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CAMP AND CENTER LAKES WATER QUALITY REPORT 
Camp and Center Lakes, Kenosha County 

Camp and Center Lakes are glacial kettle lakes located in southwestern Kenosha Counry. Center Lake 
is located to the northeast nf a l~d  flows into Camp Lake. The two lakes are separated hy a narrow 
bermed isthmus that hosts Wisconsin Central LTD. Railroad tracks, County Trunk Highway SA, and 
satne residential properties. A low-head dam located on the southern end of Center Lake acts as an 
outlet structure controlling tlclw itlto Camp Lake across the narrow isthmus. Camp Lake flows over a 
low-head i13~1i 1711 the west side of the lake to an outlet creek. Thiq creek flows to the south, eventually 
draining ~n to  Channel Lake in Lake Countv, Illinois. All of these lakes are part of the Fox River 
Drainage Baqin and, therefore, all drainage i~ eventt~ally directed towards the Fox River, which flows 
soutl~wal-d into Ill~nnis. 

Flow-through lskes are generally less sensitive to pollutant inputs than seepage lakes. Pollutants that 
enter flow-through lakes are allowed to be flushed through the lake to the outlet in a relatively short 
period of tirnc. Camp and Center Lakes historically have been considered to he shi~llow and weedy 
with average to poor water qualify. Regardless of the historical perspective of these lakes, they hold 
great value as waterfowl habitsts. To maintain or improve the water quality of these lakes and protect 
waterfowl habitats. i t  is important to keep pollutant inputs to a minimum. 

This report was prepared for  the Camp and Center Lake Rehabilitation District (CCLRD). The 
CCLRD is an incorporated lake property owners' association formed i n  1972 with approximately 140 
members. The purpose of the organization is to protect the qusliry of the two lakes. Recent increases 
in lake usage and changing land use in the lakes' watersheds hive resulted in concerns abour 
mainraining a reasonable level of quality of Carnp and Center Lakes. This lake water quality report was 
prepared to help guide local lake and land use decisions. 

This lake water quality monitoring project is funded by the CCLRD and the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources Lake Planning Grant Program. 

Combined, the rwci Iskes are nearly 600 acres in size. The lakes are located in the township of Salern 
in sourhwestzrri Kcnosha Cuunty. Camp Lake has an irregular pear shape, with a major axis from 
11nrt11 to south. Center Lake has an irregular dogleg shape with a major axis from east to west along 
the east portion of the lake and north to south along the west portion of the lake (Figure 1). The lakes 
are relatively shallow. The deepest p o r t i ~ ~ l  of Camp Lake is in the north section, wllicl~ reaches a 
rnaximum depth of 19 feet. Tht: ni,?iorily of the southern portion of Camp Lake is relativeIy flat and 
sh~l low,  reaching a maxi~num depth of just over 5 feet. Center Lakc is divided into two basins. The 
east hayin is the deeper of the two with a rnaxirnum depth of 28 feet. and the south basin has a 
nlaxirnum depth of 22 feet. The two basins are separated by a narrow, nh ich  is approximately 15 feet 
in depth. Tllr pllysical characteristics for both lakes are summarized i l l  Table I .  














































































































































































































































