
GEOGRAPHIC & WATER RESOURCE INFORMATION FOR WATERSHEDS  
Applicants may look up geographic and water resources information required to complete 
this application on the DNR’s Surface Water Data Viewer (SWDV). The SWDV provides 
information about water resources; i.e., watershed name, watershed code, impaired waters 
and areas of special natural resource interest (ASNRI). The following instructions will help 
you identify the map layers needed to fill out your application. If you need additional help, 
please contact your Regional NPS Coordinator listed at 
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/nonpoint/NPScontacts.html.  

Go to the Surface Water Data Viewer. 

1. Use either the Find Location tab followed by the Find Location tool, or the Zoom In 
tool to go to the project area. 

2. Once in the project area, click on the Show Layers tool and select the following layers 
as needed to complete your application:  

a. Base Maps > cities, roads & boundaries; surface water; air photos; and digital 
topographic maps 

b. Surface Water > 24K Hydrography  
c. Watershed Boundaries > Hydrologic Units > 12 digit HUCs  
d. Assessments & Impairments > 303(d) listed Impaired waters  
e. Priority Navigable Waterways > Areas of Special Natural Resource Interest 
f. Clean Water Act Standards & Uses > O/ERW Waters 
g. Permits & Determinations > Navigability determinations (not all streams have 

been assessed) 
h. Wetlands & Soils > Wetland Inventory; Wetland Indicators (use both) 

3. Use the Point Identify tool to get attribute information related to the site for each 
map layer open. Click on the Identify button and then on the map location you are 
interested in to view information about that point. 

4. The results will appear on the left side. You can scroll to see all the data or choose to 
print it. If you do not see the necessary information on the left of the screen, you 
probably need to zoom in more.  

5. To find the associated latitude and longitude of a point, click on the map; to the far 
right on the tools bar the coordinates of the clicked location will appear.  

 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/nonpoint/NPScontacts.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/SurfaceWater/swdv
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