Canoe Portage and Boating Safety information at the Dam

Petenwell Canoe Portage Important Information for Boaters

A flashing red light is a warning that a flood gate
is open. All boaters should always stay at least 300
feet upstream rom the dam. For added safety, a re-

Watch for the following signs at the Petenwell

S cam:

: straining caale with orange floats and regulzatory warm-
| ing buoys has been installed, as shown on the above
drawing. The cable is installed aller spring breakup
and ie removed in late October. This cable spans the
upstream powerhouse intake area anc the gate sec-
tion. Anchoring to the cable, except for emergencies,
is prohibited.

Similar cable and flpats have been installed just
downstream from the turbine discharge area. These
hydra uniis are remoete controlted and can come on
withoul waming. Sate boating procedures are a must,
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DANGER

Hydrogenerator will start automaticaliy
and without warning, causing dangerous

water currents and surges.

Keep your boat at 2 safe distance from
powerhouse and dam.

Wisconsin River Power Company

especially near dams!

Because Petenwell is 2 flowage, it naturally be-

comes more shallow further upriver. The waters aliso
conceal shallows in other unexpected areas, even
long distances from shore. The notthern portions of
the Wisconsin River and Yellow River areas of the
flowage, as well as the west shore south of the rail-
road bridge, also have shaliow, stumpy areas. There-
fore, procead with caution.

Boaters may occasionally encounter tioating debris
from upriver or which broke ioose from the shareline.
f the debris poses a water hazard, please mark it
and notify the power campany.

WARNING
Baoating beyond barriers is prohibited.
Anchoring to cable is prohibsted.

As authorized by [-ederal Energy
Regulatory Commission.
Wisconsin River Power Company

Fadatal Energy Regulazory Commission
License #7984

Telephone: 60B/565-7961 or 715/422-3722.
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Flowage Statistics and Water Levels

Surface Area. ... ... . ... ...23,040.00 Acres
NetHead ............. ... .... covnn .. 41.00 Fest
Maximum Hydrogeneration ........... 22,000.00 KW
NMaximum Flow Through Units 7,400.00 CFS
Maximum Heecorded Flow .. ... ... ... 57,000.0C CFS

Miaximum Spring Eievation ............. 924.90 Feet

Maximum Recreation Season
Elevation ....... .. . ...

Minimur Recreztion Geason
Hevation ................. ...

Maxirum Winter Drawcown
Elevation . ... ... .. .. ..., 418.90

NMormal faftwater Elovation .. ... ... e 88190

Maximum Recorded Tailwater
Elevation . ............. .. . . ..., 891.20

ceee.. 923,90

e ee... 92290

NOTE - Alf elevations are accarding to United States
Coast and Geodetic Survey (USC&GS),
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Flowage Map

This Petenwell Flowage area base map, while
representing the best information currently available
to the Wisconsin River Power Company (WRFPCo.},
shauld not be relied upon entirely by those using flow-
age waters and land far fishing, baating, swimming,
hiking and other recreational activities. Ingividuals
must use extreme caution because of the size, com-
plexity, and constantly changing conditions af Gastle
Rack Flowage. The information on the map is a com-
posite of United States Coast and Geodetic Survey
(USC&GS) data and underwater coniour data pro-
vided by the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
(UW-SP) and the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources (DNR).

Persons desiring more information or wishing to
report particular incidents or condilions abserved on
Petenwell Flowage may contact a WRPCo. repre-
santative at Wisconsin Rapids, WI. Telephone:
715/422-3722.

Origins

The Petenwell Flowage consists of 23,040 acres
and is the second largest inland body of water in Wis-
consin. it was built in the late 1340s for hydroeleciric
generation and flood control. The flowage is on Wis-
consin’s Central Plain or Gentral Sand, the ancient
hed of Glacial Lake Wisconsin that was a prehistoric,
one-million-acre body of water.

The Wisconsin River

The Wisconsin River is the hardest warking river
in the nation. From its headwaters on the Wisconsin-
Michigan border in Lac Vigux Desert, it falls more
than 1,000 fest on its 500-mite journey through the
state, before emptying into the Mississippi River at
Prairie du Chien.

Since the Ice Age. the mighty river has scoured
gorges and cut great rapids and waterfalls, whose
roar has been replaced by the hum of turbines and
waterwheels at 26 hydroelectric dams. The energy
generated each year would supply the electrical
neads of every home in Madison for a year.

The Wisconsin, long notorious for devasting floods,
is now partially controlled by 21 reservoirs (flowages)
on the river. Each reservoir is lowerad prior to spring
rurtofl in anticipation of high water when spring break-
Up begins.

The Petenwell Dam and the Castle Rock Dam {its
sister dowrtriver) are unigue, because they are built
on sand and were the tirst such projects undertaken
in the United States. The concrete dams are classi-
Hed as “floating-type construction™ with imbadded
cutoff walls that penetrate deep into the glacial
sands, permanently ancharing them.
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Conditions Vary Greatly

Priot ta construction of the Petenwell Dam, the
lake bed was farmland, prairie, and forested knolls
and was bisected by the meandering Wisconsin River,
As with most man-made flowages, Peterwell i3
relatively shallow and quickly becomes turbulent on
windy days. Bottom conditions and depths vary con-
siderably. Boaters are urged to become familiar with
this map betore any activity on the flowage.

Open to the Public

Since flowage establishment, most of WRPCO.'s
surrounding land has been open to the public for
Hunting, fishing, hiking, nature observation, skiing,
and other recreational activities. Also, several 40-
acre blocks have been dedicated as school forests.
The flowage's namcesake, Petcnwell Rock, 15 just
downriver from the dam and has been conveyed 10
the state to ensurg preservation as a geological
landmark. WRPCo. has cntercd lcasc agrecments
with Juneau and Adames counties for outthc parks
and has shared the cost of developing plans for park
growth and improvements.

The power company has ¢opened selected portions
of its east dike to public use for fishing, hiking, and
naturg observation, on a irial basis. Hunting and trap-
ping arg not parmitted. The area offers good views of
the flowage and some bank fishing. Located in Adams
County in the Town of S'rongs Prairie, this area
strelches north of Chicago Drive and east of 21st
Avenlue.

Parking for the east dike is avzilable at the north
end of 21st Avenue. Absclutely no vehicular trallic is
permitted on the dike system. Campfires and
overnight camping are also prohibitec.

Persans wha have special interasts in visiting closed
nortions of the dike system and related wildlife areas
should contact WRPCeo. for more information.

Wildlife Protection

The power company has cooporated with the Wis-
consin DNR in establishing a trout fishery in portions
of the Patenwell ditch sysiem and in arection of
osprey nasting platforms and wood duck nests. The
backwaters and sloughs immediately below Potenwgll
Lam, a faverite winter refuge for bald sagles, have
been designated as a wildlife refuge by the power
company. In cocperation with the DNR, the Federal
Energy Regulaiory Commission (FERG), and UW-
SF, WRPCo. has completed a management plan
for this area. A walking trail through portions of the
area is apen to the public from May 1 to October 1.
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Forest Management

Professionai forasters manage farest iand surround-
ing the Petenwell Flowage for susiained timber
production. More than 2.000 acres of marginal farm-
land have been forested, and over two million pine
trees have been planted.

Good Fishing Opportunities

The flowage offers some of the Wisconsin River’s
best fishing. Locally known fishing “hot spots’ include
Devil's Elbow, the mouwth of Fourteen Mile Creek,
Barmum Bay, and Strongs Prairne. These areas
provide abundant underwater structure and harbor
¢good concentrations af fish.
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Water Levels Fluctuate

The primary purpose of the Patenwell Flowaqge
1S to store water that creates a water head (height) to
produce electricity as it passes (drops) through the
hydroturbines at the dam.

Flood control is another purpose. Flood control is _ Recommended Access Route Imnroved Access : ,
accomplished by an annual drawdown that begins in = B 3oar Lo Ramp Wayside Park Plark Hiil Ramp
February. The drawdown can be as much as five feet : Wisconsin River Channel Unimproved Access _
but is governed by the amaunt of water in the snow- o N5 installed Launch Ramg Petenweil Powerhouse and Landing o drd Sireet Ramp
cover in the state’s northern section. The flowage is dam —
refilled as the snow melts, normally beginning in iate ;_ A P doater (oncessions gﬁnrurm Ltandmg Beware of Arinerig Landirg
March. By May 1, the flowage must be full and at nor- = ... : Water Depth: [-5 _, allow Water |
mal summer levels. Between June 15 and winter SEa _ Y Beach Van Kuren Trail Petenweil Yeterans Park
freeze, the headwater elevation fluctuation is limited : E Water Depth: 5'-10 .
to a maximum of one foot. _ o . : 5 -

; IR Water Dopth: 1020 Restrooms Bighorn Access . Denotes Location
Federal License S— Water Deott: > 20 Hicnic Barnum Bay

The Petenwell Dam is operated by the WRPCo. : v arer Deptt > |
under licenses from the FERC and the DNR. The : : Camping | Twin Lakes
federal license provides control over flowage oper- - Special Recreation Area Note: WRPCo. does not allow

ations and requires that the company culiine an over- Sailing Cantar Chester Creek any off-road vehicles on its

all land use and recreation plan that provides for full Park Sites

lands except on designated

ublic utilization of the waters and land. h I {- - . '
Euas submitted to the FEFIG in Au%uastﬁ;?;camaj E;Z : 3 Walking Trail Qbservation Tower Wood County Day Use Arga access roads.

approved April 30, 1981,
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Source: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 608-266-2621
Petenwell Flowage — Adams County, Wisconsin DNR Lake Map

Date — Apr 1981 - Historical Lake Map - Not for Navigation
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