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:The: ·!b~ter is ··medi'um o¥6Wh ·stalne.cl'. In lets consist of a sma 11 stPeam on the north 
end and inlet from Ne'iimlan Lake on the e-ast end. The outlet with £low of' approximately 
1. 7 G.l" .So eventually empties into .Amnicon Lake. 

The littoral bottom types are dominantly sand- with small areas ot gravel, 
detritus and rubble~ The- .shoreline has gradual sl.:Ope.s. zmt~~Jfe'!~tation being mainly 
mb:ed hardwood. · · 

"l'i' • ... ,,Pri va.te development · ar~nmd the lake is eonsidartab 1e with 98 .cottages, ~d 
homes encircling the la.ke. Two public access sites Erll"..ist but are narrow and 
pt'0viDde .Qi:ff'ioult access. 

For the last ten years Dowling Lake has been managed for walleye, muskellunge, 
a.nd pan fish, with walleye and muskellunge being stocked on alternate years. Dowling 
~!~!.J~ .. Q.~~Alli' the .. :. ~~~ea" Druskeltunge lakes in Doug~as County ivilich does not contain 
northern pike.. Fislifilg pressure is primarily for muskellunge, walleye and crawp:te. 
Fishing success has generally been good.. · 

· A shoGker surV'ey was conducted on April 27, 1967 with supplemental shocking 
· on October 12, 1967. Each sampling consisted of several trips aroun4 the shoreline. 

A total of 26 mu.ske llunge were captured on both surveys With e leve11. being 
marked or stocked fish (b2% of total musk-$llunge captured). These marked fish 
appeared to consist ot two year classes with modal size of 15.2 ,and 2JS inches. 

There is a strong year class of walleye with modal siee of 9.2 inche.s. ·.These 
would appear to be tw year old walleye. Six thousand walleye fingerLing were 
stocked in 1966 which could have bo laterad this year c ~ass. 

Although spawning areas appear to be good, the bluegill and crappie length 
frequency does not show many -smaller fish. Possibly the time periods when surveys 
were conducted (April and October), the smaller fish -were not in shallows. · 
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To: 
. r I;' 

From: 

Subject: 

AD-75 

. . . . ' .. .. 

, 1, • 

··i, 

Comprehensiy~ : Invent6ry 
· .:• 

: . ~ :' 

···.-1··:· ... .......... ·. . 

.. •: : (':;_.,,::;?~-~i;:(,~l:.,;.;·\: .. 
. . . . :·· . . ·, ... ~ ~ 

. 2 :' ~ ·-

~~~~ 1~~t~~k(M~~ - ~7)hd;!~~a~:~3~~-!~k:: ~~~!~~~) in .ce ·:· · -· -: --• ·• · · ··.: ·.· t~ad~~~), 
(T46N- R13W, Sections 7, 18). The 1$3.8 acre . l ·. ·. iS .- ~trcum~c·r-ibed by · ·. · 
1.95 miles (2.06 with island) of shoreline . . A:,5_-:Jt:<··\'dde ·outlet channel ·· 
connects ·. the lake .with Amnkon ·Lake. · There L;$;.:a hsma1l; i.hlet ·.;fr9m Newman 
Lake on the east shore and an intermittent '$tr~aht : o:Q{the rio'f.th'. _.end ~ · .. ·Sand . .. 
is the m~jor 1 itto~al subst.r~te. J:m~rgent ~q~~.t1~, ,y~9etatj~~ri:~:;J .. 5t·;~bunparit > · · 

. ::::g M:::g:::::e a~:q;r·:: ::~ ~fs tory:) ·.. / • :~:~~~~., :~~;~!~i:~~~~f~f~i . ; ! , .. 

Oowl ing La,ke has a. long fish.stockiilg histpry· dating ;~, b~G.k to: 1~34 ~- Prior 

. ~-
,. 
1 

. ~- . 

' ~ 

( . . 

~--- . . 
to 1940, walleyes, mus~ellunge~ bass and pa!'Jfi~h were ·stocked . ~ut only . 
wa 11 eyes and -muski es: were stocked.· .from 19~1 ... ~97:0~-,.~,-· .:M~s.ki e~. fr~~e, been 

. : t::::: ~:ns:r~::r:: =:~: n:t;:~I~~i·~onduc~~~~~fJf\~i!~~f~l~itume • 
·i: ' .. ·<. -.. _· .. -~ 

... ·-: . ~ :: .. · ·-- · 
< I . 

walleyes, rimskie.s and black cr~ppies were the : do.mina.nt ~ speCies.'·;;:i:' .Only 

5 b1uegi1ls and one ~~~ch,were sample~: · :----~~:\~-~;~~~~~&~.f;~J~~~i~;~;./·~~·-,:;);~i;}g};i~·. · .: . -- _. · 
A boomshocking survey·· ;n,1967 agaJn revealed - . walT~.Yef~> mlisJ<i~~£\tEJ.ho bla9.k - . 
i:rappi es as the dominant. species~--·. It · was reEotnmend..~cfat tha.f :. t:tt11e .•. t:o .. · .· -·· ·, i 

· continue s tocktng walleyes, and· m~s-ke11 uoge. .3t~;d:,·1~_:'f5i.:_: ·:.);;'(It::_~:'··:~(~:::·~<~t:.<J.·_ · · ·_· -- · -·'. ~: . ! 
Dowling Lake is rated as Class . B muskeilunge w~-t~r·:~~h; It:<fs ~~~ ~fbf the :. .: ~ -
three muskellunge lakes in Dougl~s County th9,1:~;_.; .. oo!!!.S. b.ot contain northern 

Pi ke. . ~;~;~~/ii;,,,~;'?~" . : ·;. ... '•: ~ .. . ,·:~· ;,Jt:tf}'i\.f~}/:-.. ·~ . •. ':;~;:; . :: - . .. . 

· Walleyes, muskellunge and b1a¢k crappie fishittg:':ha s been rated as fair 
to good. The majority of fishing is done -by local residents 'possibly 
because of the poor public access site. ~- ·:_- ~_ ·,-. · · . . -. 

Present Fish Resources: })])c!?/c ' . .. · .... 
The 1977 1nventory consisted of 7 nights of boorn;h6riking, 2'daYs of .fyke ·· 
netting and 9 shoreline sein~ .hal11s, plus Go.1.1e¢tion'of water chemistry_.·,. , 
data. ... ,,~., .. .. ,,". _ .. · ''·. ·--~·-•, · 

·_. -: 
•' ' .,; :--·· 

. . . . . .. ·- .... _ ., . :·-. . ··-··. ::· \'," :~:-• . , .... ~ ·: ........ . ..... .,.-. -~-·· ~·:I ·:· ., .. . 
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::~se::, :::: .. ::::::ce·s··· (~0~fKgi~rri"··· . . ·. · ~i~~~~:iili~1
78

·•·••• · · 
A total of ·t,l13 walleyes' ~ . 15~mu:skies~ ~,l~q ,. per.ght~l~·0.78 bJ!ifegillss 
87 black crappies~ 23 purnpkin~:eeds, 41 1argemo4ttt·'basi~ .)l4 rOck tsass\ 66 
Johnny Darters~ 115 golden shiners, 115 spotta.il ·::$hiners :,: 7 c.ommon shiners, 
2 blacknose shiners, 10 white · suckers, 15 blackbl,lllheads · ~nd ' l tadpole · 
madtom were samplecf·. ·.·· . . , .. , , .. ·. .. . · ; . . \ 

Population estimates were made for wall eye$ and; mJ·shes d~ring· the spring •. 
The estimate: for walley~s usirig B~iley's modification of the Pet,erson mark 
and recapture method is as follows: · . .. . 

Population Estimate .· = · 3i205 
No.walleye/acre = 20.8 
Lbs. wa 11 eye/acre · ·. · = · lB. 7 

~ ··: .. 

The av~rage weight used to compute the total biomass vias 1(4 oz~ Average 
· weights for . each year class are listed along with tfle growth. rates; . The 
spring estimate for muskellunge foUows: 

Population Estimate . ... 290 
No. Musky/acre · ~ 1.8 

; Lbs. Musky/acre = 2.0 ·· 
·. i 

j 
! 

The average weight used to compute th~ bioma,~s: . w~s · Hf .. l oz .. Average 
weights for each year class are listed a1qng with the growth rates. 
A1gal blooms obscured vision and precluded fall populatton _ est1m~tes. 

' 
. . . . .. . . ' . 

.. ' ~ ~--

· The number of walleyes per acre is higher for Dowling Lake lllan mo~t other 
. lakes in the area. There i.s an adequate forage base but high numbers . .. 
plus additional ' competition for food from 'muskies have inhibited walleye . . 

. . ~ . 

growth. Walleye. growth rates are s.1owet compa,red to the northern Wi~consin 
average. Natural recruitment is more than adequate to Sustain' the fishery. 
Interestingly, walleye spawning areas are limited to a silt and muGk 
bottom on the eastern shore . . There aHa appeared to be some spawning 
activity in the inlet. from Newtnan Lake. · · · 

Muskellunge have been stocked in Dowling Lake on- a yearly· basis . but 
continuation of that program does not appear w~rranted at this time. ·. 
Growth rates for muskies is equal to the northern Wistonsin ·average until 
the fish reach their second year or around 18 inches in length. After 
their second year musky growth is slow. Yearly musky stocking plus · 
compet·ition with the walleye .population ha$ apparently resulted in 
suppressed musky growth. Na'tti'rai" reprodu¢'tiori was documented when 9 Y-0-V . 
musky (5.2"-7.2") were seined in mid-July prior to the scheduled stocking tim~. 
Major spawning areas could not be identified but. the submerged ·island on the : 
north end of the lake is potentially · ~ · goodarea~ Only one legal musky . . 
(37.0A) wa·s captured during the survey but boonishocker efficiency was hamperep 
by algal · blooms and soft water. Muskellunge capture rates were consequently : 
affected with the resultant population estimate undoubtly low. · 

Yellow perch, bluegills and black crappies are the most abundant panfish. 
Perch growth is slow until the fish reach 8.0 inches in length~ Bluegill 
growth is _also slow until around 5.0 inches. Both species begin growing , 
well when they are in their fourth year. · Crappies are growing slightly above 
the northern Wisconsin average. A few crappies sampled were over 14 inches · 
and clnse to 2 pound~. · 



To William Weiher -:- 3- · .. Detembe:r 15 ; 1978 

Present Fish Resources (continued) 

Largemouth bass, pumpkinseeds and rock bass are all present, but not in 
sufficient numbers or sizes to sustain an important fishery~ 

Primary forage s-pecies {nclude golden shiners, spottail shiners, common 
shiners, blacknose shiners, Johnny darters and wh"ite suckers. 

Aquatic vegetation observed during the survey included~ 

Yellow water lily 
Spi kerush 
Clasping leaf pondweed 
Bur-reed 
Pickerelweed 
Bulrush 
Arrowhead 

Recommendations: 

Nuphar· ~· 
Eleocharfs ~· 
Potomogeton ~· 
Sparganuim ~· 
Pontederi a_ g>_ 
Scripus ~· · 
Sagittaria §.£. 

Abundant 
· Abundant 
Abundant 

· Common 
Present 
Pr·esent 
Scarce 

DowlingLake should continue to be m~naged for walleyes and muskellunge. 
Th.e lake cla~sification should be upgraqed to Class A muskellunge waters. 

. Muskellunge stocking should be di:;continued~ It is suspect~d that stocked 
muskies are suppressing natural recruitment. Less than avef.a.ge growth 
rates in both muskies and walleyes verify this assumption~ 

Based on slow walleye growth and a high populatiqn density, stocking of 
that species is not required. 

J 

i 
~ I 

' 

Present access, via the inlet channel~ is considered inadequate. There I 
is no ramp, water depth in the dianne] is to shallow for most boats and 
fishermen must park their c~rs on the town road~ There are eight other 
platted access sites scattered around tht? lake~ A11 are very narr·ow and I 1 

have 1 imited us~. Improvement of tbe existing facility or one of the 
other ones should be given top priority by :the town or lake association. 

Dowling Lake .should be surveyed again in 5 years to monitor growth rates 
of walleyes and muskellunge. 

SS:b 

NOTED: 

I i 



Walleye 

Muskell:~Plge 

Walleye and Muskellunge Population Estimates 

Dovrling Lake - Spring 1977 

No. marked initially 
No. marked recaptures 
No. unmarked recaptures 
All recaptures 
Population estimate 

426 
41 

274 
315 

3,205 ± 892 95% c.r. 
20.8 fish/acre 
18.7 lbs./acre 

Average weight for all fish 1!~.4 oz. 

No. marked ini tiall.y 
No. marked recaptures 
No. unmarked recaptures 
All recaptures . 

44 
4 

28 
32 

Population estimate 290 ± 213 c.r .. 
1. 8 muskies I acre -' 
2.0 lb~./acre 

Average weig~t for all fish 18.1 oz. 

Estimates were made using Bailey's modification of the. Peterson ¥~rk 
and Recapture Method. · 




