









































Chapter 3 — Inventory/Critical Issues

Description of the Planning Area

Rock County is located on the south central border of Wisconsin. Janesville is Rock County’s
largest city, occupying the central region of the county. The planning area (shown in Figure 2)
includes the City of Janesville, and the surrounding townships of Harmony, Janesville, La
Prairie, and Rock.

The planning area is located in the “Lower” Rock River Basin, which flows through the City of
Janesville, the City of Beloit and then into Illinois, where it ultimately meets the Mississippi
River at the Illinois-lowa state border. The planning area is located in the Blackhawk Creek,
Marsh Creek, Rock River/Milton, and Bass Creek (LR03) watersheds.

Since 1984, four map amendments to the water quality management plan have been prepared and
approved by the DNR. These amendments are reflected in Figure 3 and described below:

January 1987: In 1986, the City of Janesville approved the Growth Concept Plan as part
of its Comprehensive Plan. Based on urban land area need projections and a selected
growth alternative, this plan recommended 20 year urban service limits for Janesville.
These limits differed somewhat from the interim sewer service area boundaries
established in 1984. As such, a map amendment to the sewer service area plan was
drafted to make the sewer service area boundaries consistent with the urban service limits
established in the Growth Concept Plan.

March 1994: In 1994, Rock County’s request for sewer service to the Rock County
Airport prompted a second amendment to Janesville’s sewer service area. The airport is
located south of the city in the Town of Rock. The airport experienced septic system
failures and groundwater in the area has high nitrate levels. A map amendment was
prepared to add 251 acres of airport property to the sewer service area plus 740 acres of
additional lands between the airport and the city limits.

February 1995: In late 1994, the Department of Transportation requested sanitary sewer
service to the Interstate 90, Rest Area 17 north of Janesville. The sewer service arca was
amended to include a 39 acre “limited service area” surrounding this rest area. This
amendment also added to the service area a developed industrial parcel north of the city
along Newville Road.

January 1997: Development pressure on the north and west sides of Janesville prompted
this amendment of 237 acres of land into the sewer service area. This amendment added
residential areas between County Highway Y and State Highway 26 and residential areas
south of State Highway 11 on the west side of the city.
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E== Environmentally Sensitive Areas or Slopes of 12% - 20%

E== Areas of 20% Slope or Greater NORTH
Date: 1l/44

Scale: |"=1400"

AREA 2

JANESVILLE AREA WATER QUALITY
MANAGEMENT PLAN

56
























































































































