ATHENS, MARATHON COUNTY

Wastewater Receiving Stream Classification

The Athens wastewater treatment plant discharges to Black Creek, which

has a 7210 of 0.03 cfs. The stream joins the Rib River 7.4 miles downstream.
Black Creek travels through many wooded areas and pasture lands below the
treatment plant. Approximately two miles below the plant, the river slows
down and widens; in this area agricultural uses affect the Creek., Further
downstream, a tributary enters that carries an occasional discharge from
Patrons Pride Cheese Factory.

Black Creek above the Athens Sewage Treatment Plant Outfall

The fishery includes suckers, bass, and numerous minnows. No other
continuous streams with the capabilities to assimilate the wastewater
are in the area.



Athens Sewage Treatment Plant Outfall

Recommendations: Black Creek shall be classed as a continuous stream
with a fish and aquatic life subclassification from Athens to the confluence
with the Rib River.

District survey team: Bob Derksen, Environmental Engineer; Art Ensign,
Staff Specialist (Fish); and Ron Yockim, Water Pollution Biologist.
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