
 

 

Wisconsin Public Service Corporation 

700 North Adams Street 

P.O. Box 19001 

Green Bay, WI  54307-9001 

 
December 7, 2012 
 
 
Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
888 First Street NE 
Washington, DC  20426 
 
Dear Secretary Bose: 
 
Peshtigo River Hydroelectric Projects – CLWMP Invasive Species Monitoring Plan 
 
As per the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Order Approving the Updated Comprehensive 
Land and Wildlife Management Plan (CLWMP) - Invasive Species Monitoring Plan for the Peshtigo 
Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 2581) and Potato Rapids Hydroelectric  Project (FERC Project 
No. 2560) issued on June 12, 2012, Wisconsin Public Service Corporation (WPS) is to provide monitoring 
reports to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
(FWS) by September 30th, and to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) by December 31st,  
each year a survey has been completed. 
 
2012 Peshtigo Hydroelectric Project – Purple Loosestrife Plan 
 
As per the FERC order approving the updated CLWMP dated June 12, 2012, WPS is submitting an update 
on the biological control and monitoring efforts for the Peshtigo Hydroelectric Project.  The 2012 survey 
year is the fourth of the five year biological control project. 
 
On July 11, 2012, WPS completed a purple loosestrife survey at the Peshtigo Hydroelectric Project.  In 
addition, WPS released approximately 10,000 gallerucella beetles at the three largest purple loosestrife 
infested areas.  The survey results indicated that the purple loosestrife colonies have been reduced by 
one colony; from 14 colonies in 2011 to 13 colonies in 2012.  This number does not include the 3 small 
colonies, which were hand pulled, leaving a total of 10 colonies remaining in 2012.  No new purple 
loosestrife colonies were observed in 2012. 
 
As in 2011, feeding was observed at every remaining purple loosestrife colony in 2012.  Plant vigor was 
observed at an average of 7.6, which was the same as observed in 2011 and a significant decrease from 
the 2010 average of 10.6. 
 
With the release of 10,000 gallerucella beetles at three additional sites in 2012, WPS is anticipating to 
observe a significant decrease in the overall purple loosestrife population in 2013.  The purple 
loosestrife colonies including the release site location figure and purple loosestrife survey form is 
included in Appendix A. 
 
2012 Potato Hydroelectric Project – Purple Loosestrife Plan 
 
As per the FERC order approving the updated CLWMP dated June 12, 2012, WPS is submitting the 2012 
purple loosestrife survey results for the Potato Rapids Hydroelectric Project. 
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WPS observed purple loosestrife at the Potato Rapids Hydroelectric Project for the first time in 2011.  
The colony consisted of one plant and was hand pulled.  In 2012, the Marinette County Conservation 
District completed purple loosestrife survey activities on the Potato Rapids Hydroelectric Project, which 
included a review of the site observed in 2011.  The surveys were completed on July 6, 2012 with a 
follow up survey completed at the end of August. 
 
No purple loosestrife was observed at the Potato Rapids Hydroelectric Project. 
 
The survey results were provided to the resource agencies on September 21, 2012.  The WDNR provided 
comments on November 12, 2012.  The WDNR’s comments and WPS’s response to those comments is 
included in Appendix B. 
 
Should you have any questions relative to this material, please do not hesitate to contact Jamie Nuthals, 
at (920) 433-1460. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Terry P. Jensky 
Vice President - Generation Assets  
 
cc: Mr. Ed Brandt, WPS    Mr. Gil Snyder, WPS 
       Mr. William Bosacki, WPS   Ms. Cheryl Laatsch, WDNR 
 Ms. Carlisa Linton-Peters, FERC 
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