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Presentation Notes
Wisconsin water resources programs work in concert with one another to achieve interconnected program goals related to monitoring, assessments, planning and implementation. This presentation covers the interconnections between relevant programs that lead to DNR’s ability to summarize water condition in a cohesive presentation.



Interrelated Program Activities 
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The programs within the water quality bureau work closely to share expertise on mutual goals. Examples include: Review and update of water quality standards – Triennial Standards Reviews & Rule UpdatesThe Monitoring Strategy 2015-2020, a multi-program integrated document addressing program needs for condition data.Creation and management of the Wisconsin’s Consolidated Assessment and Listing Methodology (WisCALM) which provides the rules for condition determinations for Clean Water Act Reporting.Data management systems and data sharing tools – entering and managing monitoring, assessment and narrative summary data for sharing with partners and the public.Examples include the Surface Water Data Viewer, the Watershed Viewer, TMDL Webpages, and more.Recommendations for restoration and management work must flow to programs that can allocate funds for those activities, such as the rivers, lakes, and runoff programs an partners.
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Here is an example of the inter-connected nature of the way monitor, analyze results, write reports, and assess water condition to share with federal agencies, partners and the public.  All these activities interconnect with partner activities and feed into those systems as all as learn from the information and data gathering by partners. 



Monitoring  Assessments  Plans  Restoration 

Water Planning in Wisconsin 
• Areawide Water Quality Management  Planning 
• DATCP:   County Land & Water Plans  Nine Key Plans 
• Regional:  Cooperative WQ Programs with RPCs, Counties 
• Partners:   Nine Key Element Plans 
• TMDLs:  Stakeholder Teams, Sector Technical Specialists 
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Wisconsin WQ Planning is not just about meeting federal requirements and conducing our own work it’s about receiving and sharing information from partners including volunteer monitoring partners, businesses, utilities, and nonprofit groups that gather information and wish to conduct projects such as Runoff management Grants, River and Lake Protection grants, etc. Today’s Reality:Fewer resources & people, new ideas & programs, changing technology, changing needs for clean watersheds�Streamlining processes Maximize efficiencies Create tools to share dataSeek out partnership opportunities



WQM Plan Connections 
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State and Federal Reporting on Water Condition and Fiscal Needs 
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Monitoring Projects  known areas of interestDrive WQ Planning areas.Clean Water Act Water Quality Report to Congress (Integrated Reporting Process) general condition and impaired waters list. Supports Impaired Waters Listings Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs)Gather background data for Nine Key Element Plans County, Nonprofit, or Regional Planning CommissionIdentifies potential grant areas – Runoff, Lakes, Rivers, and others – planning, management, protection and restoration
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Finally, this figure shows how monitoring relates to assessments, and the various planning activities in the state, which fulfill and drive restoration and protection priority work, programs and projects and reporting at the federal level, all with the goal of moving “initial conditions” to “improved conditions”. 
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