The Burnett County Aquatic Invasive Species Program: 2009 Recap
The Burnett County Land and Water Conservation Department was able to continue the aquatic invasive species (AIS) education and prevention program in 2009 due to a three year grant provided by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  With this grant, we were able to continue efforts to protect Burnett County’s beautiful lakes and rivers from AIS.

In addition to the renewal of the DNR grant,  the LWCD received generous donations from the following Lake Associations to help continue the fight agains AIS: 26 Lake, Love lake, Green Lake, Loon Lake, Little Wood Lake, Big Wood Lake, Mckenzie Lake, Devil’s Lake, Mud Hen Lake District, and the Town of West Marshland.

One of the biggest concerns for Burnett County is the threat of Eurasian Water- Milfoil (EWM).  This aquatic invasive plant has been invading hundreds of Wisconsin lakes and first reached Burnett County in 2004. Since then, EWM has been confirmed in Round Lake, Ham Lake, and most recently, Little Trade Lake, identified this past July   The EWM found in Little Trade Lake is unfortunate, however, it is a good example that shows the spreading and problematic nature of EWM and other AIS.  The Burnett County AIS program strives to manage the spread of AIS by reaching out to the public and keeping a watchful eye on our lakes and rivers.

For the 2009 summer season, the AIS program hired Michael Isaksen as the  AIS intern. One of the main focuses for the AIS summer intern is to carry out the Clean Boats, Clean Water project.  The purpose of Clean Boats, Clean Water is to educate people at boat landings about AIS and make sure they are not transporting AIS from one lake to another. Throughout the  summer, Michael  contacted boaters that were entering and leaving the public boat landings in Burnett County. He would briefly talk to boaters about AIS and inspect their boats for any aquatic plants and animals.  Michael was able to monitor  all public lake landings in the county at least twice, and boat landings with high boater traffic were visited multiple times throughout the summer, as well as landings near the lakes that have EWM.
During his time at boat landings , Michael contacted 332 people and inspected 176 watercrafts.  Each boater that was contacted was asked survey questions and the final data showed that over 90% of boaters were taking the necessary steps to prevent the spread of AIS. Out of the 176 people surveyed, 26% said they learned about AIS from a previous encounter with a watercraft inspector.

In the beginning of August, the Burnett County AIS program received additional assistance for the Clean Boats, Clean Water project.  Funded by the Recovery and Reinvestment Act, Jimmy Flanigan was hired to carry out watercraft inspections exclusively in the Trade Lake area.  Due to the presence of EWM in this area, nearby lakes are vulnerable to a new infestation.  Jimmy  was given 160 hours to inspect boats and trailers, with the hopes of limiting the spread of EWM.  Jimmy  and Michael  spent over 300 hours at boat landings and their presence helped protect our Burnett County waters.
Keeping AIS out of our lakes is  one of our biggest concerns, but it is also important to keep a watchful eye on our lakes and rivers in order to spot anything that should not be there.   One of our main focuses is continuous monitoring for AIS throughout the county.  AIS monitoring is conducted each summer at all public lake landings in the county.  A boat is used to navigate the lake area around the landings, and a rake is used to collect plant samples. Each sample is then inspected for any signs of AIS.  This summer, all 73 lake boat landings were monitored, and in addition, Gaslyn Lake, Benoit Lake, and Fish Lake were monitored around the entire perimeter of the lake. Unfortunately, there was Curley Leaf Pondweed found in Benoit Lake and Purple Loosestrife was found on the shoreline of Fish Lake.  
Although these new findings are disappointing, it shows that our monitoring efforts are worthwhile and effective. We will also be more capable and prepared to control these AIS and prevent future spreading.  
The positive results that were achieved through the AIS monitoring and Clean Boats, Clean Water projects show the importance of AIS prevention and gives encouragement for future efforts.  The summer’s AIS work also sets a great pace for Burnett County’s AIS program in following years. 
