
OflDINANCE NO. 99 

An · Ordina nce To Regulate Wa
ter Traffic, Boating and 'Vat~r 
Sports Upon T he Waters Of Perch 
I.alte And Prescribing Penalties 
For Violation Thereof. 

THE COMIMO'N COUNCIL OF 
THE OLTY CIF SPAIRTA, MON
ROE COUNTY. WISCONSIN DO 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

SEGriDN 1. Awlicability and 
Enforcement. The provisions o f 
tlhis ordinance sha1l1 apply to the 
waters of Perch Lake which is the 
La Crosse River dan:med within 
the Ctty of Sparta and \vithin l1he 
jurisdiction of ·the CirtJy of Sparta, 
whidh waters are dcs~ribed as fol
lows: Conunendng att t·he East 
line of EJas.t Avenue, U1ence Eest 
to the East corporate limits of the 
Cirt:y of Sparta. 

'Ilhe provisions of bhis ordinanc~ 
shall be enfo:cced by the officers 
of the City Police Depai'tment of 
the City of Spat·M.. 

SEOTION 2. State Boa.t\ng and 
W.ater Sa.fet1~1 Laws AG.-oryte::l. The 
Slt<;tu tol'Y provid;.om dexri·bing 
and defining regul'aUons with re
s pect to water ·tlraflilc, boats. boat
in-a and related wruter activities 
in"' the following enumerated sec
tions of ;the W:.S:::<orJin st:1 l~ttcs, 
exclusive of any provisions there
in relalting to the pe:1a'!.ities to be 
imposed or the punishm!:n~ fo-:
violation of saud s-tatutes, are here
by adopted and by reference made 
a pa'l' t of ~his o:-dinance as is fu1l.v 
set fonth herein. Any act required 
to be performed or prohib ited by 
the provi-oions of any strutute in
corporated iby referer..~e here-in is 
required or p rohibited by th:s o:
dinance. 

30.50 (Defininitions) 
30.51 (Operation of Unnumbered 

boats prohibited. 
30.52 ( Certi·ficalte of Number) 
30.53 (Identifice,tion Number to 

be Displayed on E'olllt; Certificate 
to be :arried. 

30.54 (2) Transfer of Ownership 
of Nwnbered Boat) 

30.55 (Notice of Abandonment o-:
Destl'Uction of Boa.t or Change of 
Address) 

30.60 (OlassificllJtion of Motor 
Boats) 

30.61 (Lighting Equipment) 
30.62 (Other Equipment) 
30.64 (Part;rol Bolllts Exempt 

from Ce1~t.ain Traffic Regulations) 
30.65 (Traffic Rules) 
30.66 (Speed Restrictions) 
30.67 (.A:coidents and Accident 

Reports) 
30.68 Prohibited Oper·a·tion) 
30.69 CW'lllter Skiing) 
30.70 (Skin Diving) 
30.71 (Boats Equipped wit·h Toi

lets) 

S'E/GriON 3. Motors Prohibited. 
No pe:'.3an s~lilH operate or r ent 
cr lco.n for opera,tion on bhe wat
ers cove;:ed t iJ this ordinance any 
h::)at o:· v:::sscl havi~ a motor or 
eng.ine. 

SEJCTlON .\. CcJPacity ReS>tric
tions. No pc.-Jon sl>J~l oce·'rute or 
loa n, rent or pennit a be-at to 1e:tv" 
the olace ,-"~e:·e 't~ is cus-tom•:lr
il'i kr.pt ~('- C'>~ra.U:n o'l tl:e wat
rr:; C::l'le:-c-:1 l:y th~) o:·.~in-.n:e \"'th 
mo:·e p:1sseng.c .. s a·b:>ard than 
there arc &~<ItS in sa:d bo:t:t no:· 
witlh passenge .. s cw cr~o in ex
cess of the capacili~• recommend
~;;d by t·!1e manufaoturers ra•ting. or 
if such bo::~rt is a c1noe wi-th more 
than bhe ifol!lowing ntm1ber> of per
sons aboa·r d: canoes 16 fee t o-:- un
der - no mo,·e tt\l:m 2 persons: 
canoes over 16 feet to 18 feet - · 
no ntore thct:l 3 person3, canoes 
over 18 feet to 20 feet - no mor<> 
than 4 parsons. . 

SE)Cl'JON 5. AddYtiOnllll Tnff!c 
Rules. In addi.tion to rhe traffic 
rules in S. 30.65 of rhe Wisconsin 
Srrututet> adopted in SeC'tion 1 of 
this ordimmcP. the follov,o~ins r'.l\e.~ 
shall appLy to l::oats usinP.: 1:1he wat 
ers covered by this ord·inarwP: 

(1) Right o(W'l.y a t Do::ks, Pien 
and Wih:rves. BoE1ts leav!Jlg o~· de
pallting from a ·pie1', dock or ,,,':larf 
shall have illhe r ight of way over 
a·ll obber watercraft aporaaching 
such dock, pier Ol." wh:u>f. 

(b) Right of Way of Sailbt>ats. 
BJalts propelled entire-ly by mm
cttlar oowet' sha:ll vield the rig-ht of 
way >to saHboarts when necess-a':')' 
to -avoid 1isk of coUision. 

S'EJCTI:ON 6. Intoxicall:ion and 
Jntoxka.ting Liquors. 

(a) Intoxicart:ed Persons Not Tn 
Ride In Boats. No persons shall 
perm~t lany perton who is so in
toxiclllted ~s to be tmeible to pro
vide for his own safety or the safe
tly of oilhers to ride as a passen
ger in any bo:at opera ted lyr him. 

(b) In toxicating Liquors Not to 
be Constm1ed on Boa1ts. No person 
shall ouen or consume any intox
ica,ting · liquors on a~)> boat. 

SECTION 7. Anchora:ges and 
Sttttionery Objects. 

(1a) Mooring Lights Required. 
No personan sha·ll moor or anchor 
any borut, redlt, buoy or ot1her float
irrg object more than 10 feet fl'Om 
t he shoreline between one hour af
ter sunset and one hour before 
sw1rise unless t here is prominent 
ly displayed llhereon a w~ite light 
of sUfficient size and brig-htness 
to be visible from any direction 
for a diSita.nce of 1500 feet on a 
dark night wU11 clear atmosphere. 
This 'Provision ~~all not ;mp1y to 
authorized structures wilthln the 
pier head line nor to boa·ts or ob
jects moored or anchored in moor-



ing areas approved by the City 
Police Deparbnent w'hen the en
tire area is marked by lighm o:
other markers approved ljy t h e 
Ci.ty P olice. 

{b) Chief to Regulate anchor
ages. The Chief of Police is here 
by authorized and empowered to 
make such rules and regulations 
governing the location, ty.pe and 
u.>e of anchorages as he shall 
deem necessat1}1 for ·the pu':>lic zaf
cty and convenience. 

(c) Rlafts and Buoys. No person 
shall erect or maintain oany ra.ft 
or stationery plgrtform {beyond 
bhe piei'head line ) (more tihan 1C 
feet from the shore) unless it is 
so anchored that 'it has at least 
6 inches of ·free board above the 
'.Vater ·line, painted wihite and has 
n.llt.ached thereto not less t han 12 
inches from ez10h corner or pro
jection a red reflector not less 
than 3 inches in dian1eter. 

SECTION 8. Safe Operation Re
quired. No person shaH operate, 
direct or handle a boat in such 
m~anner as to unrea:;onably annoy, 
unnecessarily frighten or endan
ger .the occupa111ts of his or other 
boats. 

SEJGri ON 9 Swimming Regula
tions. 

{a) Swimming from boats pro
hibited. No person shaU swim 
from any boat unless such boat is 
anchored. 

{b) Dist-ance from Shore. No 
person shall swim more than 50 
feet :firom •bhe s'hore W1less he is 
ac-companied by a boat contain
ing a ring buoy and a person train
ed in life savJ.ng technique. 

(c) Hours Limi·ted. No {:e"so:1 
shall swim more than 50 feet fro:1 
•the shc-:-eline between one hour af
ter sunset and one hour before 
sunrise unless accompanied by a 
properly ·lig~hted boat. 

SECTION 10 Uttering Wa.ters 
ProhibHed. No person shall depo
sit. place, or throw from any boat, 
ra:fit, pier, platform or sinular 
s tructure any cans, paper, bottles. 
rleb11isf, refuse or garba·ge solid 
or liquid waste into t he water of 
the lake. 

SECDION 11. Markers -and Na.v
igation Aids; Posting Ordinance. 

(a) Duty of Chief. The Chief of 
·!Jhe Citl)1 Police Department is au
thovized' an d directed to pla·ce and 
maintain sui.ta:ble markers, navi
galion aids l!jnd signs in such wat
er areas as sh·au be appropriate 
to advise lthe public of the provi
srlons of !this ordinance and to post 
ru1d maintain a copy of this ordi
nance 'at aill public a:ccess points 
within 11he jtU•isdiction of t he city. 

(b) Standard Markers. All 
markers placed by the City Police 
Department or ru1y o ther person 
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upon ·the waters of bhe lake shall 
complv with -t'he regulations of the 
Wisconsin Conservation C6.:unis -
sian. 

{c) ' Intel'ference wi.th marke-s 
prohibited. No person shall with
out authority remove, dajl1lage or 
destt•oy or moor or CIJttla:ch any 
watercraft rto any buoy, beacon or 
marker pla-ced in the wa:ters of the 
lake by bhe aUithoritJ_y• of ·the United 
States, s tate, or city, or by any 
private .person plll'SU<i:lt to l•he P!'O
visions of •this ord.inar..ce. 

SEGITQN 12. PenaHies and De
posits. 

{a) Major Violatioru. All\)" per 
son who shall 'Violate the provi
sions -adopted by reference in Sec
tion 2 of this ordinance as describ
ed and defined in ss 30.67 (1) 
or 30.68 {1) or {2) of t1he Wiscon
sin statutes sh'aJ.I, upon conviction 
thereof, rfol,feitt not more than $200 
nor les.; •than $25 ·together with the 
costs of prosecution and in de
·f.ault of payment of such forfei
•ture and costs sha.tl be imprison
ed in !'he county jail until full pay
ment thereof is made, but not ex
ceeding 60 days. 

(b) Minor Violations. Any per 
son wJ10 shall violrute ru1y provis
ion of Jthis ordi.n::tnce except as 
spedfied in sub. (a) of t his sec
tion shall upon conviction thereof 
forfea not less ·than $1.00 nor more 
.tham $100 together wHiJl the cos-ts 
of prosecution a.nd in default of 
payment rtlhereof shahl be impri
soned in the cotmty jail w1til full 
payme~t ilhereof is mad'e, bu't not 
exceedmg 60 days. 

(c) Money deposit. Any off> 
cer ru·reu-ting a person for viola
tion of a provision of this ordin
ance who is unable to bring the 
person arres ted before the police 
justice of the peace or coun>t:y 
ccurt ·without unnecessary delay 
sh'all permit such person to make 
a mane)'~ deposit as provided in s. 
30.76 of the Wiscorctn staltutes. 
Snch deposit shall be made to the 
•police headquarters or .to the pol
ice justice of tile peace. 

SECTION 13. Wisconsin Statut
es Defined. Wherever used in this 
ord.in'ance, the term "Wisconsin 
Statutes" sh'alJ mean the Wiscon
G'in Startutes of 1959 . . 

SECITON 14. Re:ces. Reg·attas, 
Sporting Events, and Exhibitions. 

(a) Permit Required. No per
son 'sh'all direct or partioi.pa'te in 
·any boat race, regaJtta, water
ski meet or other water spot'iing 
event or e)Q}Ubnions unless such 
event has been alllthorized and a 
permit issued therefor by the 
Chief of Police. 

(b) Permit. A permit issued tm
der this Section shall specify the 
course or atrea of walter to be used 
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by the )1antrlcipants in such events 
<and .tihe permitltee shall be requir
ed to place markers, filags, or 
buoys approved by the Chief of 
Police desi'g11at:ing the specifk ar
ea. Permits &hall be issued only 
if, in the opinion of ·the Chief of 
Police, ltlhe proposed use of tl1e 
water can be carried out safely 
ar.d without dei!lger to or substan
tiaJ obstruction of other \llater 
c1>afts, or persons using bhe lakes. 
Permits shall be valid onlv for t he 
hours and area.SJ specified thereon. 

('c) Right of way of Pa.Pt:icipant. 
\Boats •and pru,ticipants tin z;ny 
s uch permitted event shall have 
~lle r ight of way on the marked 
'llrea and no ot!her person shall 
obshuct such area d1.ll'ifig the race 
or event or in:terfere therew1t h. 

SECTION 15. Repeal of Conflict
ing Ordinances. All ordinamces r e
g ulating wate!· traffic, boats, boart:
ing or water sports upon the wat
ers covered by this ordinance and 
all ordinances or parts of ordin
a nces in conf.lict with this ordin
ance heretofore ena:oted by t h e 
Corrunon Council of the CiJty of 
Sparta are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 16. Severabilii!Y'. T h e 
provisions of this ordinance shall 
be deemed severable and it is ex
pressly declared thart: the Com -
mon Council would 'have passed 
the ot•her provis ions of this ordin
ance irrespective of whether or 
not one or more provisions may 
be declared invalid and, if any 
provision of this ordinance of the 
a(pplication .thereof t o any person 
or circumstances is held invalid, 
the r emainder of the ordinan·ce 
a.~ ~he application of such pro
visions to other persons or cir
C'UI11Stan-ce'3• shall not be affe·cted 
t:here'by. 

SECTION 17 . Effective Date; 
Clerk's Duty. 

(a) This ordinance shal:l take ef
fe'Ct and be in force from and !lif
t er its passage and •publication or 
post ing as provided by law. 

(b) The clerk is directed to file 
a copy of this ordinance with the 
Wiscons in conservation commis -
sion in Madison, W-isconsin. 

Dated June 13, 1961. 
O.FFiERED BY: 
A. S. Ey·ler, Mde1man. 
PASSED June 13, 1961. 
Ray C. S tewru't , City Clerk. 
M>.PROViED June 13, 1961, 
R-alph -E. Osborne, Ma.JYor. 
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