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Inspection Report – Complaint Investigation, Medium Size Farm (01/12/14) 
 
Date:                 November 14, 2014 
Owner:   David Kluenker 
Site Address:  5688 Homestead Rd, SE¼  SE¼ S10 T19N R23E, Town of Manitowoc Rapids (Manitowoc County) 
DNR Staff:  Erin Hanson, Nonpoint Source Coordinator – Northeast Region   

On November 14, 2014 at 11:00 am Hanson, Kody Hansen (DNR) and Tony Smith (Manitowoc County Soil and Water 
Conservation Department) met with David Kluenker at his farm to follow up on an anonymous complaint of discharge to 
an intermittent stream that flows through the Wagon Wheel Road ditch to the Manitowoc River (photo 1).   

Hanson had viewed the stream from Wagon Wheel Road on 10/30/14 after receiving the complaint and seen a thick 
growth of algae or bacteria that covered the bottom of the west road ditch.  The growth started just south of Kluenker’s 
north driveway off Wagon Wheel Rd and extended south through the intermittent stream (photos 1, 3 & 4), but was not 
present in the east road ditch, nor north of the driveway.  Hanson had consulted with DNR biologists who said the growth 
was likely a type of bacteria commonly found in streams polluted by organic wastes.   

On 11/14/14 the group saw a similar, thick growth in the ditch which Kluenker said he first noticed in July 2014.  A drain 
tile runs through the field (cropped with corn in 2013 & 2014) and outlets in the Wagon Wheel Rd ditch just north of the 
driveway.  It was damaged in 2014 and the group could see feed leachate in the tile line by the driveway (photo 5).  The 
group determined that leachate from the feed storage pad (photos 6 & 7) is getting into the tile line and is the source of 
the nutrients and organics that are causing the very dense growth in the intermittent stream.  Following the site visit, Smith 
found that adjacent fields are not connected to this drain tile.  This further supports the conclusion that the growth is 
related to leachate from Kluenker’s feed storage and not some other up-gradient source. 

Summary 
Practices are needed to control runoff from the feed storage pad and reduce the discharge of nutrients and organics into 
the road ditch, the intermittent stream and ultimately the Manitowoc River. 
  
Photo 1 (left): Site overview showing location of growth in the road ditch (green oval), the intermittent stream (white dashed line), and 
the Manitowoc River (blue).  Photo 2 (right): Site overview showing a generalized indication of the runoff path (orange arrows) from the 
feed storage pad overland to the field drain tile and into the road ditch and intermittent stream (white dashed line). 
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Photo 3 (left):  Looking northwest at growth in Wagon Wheel Rd ditch immediately south of Kluenker’s driveway. 
Photo 4 (right): Close up view of a portion of the thick growth in Wagon Wheel Rd ditch. 

Photo 4 (left): Looking down at exposed tile line in field by Kluenker’s driveway and leachate in tile line. 
Photo 5 (right): Leachate on north of the feed storage pad moving downslope through field towards area drained by tile. 

 
Photo 6 (left):  Looking east from feed storage pad at leachate path through field towards area drained by tile. 
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