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Project Goal: 

Prevent the introduction and spread of aquatic invasive species in Burnett County lakes and rivers.

Objectives Met in 2008:

1. Monitor for the presence of Eurasian Water-Milfoil, Curly Leaf Pondweed, and Purple Loosestrife, as well as other aquatic invasives in Burnett County, Wisconsin. (AIS monitoring completed at all public boat landings in the county. Purple Loosestrife monitoring and control continued county-wide.)

2. Educate residents and visitors regarding the identification, threats, and control of aquatic invasive species. (463 individual contacts made, 317 informational packets handed out, 22 thank you for displaying your “stop aquatic hitchhikers sticker” notes)

3. Inspect watercrafts and trailers at public access points, to help prevent accidental spread of aquatic invasive species.

Clean Boats Clean Waters Education / Inspections

Burnett County hired intern, Jeremiah Gorne, to complete the majority of the AIS work for the summer of 2008. Most of his time involved monitoring public boat landings throughout the county, educating boaters regarding AIS. Jeremiah used Clean Boats, Clean Waters information sheets, to record specific information about each boater contacted. He also recorded if the appropriate AIS signs were at the boat landings. Most of the public landings had the appropriate signs, but three were found with out them due to theft, and are being replaced.

The Burnett County AIS program reached all 73 Burnett County developed boat landings at least twice this summer; most were visited multiple times and high priority lakes regularly monitored over the summer boating season. High priority lakes included those near Eurasian Water Milfoil infested lakes and lakes with the busiest boat landings. On average, a landing was monitored one or two hours with an emphasis on high use times: early morning and evenings, Friday through Sunday and holidays.  

Over the course of the summer (Memorial Day-Labor Day), the AIS program reached a total of 463 people directly and 339 vehicles indirectly through informational packets, and thank you notes.  Eighty-eight percent of the people contacted were already aware of the state law (which states no watercraft may enter a body of water with aquatic plants attached to either the trailer or watercraft itself, before the Clean Boats, Clean Waters contact). All people contacted were informed of the new Burnett County plant ordinance which states; “No person may operate a vehicle or transport any boat, boat trailer, personal watercraft and its associated trailer, canoe, kayak, or boating equipment, fishing equipment, hunting and/or trapping equipment (including but not limited to personal floatation devices, nets, anchors, fishing lines, decoys, and waders) from navigable waters onto a public highway if aquatic plants, terrestrial plants, or aquatic animals are attached. All plants and aquatic animals shall be removed prior to entry onto a public highway or launching a boat or placing equipment or trailers into navigable water.”  Ninety-nine percent of boaters talked to, said they inspected and removed plants after the last time they used their watercraft. For a more detailed Clean Boats, Clean Waters database summary, contact the Burnett County Land and Water Conservation Department. 

To further our CBCW efforts, the Land and Water Conservation Department, hosted a Clean Boats, Clean Waters workshop June 10, for the Sheriff’s Auxiliary. Twenty auxiliary members attended the workshop held at the government center, where they became more familiar with the common native aquatic plants, as well as four invasive species and how to inspect watercraft. A group inspection of boats across the county was performed August 8th-10th. The group inspection included AIS intern Jeremiah Gorne, County Conservationist Dave Ferris, Conservation Warden Kathy Oginski, as well as Sheriff’s Auxiliary members, at a combined 32 landings being monitored multiple times over the three-day span.


Through the CBCW program we really tried to stress just how important it is to drain all the water from you boat, due to VHS. Many people were unaware of the prevention steps, but were very interested in how to keep VHS from coming to our area.
Aquatic plant surveys

Public boat landing aquatic plant surveys provided an inventory of aquatic invasive species along with a baseline of native aquatic plants present. Fifty-one different aquatic plant species were found including three aquatic invasive species: Curly Leaf Pondweed, Eurasian Water Milfoil and Purple Loosestrife. Though Curly Leaf Pondweed was at six public landings, it was scarce when found. The only public landing with Eurasian Water Milfoil was Round Lake, known previously to have EWM. Eight public landings were known to have PLS, only one that did not have any last summer, that being Middle McKenzie where it was cut and sprayed on site.

The method used to inventory the public landings was very basic and may need to be more technical in the future. A distance of 50-100 feet was estimated out from the landing, and to each side of it. A sample was taken approximately every boat length when the boat was used, until the sample distance was reached. When the boat was not used, surveyors used the same method as last year, that entailed wading out as far as possible from shore and used a 36-foot throw rake to sample with, this lead to some landings being sample out to 100 feet from shore and others not as far, depending on depth. The rake was thrown and samples were taken at short distances and long distances, determined by how much of the rope was thrown, four times at each landing. (Details and results available upon request.) Forty-six of the seventy-three landings inventoried had Wild Celery growing, where only one had Alternate Flowered Milfoil.

In addition to the boat landing inventories, eight lakes were monitored around the whole littoral zone for aquatic invasive species, using the Citizen Lake Monitoring protocol. No new EWM infestations were found. Burlingame and Robie lakes (part of the Loon Creek chain) were found to have Curly Leaf Pondweed, and were not previously known to have it. One additional lake was visited, that being Point Lake, to look at suspected invasive species, no invasive aquatic plants were found but it was found to have Chinese Mystery Snails.  

We also worked in conjunction with the Internet Landing Installed Device Sensor (I-LIDS) camera systems that were put up last year, by the Burnett County Lakes and Rivers Association, and 5 lake associations at seven landings around the county, on a trial basis. Success will be monitored throughout the life of the project. Mike Isaksen, volunteer intern for the summer, viewed many of these videos.

For additional information, please contact the Burnett County Land and Water Conservation Department at 7410 County Road K, #109 Siren, WI 54872 or 

(715) 349-2186.

Contributions


Contributions were generously donated by the Minerva Lake Association and the Little Wood Lake Association. Also by the WLWCA intern program. 

