The Barnes AIS Committee and the Friends of The Eau Claire Lakes Area Lake Association Were Jointly Given the State of Wisconsin’s Invader Crusader Award

For 2017

Ted Eastlund

The Wisconsin Invasive Species Council has awarded one of its 2017 Invader Crusader Awards to the Town of Barnes Aquatic Invasive Species Committee and the Friends of the Eau Claire Lakes Area in Barnes and Gordon. 

During the September 19 meeting of the Town of Barnes Board, Chair Chris Webb presented the  2017 Invader Crusader Award to the AIS Committee and the Friends of Eau Claire Lakes Area and  explained that they were given the award jointly  in recognition of their development of the BAISS boat for harvesting invasive aquatic species and FOECLA’s Lake Ecology Education Program.  
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Representatives from Barnes AIS Committee & Friends of the Eau Claire Lakes Area.

From left to right: Dave Pease, Cris Neff, Lee Wiesner, Sally Pease, Carl Heltne, Ted Eastlund, John Loughren, Andy Teal, Rick Matila, Carol LeBreck , Jim Krook (behind Carol Lebreck), Dave Gardner, Diane Menard,  Pat Johnston (behind D. Menard), Bart Mueller,  Diane Rupnow, Bob Cochrane, Ingemar Ekstrom, Terry Kohlberg, Gerald (Gus) Gustafson

The 12-member Wisconsin Invasive Species Council was created by the Wisconsin Legislature to assist the Department of Natural Resources in establishing a statewide program to control invasive species. It annually gives Invader Crusader Awards, honoring Wisconsin citizens and organizations for their significant contribution to prevent, control or eradicate invasive species that harm Wisconsin’s lands, waters, and wetlands.
The award is given for “exemplary efforts” at collaboratively addressing issues surrounding the recognition, control and prevention of aquatic invasive species 

According to Bayfield County’s AIS Coordinator Andrew Teal, a main reason the award was given was for the construction, funding and operation of the Barnes AIS Committee’s innovative Barnes Area Invasive Species Suction (BAISS). Constructed by volunteers, the Town of Barnes AIS Committee volunteers staff and maintain their unique BAISS boat for removal of AIS and operate it with volunteer deckhands and paid divers as needed. It became fully functional in 2017 initially for removing growing patches of curly-leaf pondweed from Middle Eau Claire Lake. During June it operated 5 days a week 730-1130AM, staffed by a paid diver and three volunteer deckhands.

It is the only diver assisted suction harvester of AIS operating in the region

Since its inception, the Town of Barnes AIS Committee has worked to monitor and control aquatic invasive species by chemical, mechanical, and biological means.  

The Town of Barnes AIS Committee has acquired many grants over the years to treat and monitor Eurasian Water Milfoil in several lakes in the area.  It has maintained broad community support and excellent relationships and partnerships with Bayfield County and the Wisconsin DNR. It has AIS surveillance and prevention programs and a rapid response team to address newly found patches of AIS.

The award was given also in recognition of FOECLA’s innovative and successful approach to invasive species prevention, management, and education. FOECLA volunteers have been proactive for years in educating the public about AIS. In 2014 it hosted an AIS Conference for the public and regional AIS professionals. It helped get the region’s first AIS treatment grant and helped create and provides a large presence on the Town of Barnes AIS Committee, providing financial support for the development of the uniquely-designed and constructed Barnes Area Invasive Species Suction Boat. 
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FOECLA also created and carries out the Lake Ecology Education Program (LEEP) for youth, whereby 30 or so 7th graders from Drummond Middle School participate in 11 classroom wet-labs and two day-long lake field trips annually, resulting in students who are not only aware of AIS and causes of its spread but have identified previously undocumented AIS in one lake and also have  become future stewards of our lakes and streams. Following LEEP training, students have presented in a panel discussion format at events to showcase their LEEP invasive species knowledge for other middle school students. One LEEP student took first place in her category in the Northwoods Invasive Species Poster Contest.

FOECLA aids in recruiting volunteers, as needed and requested, for the Barnes AIS Committee’s Clean Boats-Clean Waters program (boat landing monitors), AIS surveillance program (shoreline monitors) and AIS rapid response team to control new AIS (including BAISS Boat staff). 

Over the years, its volunteers have monitored and periodically treated patches of purple loosestrife at the Lower Eau Claire Lake’s channel to Cranberry Lake and have tentatively eradicated it with the use of beetles that only eat loosestrife. They were grown and applied locally by Cranberry Lake’s Cindy and Bill Patza assisted by Bayfield county (loosestrife monitoring, treatment  and removal) and DNR (beetle culture and application).

. 

TE 9 15 2017

