
 

 

December 26, 2014 FERC Project No. 1864 

  

 

  

Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary  

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  

888 First Street NE  

Washington, DC  20426  

 

Dear Secretary Bose:  

 

Bond Falls Hydroelectric Project  

Article 411 Noxious Plants Monitoring Plan – 2014 Purple Loosestrife and Eurasian Water 

Milfoil Survey Results and Five Year EWM Monitoring Report and Cisco Chain of Lakes 

Nuisance Plant Control Plan Results 

 

As per the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Order Modifying and 

Approving Article 411 Nuisance Plant Control Plan issued February 24, 2005, the Upper 

Peninsula Power Company (UPPCO) is required to submit the results of the purple 

loosestrife (PL) and Eurasian water milfoil (EWM) monitoring surveys for the Bond Falls 

Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 1864) to the Bond Falls Implementation Team 

(BFIT).   

 

In addition, per the FERC Order Modifying and Approving the Five-Year Report for EWM 

at the Bond Falls (FERC Project No. 1864-01), Victoria Falls (FERC Project No. 1864-02) 

and the Bergland Development (FERC Project No. 1864), dated May 5, 2011, UPPCO is 

to submit the five-year EWM survey results.  The monitoring report shall contain a 

comparison of all date and a recommendation for the frequency of future EWM 

monitoring. 

 

Finally, per the Notice of Proposed Changes to the Bond Falls Hydroelectric Project 

Approved Nuisance Plant Control Plan provided to FERC on June 7, 2011, UPPCO is to 

annually provide the PL and EWM survey results for the Cisco Chain of Lakes (FERC 

Project No. 1864). 

 

The results of the PL and EWM annual survey and EWM Five-Year Report are to be filed 

with FERC by December 31, 2014.  The FERC report shall include any comments 

provided by the BFIT. 

  

2014 Bond Falls Hydroelectric Projects – PL Survey Results  

Surveys for PL were completed at the Bond Falls reservoir on August 14, 2014, and for 

the Bergland Development, beginning at the end of August through September 2014.   
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A survey for PL at the Victoria Falls reservoir was not completed until October 22, 2014.  

 

UPPCO awarded the proposal to complete the PL survey at the Victoria Falls reservoir 

well within the optimal PL identification period.  However, the awarded purchase order 

was sent via electronic mail and was later found not to be received by the consultant.   

 

Even though the PL survey was completed outside of the optimal identification period, 

the consultant did indicate that emergent vegetation was still intact and visible.  In 

addition, the consultant is a trained botanist and would be able to identify PL outside of 

the optimal identification period. 

 

Corrections to the consultant purchase order process have been implemented to address 

the issue.  UPPCO apologizes for any inconvenience. 

 

No PL was identified at the Bond Falls and Victoria Falls reservoirs.  PL has not been 

observed at these reservoirs since first completing PL surveys in 2005. 

 

Purple Loosestrife was once again observed at the Bergland Development.  As in the 

past, nine colonies were identified as being located within the project boundary.  Only 

two the colonies were considered large (50+ plants).   

In consultation with the BFIT, UPPCO provided funding to the Lake Gogebic 

Improvement Association (LGIA) to control purple loosestrife on the reservoir. From 

August through September, the LGIA completed a hand pull and/or burn control on five 

colonies.   However control at the two largest colonies was hindered this year due to lack 

of available biological control; (galerucella sp.) beetles at one colony and curtailed due 

to safety concerns; the presence of bald face hornets (Dolichovespula maculata), at the 

other large colony. 

The purple loosestrife survey results for the Bergland Development are included in 

Appendix A.  

 

2014 Bond Falls Hydroelectric Projects – EWM Survey Results  

EWM surveys were completed at the Bergland Development from late August through 

September of 2014.  No EWM was observed at any of the five transect locations. 

 

A survey for EWM at Bond Falls and Victoria Falls reservoir was not completed until 

October 22, 2014.   

 

UPPCO awarded the proposal to complete the EWM survey at the reservoirs well within 

the optimal EWM identification period.  However, the awarded purchase order was sent 

via electronic mail and was later found not to be received by the consultant.   

 

Even though the EWM survey was completed outside of the optimal identification period, 

the consultant did indicate that aquatic vegetation was plentiful and in overall fair 

health.  In addition, the consultant is a trained botanist and would be able to identify 

EWM outside of the optimal identification period. No EWM was identified at the Bond 

Falls and Victoria Falls reservoirs.
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Corrections to the consultant purchase order process have been implemented to address 

the issue.  UPPCO apologizes for any inconvenience. 

 

EWM has not been observed at any of the three reservoirs during any of the EWM 

surveys being in 2005.  The EWM survey results are included in Appendix B. 

 

EWM Five Year Report for Bond Falls, Victoria Falls and Bergland Development 

In 2005 UPPCO selected EWM transect sample locations at Bond Falls and Victoria Falls 

reservoirs and the Bergland Development.  A total of ten transect sample locations were 

established near boat landings and other areas of high public use.  These sample 

locations were selected because they would most likely be the first location where EWM 

would be introduced into a water system. 

 

Over the past five years, UPPCO has been completing surveys of the EWM transects at 

these same EWM transect locations.  EWM has not been observed at any of the EWM 

transect sample locations.   

 

Although EWM has not been observed at any of the transect sample locations nor within 

their respective reservoirs, UPPCO recommends maintaining the current EWM sampling 

methodology and completing the EWM surveys on an annual basis.  

 

UPPCO believes that because EWM has not been observed to date, maintaining  the 

current sampling methods will provide UPPCO with the best opportunity to quickly 

address and control and/or eliminate EWM if found on the Bond Falls and Victoria Falls 

reservoirs and Bergland Development. 

 

EWM survey results from years 2010 through 2014 are included in Appendix C. 

 

2014 Cisco Chain of Lakes – PL and EWM Survey Results  

Purple loosestrife surveys on the Cisco Chain of Lakes were completed from August 

through September of 2014.  Purple loosestrife was observed on Thousand Island Lake. 

The need for Purple loosestrife control will be discussed at the BFIT meeting this 

March/April. 

 

Eighteen EWM transect sample surveys and a meandering survey was also completed 

from August through September of 2014 on the Cisco Chain of Lakes.  EWM was 

identified at one transect location on Thousand Island Lake.   The meandering boat 

sample also identified EWM stands at two other locations on Thousand Island Lake, 

outside of the transect locations.  The EWM transect and location figure and information 

sheet is included as Appendix D. 

 

Updates on EWM control activities will be provided and discussed at the BFIT meeting 

this March/April. 

 

UPPCO provided the results of the PL and EWM annual survey and EWM Five-Year Report 

to the BFIT on October 29, 2014.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service provided general 

comments indicating that the two invasive plant species do not appear to be a problem. 

Documentation of consultation is included in Appendix E. 
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Should you have any questions relative to this material, please do not hesitate to 

contact Jamie Nuthals at (920) 433-1460. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Gil Snyder 

Manager – Regional Generation 

for Wisconsin Public Service  
 

jdn/rjf 

 

Enc:  

 

 

 

cc: cc Mr. John Myers, IBS - D2 Mr. Robert Meyers, UPPCO - UISC 

 Mr. Shawn Puzen, IBS - D2 Mr. Keith Moyle, UPPCO - UISC 

 Mr. Ben Trotter, IBS - D2 Mr. Virgil Schlorke, UPPCO - UISC 

 Ms. Joan Johanek, WPS - D2 Mr. John Zygaj, FERC - CRO 

 Mr. James Melchiori, UPPCO - UVD  
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