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Wambold Channel:  stream; 400 ft. long; in Eagle Township, heads at Wambold Dam on the E 
shore of Eagle Spring Lake at 42°51’22”N, 88°26’06”W, flows NE to join Jericho Creek (q.v.); 
Waukesha County, Wisconsin; Sec. 36, T5N, R17E, Fourth Principal Meridian; 42°51’24”N, 
88°26’02”W; USGS map – East Troy 1:24,000; Not: Jericho Creek. 
Mouth: http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.8566035&p_longi=-
88.4338507 
Source: http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.85615&p_longi=-88.43489 

Proposal:  to make official an associative name in local use 
Map:  USGS East Troy 1:24,000 
Proponent:  Peter Jensen; Mukwonago, Wisconsin 
Administrative area:  None  
Previous BGN Action:  None  
Names associated with feature: 

GNIS:  None found 
Local Usage:  Wambold Channel (Eagle Spring Lake Management District, local 
residents)  
Published:  None found 

Case Summary:  This third proposal would make official the name Wambold Channel for a 
stream that heads on Eagle Spring Lake at Wambold Dam and flows northeast for a distance of 
400 feet to join Jericho Creek.  Although the stream is very short, the proponent believes an 
official name is needed because during high water events Wambold Dam is opened to supplement 
the capacity of Kroll Outlet which serves as the primary outlet of Eagle Spring Lake.  He notes 
also that some maps mistakenly label this stream as part of Jericho Creek while others refer to it 
as “an unnamed waterway.”  Because the stream flows from Wambold Dam, the most widely 
used name has become Wambold Channel. 
 
Proposed by:  Peter Jensen; Mukwonago, Wisconsin Date:  3/27/14 
Submitted by:  same Date:  same 
Prepared by:  J. Messenger Date:  4/1/14 
Case ID:  4138 Quarterly Review: 417 
Reviewed by: M. O’Donnell Date:  5/2/14 

Approved 
 
Promulgation authorized 
Executive Secretary 
Domestic Geographic Names 
 
______________________________ 

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.8566035&p_longi=-88.4338507
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.8566035&p_longi=-88.4338507
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.85615&p_longi=-88.43489
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Wisconsin Geographic Names Council Meeting,  January 21, 2015 

(Waukesha County Proposals Excerpt) 

 

Recommended Name of Feature: Jericho Creek (5.7 mi) 

Current Name of Feature: Jericho Creek (5.4 mi) 

GNIS: Jericho Creek 

Location: Tps 5&6N Rgs 17&18E, Waukesha County 

Proponent: Peter Jensen – Dam Operator, Eagle Spring Lake WI 

Summary: First of three proposals submitted by a dam operator with the Spring Lake 

Management District to change the application of two water bodies, Jericho Creek and 

Mukwonago River, and to create a third, Wambold Channel.  He hopes that by establishing 

a standard nomenclature for these water bodies it can eliminate confusion of emergency 

responders sent to these locations and to help with environmental studies.   

 

See attached application materials, United States Board of Geographic Names Case Brief 

and supporting documents from proponent.  This proposal has received local approval from 

Waukesha County. 

Decision: Denied, based on insufficient evidence to prove the current application of 

Jericho Creek is incorrect.  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Recommended Name of Feature: Mukwonago River (9.5 mi) 

Current Name of Feature: Mukwonago River (9.25 mi) 

GNIS: Mukwonago River 

Location: T5N R19E Sec 30, T5N R18E Secs 25,36,35,26-28,33-31, and T5N R17E Sec. 

36, Waukesha County 

Proponent: Peter Jensen – Dam Operator, Eagle Spring Lake WI 

Summary: Second of three proposals submitted by a dam operator with the Spring Lake 

Management District to change the application of two water bodies, Jericho Creek and 

Mukwonago River, and to create a third, Wambold Channel. 

 

See attached application materials, United States Board of Geographic Names Case Brief 

and supporting documents from proponent. This proposal has received local approval from 

Waukesha County. 

Decision: Denied, based on insufficient evidence to prove the current application of the 

Mukwonago River is incorrect.  
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__________________________________________________________________________ 

Recommended Name of Feature: Wambold Channel ( 0.076 mi) 

Current Name of Feature: Mukwonago River 

GNIS: Mukwonago River 

Location: T5N R17E Sec. 36, Waukesha County 

Proponent: Peter Jensen – Dam Operator, Eagle Spring Lake WI 

Summary: Third of three proposals submitted by a dam operator with the Spring Lake 

Management District to change the application of two water bodies, Jericho Creek and 

Mukwonago River, and to create a third, Wambold Channel. 

 

See attached application materials, United States Board of Geographic Names Case Brief 

and supporting documents from proponent. This proposal has received local approval from 

Waukesha County. 

Decision: Denied, Based on the feature having a currently recognized official name as 

the Mukwonago River.  

Changing the name would go against US BGN recommendations for Name Changes, 

Section 1, Policy II.   



Surface Water Data Viewer Map

DISCLAIMER: The information shown on these maps has been obtained from various 
sources, and are of varying age, reliability and resolution. These maps are not intended to be 
used for navigation, nor are these maps an authoritative source of information about legal land 
ownership or public access. No warranty, expressed or implied, is made aregarding accuracy, 
applicability for a particular use, completemenss, or legality of the information depicted on this 
map. For more information, see the DNR Legal Notices web page: http://dnr.wi.gov/org/legal/
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Mukwonago River:  stream; 9.5 mi. long; heads in Eagle Township at Kroll Outlet on the E 
shore of Eagle Spring Lake at 42°51’11”N, 88°26’04”W, flows generally E into Mukwonago 
Township, through Lower Phantom Lake and S of Mukwonago to enter the Fox River; Waukesha 
County, Wisconsin; Sec. 30, T5N, R19E, Secs 25,36,35,26-28,33-31, T5N, R18E, and Sec. 36, 
T5N, R17E, Fourth Principal Meridian; 42°52’07”N, 88°17’58”W; USGS map – Mukwonago 
1:24,000 (mouth). 
Mouth: http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.8684804&p_longi=-
88.299495 
Source: http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.8530509&p_longi=-
88.4344765 

Proposal:  to change the application of a name to recognize local use 
Map:  USGS Mukwonago 1:24,000 (mouth) 
Proponent:  Peter Jensen; Mukwonago, Wisconsin 
Administrative area:  None  
Previous BGN Action:  None  
Names associated with feature: 

GNIS:  Mukwonago River (FID 1570019) 
Local Usage:  Mukwonago River (Eagle Spring Lake Management District, local 
residents) 
Published:  Mukwonago River (USGS maps since 1906) 

Case Summary:  This is the second proposal submitted by the Eagle Spring Lake Management 
District, in this case to correct the application of the name Mukwonago River.  The existing GNIS 
entry places the source of the stream northeast of Wambold Dam, after which it flows to the south 
and then east to eventually join the Fox River.  However, the proposal is to move the source 0.25 
miles further to the south so that the stream begins instead at Kroll Outlet, a dam on the shore of 
Eagle Spring Lake.  According to the proponent, this was the original course of the Mukwonago 
River before Eagleville Mills and its associated dam were built in the 1830s.  He believes that 
standardizing the name and its application is important because “[the] discharge point is an 
environmentally sensitive area and is home to several special species of endangered fish, clams 
and other organisms.  By having a single name for this area, regulations and ordinances can be 
properly developed and enforced to protect this area.  Also, in the event of a dam failure or high 
water event, a single name would greatly assist in public protection and emergency response 
activities.”   
 
As a result of this proposal, Jericho Creek, which now enters the Mukwanogo River northeast of 
Wambold Dam, would be extended 0.2 miles further to the south.  Jericho Creek would continue 
to be a tributary of Mukwanogo River. 
 
Proposed by:  Peter Jensen; Mukwonago, Wisconsin Date:  3/27/14 
Submitted by:  same Date:  same 
Prepared by:  J. Messenger Date:  4/1/14 
Case ID:  4140 Quarterly Review: 417 
Reviewed by:  M. O’Donnell Date:  5/23/14 

Approved 
 
Promulgation authorized 
Executive Secretary 
Domestic Geographic Names 
 
______________________________ 

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.8684804&p_longi=-88.299495
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.8684804&p_longi=-88.299495
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.8530509&p_longi=-88.4344765
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.8530509&p_longi=-88.4344765
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Jericho Creek:  stream; 5.7 mi. long; heads 0.9 mi. SW of North Prairie at 42°55’33”N, 
88°25’09”W, flows SSW join the Mukwonago River (q.v.) 0.2 mi. SE of Wambold Dam, 590 ft. 
NE of Kroll Outlet (dam); Waukesha County, Wisconsin; Tps5&6N, Rgs17&18E, Fourth 
Principal Meridian; 42°51’14”N, 88°25’58”W; USGS map - East Troy 1:24,000 (mouth). 
Mouth: http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.8539771&p_longi=-
88.4327543 
Source: http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.9258449&p_longi=-
88.4192635 

Proposal:  to change the application of a name to recognize local use 
Map:  USGS East Troy 1:24,000 (mouth) 
Proponent:  Peter Jensen; Mukwonago, Wisconsin 
Administrative area:  None  
Previous BGN Action:  None  
Names associated with feature: 

GNIS:  Jericho Creek (FID 1567158); Mukwonago River - in part (FID 1570019)  
Local Usage:  Jericho Creek (Eagle Spring Lake Management District, local residents) 
Published:  Jericho Creek (USGS maps since 1906); Mukwonago River - in part (USGS 
maps since 1906) 

Case Summary:  This is the first of three proposals submitted by a dam operator with the Eagle 
Spring Lake Management District, to change the application of two existing names and to make 
official a third name for a currently unnamed feature.  He believes that correcting these names 
will help to eliminate confusion that has occurred when emergency responders are sent to the 
area.  As he notes, “Having a standard nomenclature for this watercourse would assist in 
evacuation directions and the proper placement of expedient emergency flood works.”  He is also 
asking that the nomenclature be standardized to help with environmental studies.  The 
name Jericho Creek is applied currently to an approximately 5.4-mile-long stream that flows 
generally from north to south to enter the Mukwonago River a short distance northeast of 
Wambold Dam.  However, the proponent believes the current application of the 
name Mukwonago River is incorrect, and so if it is corrected, the mouth of Jericho Creek would 
also need to be moved.  The proposed new source of the Mukwonago River is 0.25 miles further 
to the south of its current location, at Kroll Outlet, and so the mouth of Jericho Creek would be 
moved 0.2 miles to the south.  The new length of Jericho Creek would be 5.7 miles. 
 
Proposed by:  Peter Jensen; Mukwonago, Wisconsin Date:  3/27/14 
Submitted by:  same Date:  same 
Prepared by:  J. Messenger Date:  4/1/14 
Case ID:  4139 Quarterly Review List: 417 
Reviewed by:  M. O’Donnell Date:  5/6/14 

Approved 
 
Promulgation authorized 
Executive Secretary 
Domestic Geographic Names 
 
______________________________ 

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.8539771&p_longi=-88.4327543
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.8539771&p_longi=-88.4327543
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.9258449&p_longi=-88.4192635
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=42.9258449&p_longi=-88.4192635



