
Public Comments on Wisconsin’s Draft 2026 Water Condition Lists 
A public comment period for Wisconsin’s Draft 2026 Water Condition Lists was held from February 16th to March 
18th, 2026. Comments are reproduced here in their entirety. Wisconsin DNR responded to all comments received 
on March 25th, 2026; those responses can be found here.  
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Environmental Protection Agency, Region V 
1. PFAS: WDNR's website shows that Fourth Lake also has a fish consumption advisory for PFAS. Why isn't 

Fourth Lake listed as impaired for the fish consumption designated use like the other lakes in the Moen 
Chain of Lakes with advisories? 
 
ATTAINS Database corrections 

2. EPA also provided several lists of waterbodies whose details in the ATTAINS database do not match 2026 
the Draft Impaired Waters Lists, listed below.  

Waterbody Name EPA Assessment Unit ID 
Allen Creek   WI10010031 
Center Br Hefty Creek   WI10002815 
Center Br Hefty Creek   WI10045882 
Center Br Hefty Creek   WI10045883 
Clear Lake   WI10001485 
Fish Creek   WI10027788 
Honey Creek   WI10008002 
Honey Creek   WI10045886 
Kewaunee River   WI10025677 
Long Trade Lake   WI10005131 
Loveless Lake   WI10006711 
Mississippi River (Reach 1)   WI10008954 
Mississippi River (Reach 4)   WI10008952 
Neenah Slough   WI10000842 
North Spirit Lake   WI10008722 
Otter Creek   WI10045862 
Otter Creek   WI10045863 
Pike Lake   WI10003621 
Platte River   WI10279449 
Platte River   WI10045860 
Platte River   WI10045861 
Poskin Lake   WI10004479 
Rice Lake   WI10004576 
Round Lake   WI10005130 
Shannahan Valley Creek   WI10026085 
Sheboygan River   WI10008190 
South Branch Pike River   WI10008073 
Spring Lake   WI10009334 
Unnamed   WI10045169 
Wood Lake   WI10005159 

 



Green Lake Association 

 











 



Leo A. Kucek 
From: Leo Kucek <lakucek@ati-ae.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2026 8:50 PM 
To: DNR WY Waterbody Assessments <DNRWYWaterbodyAssessments@wisconsin.gov> 
Cc: Chenevert, Justin M - DNR <Justin.Chenevert@wisconsin.gov> 
Subject: Public Comments: Wisconsin's Draft 2026 Water Condition Lists 
 
Good evening, 
 
Regarding Wisconsin's Draft 2026 Water Condition Lists I have two sets of comments and questions during the 
public comment period: 
 
Most sections of the Fox River in Waukesha, Racine, and Kenosha Counties are not listed as being impaired in the 
CWA 303(d) list. However, we do not see these sections being delisted. What is the impairment status each 
section of the Fox (Illinois) River? 
  
For the forthcoming FoxIL TMDL, will the TMDL allocations be protective of waters included in the 303(d) list, 
waters delisted, and all other waterways and water bodies within the FoxIL TMDL watershed? Will the Department 
view waters not listed as impaired as being suƯiciently protected by the FoxIL TMDL allocations,  and in which ways 
will these protections (of waters not listed as being impaired) be diƯerent as compared to prior TMDLs (e.g., Rock 
River TMDL)? 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
Leo A. Kucek, P.E. 
Applied Technologies, Inc.  
 

Linda Szramiak, Turtle Lake Improvement and Protective Association 
From: Linda <lszramturtle@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2026 6:09 PM 
To: Chenevert, Justin M - DNR <Justin.Chenevert@wisconsin.gov> 
Subject: Turtle Lake, Walworth County impairment list re-consideration 

To: Justin Chenevert, Waterbody Assessment Coordinator  
 
I respectfully request reconsideration of the decision to designate Turtle Lake in Walworth County as an impaired 
waterbody. 
  
After discussion with both Justin Poinsatte of the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission and 
Heidi Bunk of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, I strongly believe that Turtle Lake was 
inappropriately placed on the impaired waters list. 
  
When I first saw our lake listed, my immediate reaction was that it must have been an error. I was both shocked 
and disappointed to learn that Turtle Lake had been added to the list. Over many years serving as President of the 
Turtle Lake Association and overseeing aquatic plant management, all reports consistently indicated that our 
aquatic plant community was healthy. 
  
Since 2009, Turtle Lake’s aquatic plant community has been surveyed by the WDNR thirteen times. Our most 
recent aquatic management plan was completed in 2025. These surveys and planning eƯorts have consistently 
demonstrated that we are managing the lake responsibly and eƯectively. 



  
Our association has worked closely with the WDNR for years to manage aquatic plants. Since 2019, our 
membership made the intentional decision not to use chemical treatments for aquatic invasive species. Instead, 
we have prioritized environmentally responsible management strategies, particularly Diver Assisted Suction 
Harvesting (DASH), which has proven successful in controlling invasives while maintaining ecological balance. 
  
Additionally, our association actively educates lake residents about responsible stewardship. We encourage 
practices such as avoiding fertilizer use near the shoreline, maintaining healthy septic systems, and taking 
precautions to prevent the spread of invasive species. These eƯorts reflect our long-standing commitment to 
protecting and maintaining a healthy lake ecosystem. 
  
Turtle Lake will continue to monitor its aquatic plant community and work collaboratively with the WDNR. Our 
long-term goal remains the preservation of a balanced and healthy lake environment. 
  
Given this history of responsible management and positive monitoring results, I respectfully request that the 
department reconsider and remove Turtle Lake, Walworth County, from the impaired waters list. 
  
Thank you for your time and consideration. Please feel free to contact me for any additional information.  
Linda Szramiak  
Turtle Lake, Walworth County  
Turtle Lake Improvement and Protective Association  
Wisconsin Extension, UWSP, Crew 10 
 

Pat Malcolm 
From: Pat Malcolm <pmalcpoet@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, February 16, 2026 10:13 AM 
To: DNR WY Waterbody Assessments <DNRWYWaterbodyAssessments@wisconsin.gov> 
Subject: Water body biennial reporting 

DNR itself has lists of water bodies aƯected by PFAS/PFOS, including those safe for swimming and fishing. This 
information must be rolled into standards and reporting. While remediation of these forever chemicals is now not 
possible, their presence must be accounted for. If that means Wisconsin is holding water quality to a higher 
standard than EPA, so be it. Our people deserve no less. I also suggest that the DNR undertake more vigorous 
posting of waters aƯected by PFAS/PFOS, including no swimming for people or pets, washing hands after coming 
in contact with waters, no fishing and/or fish consumption guidelines, personal flotation device wearing required in 
polluted waters and other protective rules. Postings should be at every entry point or, for personal piers, at street 
and shore at reasonably close intervals.  

Thank you for requesting public comment. 

Pat Malcolm (she/her) 

  



Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission

 





 



Wisconsin Paper Council and Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce

 







 


