2011 Clean Boats, Clean Water

The Burnett County Land and Water Conservation Department hired two people for the 2011 aquatic invasive species internship position, as a part of the county’s AIS education and prevention program. One of the main focuses for the AIS intern position is to apply the Clean Boats, Clean Water program at public boat landings in order to educate boaters and ensure they are not transporting AIS from one lake to another. 

Throughout the 2011 summer, boaters were contacted when entering and leaving the public boat landings of Burnett County. With the Watercraft Inspection Report form, each boater was asked a series of survey questions about their boating activity and knowledge of AIS (this was reported weekly to the Surface Water Integrated Monitoring System). Information would be shared about AIS and from there an inspection is conducted of the boater’s watercraft for any aquatic plants that might be attached to their boat or trailer. Through this process, boating equipment was cleaned of any aquatic plants and boaters were informed about the laws, problems, and prevention of AIS.  For the boaters that remained on the water and were unable to be contacted, a packet of AIS information was left on the windshields of their parked vehicles.  Between June and August of 2011, many public boat landings in the county were attended.  Time was mostly spent in the Trade Lake area; (Trade, Little Trade, Round, Big Wood, and Little Wood Lake). These lakes are known to contain Eurasian Water-Milfoil (EWM) and the main concern is to contain the specimen in the area. 

As of July 2009, EWM was confirmed to be present in Little Trade Lake in Trade Lake Township. In addition to Round and Ham Lake, Little Trade was the third lake in Burnett County confirmed to have EWM.  These lakes and surrounding lakes are considered a high priority for the use of a Clean Boats, Clean Water watercraft inspector.  The Trade Lake area of lakes is considered the highest priority due to the concentration of lakes that surround Little Trade Lake and Round Lake.  Within a six mile radius of these two lakes there are five other Burnett County Lakes that provide public boating access: Big Trade, Spirit, Wood, Little Wood, and Holmes Lake.  With high boater traffic at many of these boat landings and the presence of EWM in the area, the probability of EWM being unintentionally transported and introduced to these lakes is increased.  

New Aquatic Invasive Species Signs Installation 

One of the many tasks that were conducted to help prevent spread of AIS in Burnett County during the summer of 2011 was to replace all AIS signs at boat landings with new ones. This was a goal statewide to replace or install new AIS signs at all public boat landings. Wisconsin DNR contacted county land and water conservation departments to assist with this effective step to prevent the spread of AIS. 

Here in Burnett County there are roughly 90 public boat landings to replace or install new signs at. Over the course of the summer about all of the signs were replaced or installed. The landings that were not attended to install/replace new AIS signs to were the St. Croix River accesses. 
These new AIS signs will help all boaters to remember to remove plants and check their boats before leaving and entering the lake. The new signs will help educate the people who don’t check there boats and help prevent the spread of AIS to new lakes. 
DNR Early Detection Lake Monitoring Surveys 
The DNR came to us this summer asking if we could go out and survey some of the lakes around the county. The DNR came up with a list of lakes that would be most susceptible to being hosts to different AIS species. The AIS we were looking for included spiny waterfleas and zebra mussels, which was conducted by using tow nets, and also any other invasive aquatic plants and animals including, but not limited to, Purple loosestrife, Curly leaf pondweed, and Eurasian water milfoil. 
The protocol for the lake monitoring survey was to go to each landing and look around for any AIS. Then drive around the whole lake in the littoral zone looking for any AIS. We had to stop at 5 random search spots around the lake and look for any AIS. Then we had to find out how clear the water was by using a succi disk. Then we went and did a vertical tow with one of our nets at 10 feet of water in 3 different places around to lake, depending on water clarity, to try and find any zebra mussels. After that we went out to the deepest part of the lake and did a tow behind the boat for two minutes to collect any spiny water fleas. 

The whole time out on the water we were looking for any AIS around the lake. The whole point of it was to find out what lakes had what kind of AIS in them, if any, so we have better knowledge of what AIS are in each lake and around the county to prevent any spread or deal with the situation on the lake.  
