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ORIGINAL 
O C O N T O  E L E C T R I C  

FILED .- 
SECRETARY OF Tiff. 

COMMISSION 

C 0 0 P E R A T  I V E  
w w w . o c o r t l ~ e l e c t r ~ . c o m  

October 6, 2008 

Ms. MasaUe Roman Sala& Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Mail Code: DTCA, HL 21.3 
888 First Slzeet, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20426 

FEDERAL ENERGY 
REGULATORY CO, ,,'~ . . . . . .  

FERC ProjcctNo. 1981 - - - O ~ - ~  

Dear SecJ'et~ Salas: 

As per the Ord~ Issuing New License for the Stile8 Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 1981 ) dated 
February 26, 2003, Oconto Electric Cooperative (OEC) is enclosing d(x-anentation of the recently completed 
Exotic Specie8 Control Plan for 2008, required in Article 407 oft.he Lic, e~ase. 

The Exotic Species Control Plan specifically addresses purple Ioosestrife (Lythrmn salicari&) A copy of the 
plan, which requires an anmml survey of the Machickanee Flowage, is attached as Exhibit L The ~ of the 
survey is to identify and quantify possible colonies of purple loosestrife~ If colonies of 1-5 plants are found on 
OEC owned land, nmloval or treatment is required. If colonies am found on private land, OEC is ~ ' b l e  for 
contactin8 the property owners and mcom'agin8 them to remove and destroy the plants. 

On August 5, 2008 Jan Stranz of OEC and AI Stranz (volunteer) conducted a survey by water of the shoreline of 
the Machickanee Flowage, including shoreline owned by OEC. The su~eyom noted locations on a map and 
indicated the GPS coordinaIes for the plants they discovered. Their survey sheet is included as Exhibit II (a) and 
their map is Ex~%it lI (b). Letten were sent to the appmpria~ property owne~ notifying them of ~e ~ 
of purple loosesUife on their land. Included in the nadlin8 was a brochme in~rucfin8 them about proper removal 
of the plant. A copy of the letter sent to property ownen is inchtded as Exlnl~it IH (a) ~ ~ ~ is ~ t  
HI (b). Results of the survey are s~mt to the Machickanee Advancement Association, Wisconsin DNR, U.S. Fish 

Wildlife Service and FERC. 

If you have que~ons about this report, please contact me at (920) 846-2816. 

vP ope ons/ gineedng 

Enclosures: Exhibits 

Eight (g) Copies to FERC 

CC: Coordinator-FERC Projects, Wisconsin Department of Natural 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Judie Gowasld, President-Machickanee Advancement ~ o n  

7 4 7 9 R E A R c ~ I  * RO. B o x 1 6 8  * O c o n t o F ~ l l s ,  W I 5 4 1 5 4 - O I 6 8  
Phone:  (920)  8 4 6 - 2 8 1 6  o r  1 - 8 0 0 - 4 7 2 - 8 4 1 0  * FAX:  ( 9 2 0 )  8 4 6 - 4 3 2 7  o r  ( 9 2 0 )  8 4 6 - 2 0 2 5  
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EXHIBIT I 

Exotic Species Control Plan 

G sxfLC  L ia  
Oconto Electric Cooperative (OEC), along with appropriate local groups and resource agencies, will continually 
work to control/eliminate exotic species, such as purple Ioosestrife, Eurasian milfoil and zebra mussels, in the 
project area. The project area is defined as those lands owned by OEC and the shoreline observable from the 
flowage. Although OEC will be responsible for coordinating efforts to control and eliminate exotics occurring on 
its own property, it is limited to supplying information to neighboring property owners. 

When exotics arc classified and identified by local or state authorities, OEC will proceed with a plan to monitor the 
identified species. The plan elements include: I) method of monitoring, 2) fi'equency of monitoring, 3) 
documentation of transmission of monitoring data to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR), U. 
S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), and the Machickanc¢ Flowage Advancement Association (MFAA), 4) 
procedures for obtaining technical assistance and input from the WDNR, or other appropriate agencies, and 5) 
specific information on how OEC will cooperate with the agencies to controVeliminate the exotic species. 

Along with the plan, OEC will include documentation of consultation, copies of comments and recommendations 
on the completed plan after it has been provided to the agencies, and descriptions of how the agencies' comments 
arc accommodated by the plan. OEC will allow thirty (30) days for the agencies to comment and make 
recommendations before filing the plan with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). If OEC does not 
adopt a recommendation, the filing will include OEC's rcnsons based on project-specific information. 

Oconto Electric Cooperative will post signs at recreation facilities on its property describing identified exotic 
species and informing the public on the control of the species. OEC will distribute fact sheets provided by the 
WDNIL or other appropriate agencies, at the project. 

Purnle Loma~rife (Lvthrum sal~caria) Plan 
OEC shall, in consultation with the MFAA, the WDNR, and the USFWS, monitor purple loosestrife (Lythmm 
salicaria) in specified project areas. The project lands, reservoir area, and ¼ mile downstream from the project will 
be surveyed by OEC during peak flowering stage, being mid July/mid August of cach year. OEC will estimate and 
map the amount of infestation of purple loosestrife. 

If small colonies of purple Ioosestfi fe consisting of 1-5 plants arc found on OEC-owned land, OEC will remove it 
and all of its roots, or cut and then spray it with an appropriate aquatic herbicide. Larger colonies will be removed 
after consultation with the resoutr,¢ agencies. If purple loosestrife is found on lands NOT owned by OEC, then 
OEC, in conjunction with the MFAA, will contact the property owner and encourage the owner to remove the 
plants. 

Oconto Electric Cooperative will post signs at recreation facilities on its property describing purple loosestrife and 
informing the public on the control of this plant. OEC will distribute fact sheets provided by the WDNR, or other 
appropriate agencies, at the project. 

After survey results are compiled and any remedial actions are taken, a report detailing such results and actions will 
be submitted by OEC to the MFAA, WDNR, and USFWS, with a copy to FERC by October 31 ofeach year. 

Eurasian Milfofl 
There is no plan to monitor or map Eurasian milfoil in the Machickanee Flowage because of its prolific prmence 
throughout the flowage. The MFAA, in cooperation with the WDNR and other groups, has been attempting for 
years to eradicate this exotic species. OEC agrees that Eurasian milfoil is undesirable. If  any agency or group 
devises a cost-effective plan to controVeradicate this species, OEC will cooperate with that plan. 

~xo~c Species Comr~ Plan: ~flized.h~by 30, 1999 
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LARGE-FORMAT IMAGES 

One or more large-format images (over 8 ½" x 11") go here. 
These images are available in e-Library at: 

Accession N u m b e r ( s ) ~  

File Date 
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O C O N T O  E L E C T R I C  l ~ d l l B r r  ! I I  (a )  

C 0 0 P E R A T  I V E  
www.ocontoe lec t r lc .com 

August 29, 2008 

Dear Machickance Area Prop¢~ Owne~. 

As you may know, Oconto Electric Cooperative has a 30-year operating license for the Stiles 
hyd~electric plant on the Machickan~ Flowag¢. Various federal, state and local agenci~ have 
made recommendations as part of the licensing process to ensure that the mvironment around the 
hydro project i s protected and e~mnced for years to come. 

One of  the requirements of  the liceme calls for annually monitoring the towage area to track the 
occurre~ace* of  a non-native plant known as purple loose*trife. Purple loosestrife, though 
beautiful to view, is an exotic, invasive plant specie*. Left unchecked, it will gradually overrun 
all native vegetation and will cause deficiencies in the ecosystem. It especially like, moist soil so 
it commoniy is found near waterways and in reeds'tale ditches. Wisconsin state law bans the sale, 
distribution or cultivation of  purple loosastrife. 

A survey of  the Machickanee Flowage shoreline was recently conducted by an OEC employee 
and a volunteer. The purpose of  the survey *vas to evaluate the colonie* of  purple loosestrife and 
report possible octmrrences of this plant to 1~.. pettyowners. The survey did identify this plant on 

• or  near your property. We ask that you revie~ the enclosed brochure describing purple 
• Ioosestrife and the methods of  controlling it.~We ¢mcourage you to remove it according to 

information in the brochure. Control of  purple loosastrife at this point when it is not yet prolific 
will sure help to minimize its ability to spread. I f  you would like assistance in m o v i n g  it, please 
contact Oconto Electric Cooperative for more details. Our contact information is listed below. 

Thank you for your help in this very important effort to enhance a healthy plant.environment 
around the Machickance Flowage by eliminating Purple Loose*trife. . .  

Sincere ly ,  " 

Kent A. Lyng 
VP - Operations & Engineering 

Enclosure 

7479RF.ARoed • P.O. Box  168 - OcontoF id ls .VVI$41S4-0168 
Phone: (920) 846-2816 o r  1-800-472-8410 - FAX: (920) 846-4327 o r  (920) 846-2025 


