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Riverfest 2008 Goals

• To provide lake and river associations within the watershed with 
an opportunity to share project status information and study results

• To increase public awareness and understanding of local streams, 
wetlands, lakes, and rivers

• To provide connections between citizens and their environment 
and to promote public stewardship



Engaging the Public



2008 Riverfest Program



Riverfest 2008 Website



Riverfest 2008 Publicity



Riverfest 2008 Activities



Riverfest Activities (continued)



Riverfest Activities (continued)



Riverfest Activities (continued)



Riverfest Connections

River of Life

Onward, onward runs the river 
Over rapids – laughs with glee 
'Round the bends of rocks and sand bars 
Onward, onward to the sea 
Whispers softly in the shadows 
Weeping 'neath the willow tree 
Lingers longing in the deep pools 
Begging, begging – follow me.…

Kay Karras
Poet Laureate of 
Solon Springs



Riverfest 2008 Evaluation

• Community buzz 

• Attendance at events: conference, film festival, shore side, 
water, hiking, arts, youth 

• Micro-successes (conversations overheard during events)

• Community building:  recognition, group interaction, 
volunteers



Riverfest 2008 Participation

Watershed  Conference 40
Film Festival 40
Solon Springs Events 150
Gordon / Flowage Events 110
Barnes / Eau Claire Lakes Events 80

Total 420
Children’s Festival (co-hosted with 
Lucius Woods Performing Arts) 200

Hosting Organizations 14
Sponsoring Organizations 10



Thank You

Hosts
Barnes Area Historical Association
Douglas County Forestry Department 
Friends of the St. Croix Headwaters 
Gordon/St. Croix Flowage Association 
Gordon - Wascott Historical Society 
North Country Trail Association - Brule-St. Croix Chapter 
Property Owners Association - Barnes/Eau Claire Lakes Area 
Rural Arts Voice North (RAVN) 
St. Croix National Scenic Riverway, National Park Service 
St. Croix Writers Club 
Upper St. Croix Lake Association 
UW-Extension Water Action Volunteers (WAV) 
West Wisconsin Land Trust 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Sponsors
American Canoe Association / L.L. Bean Club-Fostered Stewardship 
Fund for the Environment of the Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation 
Friends of the St. Croix Headwaters 
Patagonia 
Solon Springs Development Commission 
St. Croix National Scenic Riverway Fund of the St. Croix Valley Community Foundation 
West Wisconsin Land Trust 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Wisconsin Environmental Education Board (planning funds) 
Wisconsin Trails Magazine (Media Sponsor)
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