Sporting' Events and Exhibitions 
Patrol Boats 
Mark~rs and Navigation Aids; Posting Ord~nances 
Boat :Uaunchina 
aesiding on Boats 
Water Safety .ratrol Unit 
Frozen Lakes and Riv&rs 
Penalty 
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·EP fJfJfY8!i/~: 
20.0l APPLICABILITY ANP ENFORCEMENT. (1) APPLIC~BILITY . 

The provisions of this ohs.pter 111hall apply to the water!: ot:· th! 
Oconomowoc River and Oconomowoc Lake within the t•rritor~al 
jurisdiction ot the Village, whether sueh ~aters &re within suoh 
jurisdiction at the time of pa$Bage of this ohapter or are 
aubs•quently added thereto and ~nether or not suoh waters are 
within its jurisdiction for other purposes. 

(2) ENFOlC!MENT. The· provisions of this chapter shall be 
enforced by the Wat~r Safety Patrol of ~he Village. 

20.02 STATE ~O~tHG ~WATER ~ADOPTED. E~cept as 
other~ise specifically ~rovided in this Code, the current and 
future statutory provisions describing and defining regulations 
with re~pect to water traffic, boats, boating and related water 
activities in Chapter 30 of the Wisconsin Statutes, exclusive of 
any provision th~r~in relatina to the penalties to be imposed or 
the punishment. fQr violation o! such statutt~, are hereby 
adopted and by. reference maae part of this chap·ter as if fully 
set forth herein. Any act requir~d to be pe~formed or 
prohibit~d by any current or future statute incorpo~ated herein 
by refereno~ is required or prohibited by this section; Any 
future additions, amendments, reviaions or modifications of the 
currsnt or future ~tatutea incorporated herein are fnten~ed to · 
be made' part of this Code in or4er to secure uniform state wide 
rectula.tion of water traffiC!, boats, boating and relE;lted water 
activities. 

20.03 STATi DEP4RTMEN~ · Q[ NATURAL RESOURCES' RULES ADQI~!U· 
Except as -otherwise specifically provided in this Code, the 
current and future rules . of the State Department of Natural 
Resources describing knd de~ining regulations with respect to 
water traffic, boats, boating and relatad water aotivitie~ in 
Sa~tion N~ S of the Wisconsin Administrative Code are, exclusive 
of any provisions thQrein relating to penalties to be impo~ed or 
the puni1hment for violation of such Administrativa Codes, are 
hereby adopte~ and by reference made part of this chapter as if 
fully set forth herein: Any aet r~quired to be performed or 
prohihite~ by any current or future Administrative Code 
Incorporated her~in by re!!rnee is required or prohibited by 
thiJ ~eetion. Any future additions, am~ndments, r•vitions or 
modifications of the current or future -Administrative Code 
incorporated herein are intended to be made a part of this Cqde 
in ordei to secure uniform state wide regulation of water 
traffic, bo.ats, boating end related wat!lr &ctivi ties. 

20.04 Sl!~ RIST&ICTIQNS. (l) NIGHTTIME. No person shall 
operate a boat at a speed in excess of 10 mph from one hour 
after aunset e~ch d~y until one hour before sunrise of the next 
day. 

(2) SPECIAL L~MITS. A person opera~ing a motorboat shall 
maintain a low rate or speed when wi~hin 150 feet of any 

. lhoreline, person, raft, diving flag, seaplane, anchorage, 
sailbo.at, C'!anoe, · ·rowboat, stationary motorboat or bridge. 

. 2 
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(3) -EXC~P~ION. This section shall not apply to boats 
participating in .authorized raaea over a course laid out and 
cl~arly marked and adequately patrolled. 

20.05 SAFE OPEtAT.QN REOUIREp. No person shall operate/ 
direct or handle a ·boat in such manner as unreasonably to annoy, 
unnecessarily fri~hten . or endanger the occupantl of his or other 
boats. 

. 20.06· ~CING PROHIBITED. No person shall o~erata a 
motorboat in a race or speed contest with· any other motorboat, 

· exeept ap provided in ss. 20.12 of this .chapter. 

20.07 ANCHORAGES ~ STAT~~y OBJECTS (1) MOORING 
LIGHTS ~:EQUIRElJ. No person shall moor or anchor any boat more 
than 150 t~et frorn shoreline· between one hour after sunset &nd 
one hour before sunrise, unles~ there is predominately displayed 
thereon a white light ot sufficient sizs and brightness to be 
visible from ~ny direction for a distance of 1,500 teet on a 
dark night with clear atmospher~, 

(2) RA~S AND BUOYS. No person shall erect or maintain· 
any raft, platfor~ o~ buoy more than 150 feat trom the shore, 
unless it is so anchored that it has at least 10 inch~s of free­
board above the waterline and either is painted white and has 
at tache<i there_ to not less than 12 inches from each corner Qr 
projection a red reelaotor in good condition not less than 
3 inches in diameter or is painted with & band at lea~t 3 inches 
in width ot luminou~ paint &o as to be visible from any 
di:rect_ion . 

. 20.08 SWIMMING REGULATIONS. It is recommended that any 
person swimming mor~ that 150 feet from any shoreline be 
accompanied by a boat for the pro.tection ot ~he swimmer and a~ 
an aid to others in determining his location. Any ·persQn 
swimming- beyond the 150 ·feet limit without accompanying boat 
does eo at his own risk, 

20.og HA:i&SKIING. (1) DISTANCE FROM SWIMMERS/ BOATS, OR 
OTHER OBJgcrs. No ptrJon on water skis, aqua~lane, surfboard or 
similar device shall pass and no per!on operating a ·boat which 
is pulling or -towing such skier or rider shall cause such skier 
or rider to pass within 10·0 ·taet of a swimmer, cliving flag, 
oanoe, rowboat, aailboat, nonoperating motorboat/ raft or pier, 
except in the courte of the skier or rider taking off from or 
landing at such pier. 

{2) HOURS. No parson sha~l operate a boat while towing a 
par11on on w•tar skis, aquaplane, sur:fl:ioard or any aimilar device 
at any time from suns$·t to Junr-ise. 
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(3) FBRSONS IN !OAT. No pe~~on shall operate a boat while 
pulling or towing any person on water skis~ . aquapl&ne, 
surfpoard, or similar ~&viot or permit himself to be towed for 
such purposes, unless there are 2 persons ov~r 12 years of aae 
in ~uch boat an~ the operator of the boat shall maintain a 
forward lookout. 

(~) EXEMPTION FROM SPIED LIMITATIONS. The limitations 
-contained in ss. 20.04(2) of this chapter shall not apply to 
boats towing a person or persons on water skis or similar device 
whila l$aving or approaching the shoreline in a straight line or 
as nea·rly as practicable at right angles to auch 11horelin.e. 

20.10 LITTERING WATERS PROHIBITED. No person shall 
deposit, plaoa or throw from any shore, -boat raft, piar, 
platform or similar -structure any can&, piper, -bottles, debris, 
garbage, solid or liquid ~aste, including hum&n wasta, into -the 
water; into or upon the shore, rafts or piers; or onto tht ic•. 

20.11 SP!A! GVNS. No person shall have in his possea~ion 
any load~d spear gun ~n or on the w~t~r, ice or shoreline. 

20.12 !ACES, RSGATTAS, SPORTING EVENTS AND EXHIBITIONS. 
(1) PER.MI'r REQUIRED. Exoept f.or forma;lly organized sailboat 
races, whether on wate~ or ice, no person shall dire~t or . 
participate in any boat raoe, regatta, water ski meet or oth~r 
wa t~r· sporting event or exhibition, unle.sa sudh tv en t has been 
authorizad and a permit issue~ therefor by the director of the 
Water Safety Patrol of the Villa~a. 

(2) PERMIT. A permit is5uec1 unaer this section shall 
specify the course or area of water to be u~ed by particip~nts 
in such events and tha permittee shall be required to place 
me.rktrs, flags or buoy approved by _- the d.irector of the Water 
Saf~~y Pa.tt-ol of the_ Village desi~nating t~e. specified. a~e~~..i~ e 
Permlts shall be issued only if, 1n th& op~n~on of the d~rector, 
th~ proposed use of water can be carried out ~~fely and without 
danger to or substanti~l obatruction of the watercraft or 
P*r•on• us_ing the water.· Permits shall bt valid only for the 
hours and areaa specified therein. The f~e for issuing any 
permit. hereunder shall ba $2. 

{3) . ~IGHT-OF-WAY OF PARTICIPANTS. Boats and participants 
in any such permitted e~ent shall have the right-of-way on the 
marked area and no othQr parson shall obstruct su~h area during 
the race or event or interfere therewith. · 

(4) INCO~PO~TION OF CH. 12. The provisions ot ~~. 12.02 
and 12.11 of this Code of O~d.inanct· shall apply to permits · 
issu~d htrtunder. 

20.13 - PATR.OL BOATS. ( l} .EXCEPTION P'OR. Sections 20, 04 
and 20.11 of this chapter ;hall not apply to boats ot . the Water 
Safety Patrol of the -Village while on patrol or rescue duty nor 
·to m~mPers of such patrol while engag~d in ~uch duties. 
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(2) TRAFFIC RUI..ES. Boats of the W~ter Sa.fety Patrol shall 
have the right-of -w~y over all other boats when th~it sire~ is 
being sounded. 

20 .·14 . tJAE&I~§ Am?, NAVIGATION AIDS r POSTINQ O&PINANCB;S. 

(l) DUTY OF DIRECTOR. Th~ director of the Water Safety · 
Patrol is authorized and directed to place and maintain ~uitable 
markers, navigation aids and signs in such water areas or on 
such ice are&$ &she shall deem appropriate to advisa . the public 
of the provi sions of thi! chapter and to po~t prominentlY· and 
maintain a oopy of this chapter and all amendments hereto at all 
public access points within th~ jurisdiction of the Village. 

(2) STANDARD MARKERS. The markers placed by the director 
or . any. other ~~rson upon the wat~rs or ice shall coroply with th~ 
regul&tions of the Department of Natural ~esouroes, 

(3) INTERFERENCE WITH MARKERS PROHIBITED. No person 
_shall without authority remove, damage or destroy or mbor or 
attach any boat to any buoy, beaoon or marker placed in the 
waterB or on tha ice by 1;he authority ot. ·the United Stat.61s, 
State, Village or by any private person pursuant to the 
provision _of this chapter. 

20.l5 BOAT LAUNCHING. (1) . No person shall launch any 
boat into the waters subject to this chapter except as !ol~ows: 

(a) 

{b~ 

(c) 

From a public boat launehing faeility owned and 
operated. by the Village and so designated an~ 
marked by the Director of the Water Safety Pat~ol. 

From a commercial boat . launch facility. 

From a private property by the owner th~reof or 
with his express permission. 

(2) All persons launching any boat at any ·public boat 
launching facility owned and operated by the Villaae an~ all 
persons parking any vahiele ~t any public' boat launching owna~ 
1nd operateQ by the Village shali pay a launching/parking fee as 
set by the Village. 

(~) The fee schedule shall be set by separate 
resolution of the Village Board. · 

(b) Resident• of the Village of Oconomowoc Lake shall 
be exernpt~frorn fees for launching/parking at the 
publi6 boat launching upon aatisfaetory ~root ot 
residency. The Village may issue stickers or 
other evidenee of resid~ncy for this purpose. 

{c) It an atten~ant is on duty at the public ~oat 
launching facility, launching/parking fees shalL 
be paid to th~ attendant prior to launching. 
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If no atten~~nt is on duty at the public launch 
•ite, tho boat launching/parking fee shall be- paid 
pursuant to the directions at the site, 

· (3) vse of tha public boat launching facility ahall be 
limite~ to vehicles and/or vehicle-trailer combinations parkad 
in designated parking · spaces in the parking area. Launching· of 
boats shall be prohibited if, at the time of launching, all 
parking stall• at the public boat launching taoility are 
occupieo~ at the discretion of the VillaQe, a public boat 
launching facility may be used for launching boats kept 
seasonally on Oconomowoc Lake without corresponding use of the 
parking a.rea, Parking of v.ehicles and/or vehicle-trailer 
combinations shall ha· prohibited if all parking stalls at the 
public boat launching facility are occupied. 

. (4) Use of the parking area at a public boat launching 
facility ~hall be limited to vehicles and/or vehicle- trailer 
combinations using the launch site for the purpoBe of launching 
boats and which nave paid the required boat laun~hing fee. 

(5) Failure ·eo comply with th~ requirement• ot this 
section shall subject the violator to penalties ~s set forth in 
cha·pter 25 of this Code, 

20.16 F.·!SIOING QH .POATS. No· person shall use or occupy .• 
temporarily or permanently, any boat on the waters subject to 
this chapter as a dwelling or re~idenoe. 

20.17 W~TER SAFETY PA'l'ROI, ~. · (l) CREATION. There is 
hereby created as a division of the Police Departmant a water 
satety patrol unit, which shall be known as the Water Safety 
Patrol or the Village~ 

'(2) OUTI!S. 'l'he··water Safety Patrol shall enforce all 
ordinances of the Village now existing or hereafter enacted 
which regulate water traffic, boating, water sports, se~planea 
or the use or op•ration o~ boats and other craft, including 
motor vehicles, on ic~bo'und waters. 

(3) OFFICERS OF PATROL; DIRECTOR. The oftieers of the 
Water Safety Patrol shall b~ the offioers of the Police 
Department or· suah of t ·hem as shall from time to time be 
asiigued to such patrol by the Chi~f of ~olice of the .Villa.ge. 
The direotor ot such patrol shall be the Chiet of Police. 

· (4) EQUIPMBN'I'. Tne Water Safety Patrol ~hall be furnished 
with apd maintain a fully equipped patrol boat tor the execution 
ot its duties . 

20.1S FROZEN ~~~~ ~RIVERS. (1) ICE FISHING. No 
person shall m~ke or cause to be ma4e any hole more than 
12 inches in 4iam•ter or more than one square foot in area for 
the ~urpose of fishing through the ice on any portion of the 
lakes adjacent to or within the Village and under the jurisdic­
tion of the Villag8. 
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(2) D~IVING AND PARKING VEHICLES ON THE IC&. No person 
shall ~rive . or permit to ba drivan any automobile· or truck upon 
the ice on any portion of the lakes or other wat&r adjacent to 
or within the Village and under the jurisdiction of the Village 
at any time, except upon a permit issued· by the Chief of Police 
upon application showing that there is some urgent reason or 
nE.\$d tber~for, 

20.20 PENALTX. (l) Expect as otherwilt provided, ~ny 
person found in violation of any provision of this chapter ~r 
any order, rule or regulation made hereunder shall be subject to 
a p~nalty as provided in 55, 25.04 of this Code of Ordinanees. 

(2) Any office-r arresting a person for violation of any 
provision of this chapter who is unable to bring the arrested 
p$rson before the Oconomowoc cou~t without unnecessary delay 
shall per~it such person to make a money deposit as ~rovided in 
ss. 30.76 Wis. stats~ such deposit shall be m~de to the Village 
police he~dquarters. 
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SECT ION 2. SE:VEAABlLI'l'Y. 'l'he sever al sact ion! of t.hi s. 

ordinance are declared to be severable. If any section or portion 

thereof s~all be declared by a decision of a court of competent 

jurisdiction to be i~valid, unlawful, or unenforQeable, such 

decision shall appl~ only to the specific section or portion thereof 

directly specified in the decision, and not affect the validity .. of 

all other provisions, sections, or portions thereof of the ordinance 

which shall remain in full ~orce and effect. Any other ordinances 

whol5e terms are in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance 

are hereby rep,eal·ed 1!8 to those terms that conflict. 

SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall taXe 

effect immediat~ly upon passage and posting or publication as 

providecl by law. 

Passed and adopted this / P day Of _ _,.,za:......:;- ·~A;~~;./~?·(~-~+=) _, 1991. 

BY THE VILLAGE BOARD OD' THE 
VILLAGE OF OCONOMOWOC LAKE: 

Ba~~~SIDEm 

TOTFL P.10 


