2013 Aquatic Invasive Species Program
For the summer of 2013 the Burnett County Land and Water Conservation Department hired three interns for the summer duties of Burnett County’s Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Education and Prevention Program. The main projects that are included in the program are Clean Boats, Clean Waters, AIS sign installation, Early Detection Monitoring Lake Surveys, and a continuation of the Bait Dealer Outreach Program. Aquatic Plant Management Plants are also being implemented. This year Lower McKenzie and Rooney lakes are being worked on. 
Clean Boats, Clean Waters
The biggest concern is the prevention of AIS spreading from lake to lake by human means. This is why Clean Boats, Clean Waters is one of the main focuses for the program. Making sure that invasive and non-invasive plants are not traveling from lake to lake and educating boaters about the laws and concerns of invasive species is the major goal of the Program. 
Throughout the summer boaters were directly contacted entering and leaving the public boat accesses of Burnett County. The process of being contacted by one of the interns performing a watercraft inspection would include a series of questions from the Watercraft Inspection Report Form about their behavior and routines about boating activities and knowledge of AIS. This information is then entered into a statewide database, Surface Water Integrated Monitoring System (SWIMS). After the questions are completed, an inspection of the boat, trailer, and any fishing/boating gear is conducted looking for any aquatic plants or animals that may be attached. At this time, the inspector would ask if the boater is aware of the current laws involving transportation of aquatic plants or animals as well. For the boaters that were unable to have direct contact with the inspectors, a packet of AIS information was left on their parked vehicle. Of the 1,213 boaters that were contacted 81% claimed to be aware of the Wisconsin AIS Laws.  The area of priority is the Trade Lake area because of the known establishment of Eurasian Water-Milfoil (EWM) on Round and Little Trade Lakes. 
Little Trade Lake in Trade Lake Township was confirmed to have EWM in 2009. Little Trade Lake was the third lake in Burnett County to have been confirmed to have EWM along with Round and Ham Lake. Because of the high exposure to the surrounding lakes around Round and Little Trade Lakes this area is considered the highest priority for the inspection program. Within a 6 mile radius of these two lakes there are five other lakes with boating access: Big Trade, Spirit, Wood, Little Wood, and Holmes Lake. Being that this area has high boating activity, the opportunity for unintentionally transporting EWM to another lake is increased. 
DNR Early Detection Lake Monitoring Surveys
Several lakes in the county are chosen by the WI DNR for an Early Detection Monitoring Survey. Each year a list of lakes is made based on their susceptibility to being hosts to different AIS species. Some of the AIS species that were searched for were spiny waterfleas, zebra mussels, Chinese and banded mystery snails, purple loosestrife, curly-leaf pondweed, and Eurasian water-milfoil. 

The protocol for each lake monitoring survey is to search each boat launch and five other various target sites around the lake searching for the different types of AIS. These targeted search sites were part of the littoral zone search around the entire lake. To determine the water clarity, a secchi disk was lowed into the water to see how far down it was still visible. Two different tows are completed to look for spiny waterfleas and zebra mussel veligers (immature stage of zebra mussel). The objective of the lake monitoring survey is to determine or confirm if the lake has any of the AIS species, to have a better knowledge of what is on the lake, and what management solutions may or may not have to be implemented. Results of the collected samples are being tested and will be announced later on this year.          
AIS Landing Assessment Program
In the spring AIS signs at boat launches, river access, and walk-in accesses are checked to make sure they are still in their original locations and don’t need to be replaced. Along with sign maintenance, later on in the year, each boat landing is checked for invasive species, on shore and in the littoral zone. A survey of the littoral zone around the launch area is completed and all aquatic plants sampled are recorded.  
Bait Dealer Outreach Program 
Part of the AIS education program is having more people spread information about the prevention and seriousness of AIS. This is why the DNR created the Bait Dealer Outreach Program. Because bait dealers see the most amount of boaters and anglers on a daily basis it makes sense to have them distribute informational brochures, stickers, bobbers, and other materials to people who may not be familiar with the new AIS laws and the importance of following them. This gives anglers and boaters easy access to current laws and information. Most of the bait dealers in the county are participating in the program. 
Bait dealers were visited throughout the summer and given sufficient amount of materials to hand out. They were visited before each holiday and the fishing opener to make sure that they were stocked with AIS materials. The goal of the Bait Dealer Outreach program is to keep people informed on new laws to prevent the spread of AIS. 
Conclusion
Clean Boats, Clean Waters, AIS Monitoring, Bait Dealer Outreach Program were the main projects in 2013 that are a part of Burnett County’s AIS Education and Prevention Program. These programs are aimed to getting more people involved to help the environment as well as maintaining/improving our limited natural resources. Lenient 
