Wisconsin Public Servica Corporation

e rf-‘_llf‘lﬁ fa subsidiary of WPS Resourcas Corporationi
I el :.'.:. e o 600 Morth Adams Street
- . P.O. Box 19002
Lt ae .
91 i @ 3 fr I1: 5(" Green Bay, W1 54307-0002
REQULA Al £y
January 10, 1997 CEULATG Y Curitis s gy
The Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
Mail Code: DPCA, HL 21.3 N

888 1st Strect N.E

Washington, DC 20426

Attention: Dircctor, Office of Hydropower Licensing

Dear Secretary: 6 '7,

ATDAM No. WI00752

T

Wausau Hvdroelectric Project - FERC Project No. 1999

Enclosed is the Purple Loosestrife Monitoring Plan as required by article 408 Wausau Project license.
Also enclosed are copies of the drafl plan as sent to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR)

and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and correspondence from the USFWS. We did not receive
a response from the WDNR and do not expect to because the 30 day window for comment has lapsed.

As per the USFWS request, the following changes have been incorporated in the plan:

Annual monitoring of purple loosestrife will be conducted, and bicnnial reporting will be completed, The
results of the surveys will be supplied to the WDNR and the USFWS.

Spread of the plant specics will be controlled by pulling colonies of | to 5 plants on land owned by WPSC
and/or below the ordinary high water mark of the project reservoir. Hand pulling will be used as a method
of control instead of digging to help minimize soil disturbance. WPSC does not have the authority to access
or modify vegetation on private lands within the project boundary. As a result, purple loosestrifc cannot be
removed from private lands by WPSC.

A purple loosestrife pamphlct will be made available at company business locations where our
hydroelectric brochures are provided, on the condition that complimentary copies are available through
the WDNR.

Thomas P. Meinz
Power Supply & Enginedxing Exccutive

wab/pah

cC - W. A, Bloczynski, WPSC (Merrill Hydro)
R. H. Schmidt, WPSC (D2)

Attach,
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Purple Loosestrife Monitoring Plan for Wausau Hvdroelectric Project,
FERC Project no. 1999

Objective:  To monttor the spread of Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum Salicaria) on Wausau

II.

III.

1v.

hydroelectric project lands. Purple Loosestrife is an invasive plant that exhibits
aggressive characteristics, The plant is becoming increasingly common to
wetland areas. In consultation with the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources (WDNR) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Wisconsin
Public Service agrees to periodically monitor the species.

Methods

A. The monitoring methods will include a shoreline survey utilizing a boat to
determine a baseline of existing colonies and then continued monitoring to
determine the increase of density and abundance of the species.

Frequency of Survey

A. The survey will be taken in June or July 1997 during the time when the plants are
in bloom and annually thereafter.

Documentation existing colonies,

A, The results of the survey will be displayed on a map of the total project area. A
copy of the completed map will be provided the the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources no later than October 31, every second year in which the
monitoring was completed.

B. The map will indicate relative populations based on the following criteria:

a. Small Colonies of 1-5 plants
b. Medium Colonies of 6-50 plants

c. Dense Colonies of >50 plants

C. The need for further action will be discussed with the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources.

Control of existing colonies.

A. Small colonies of 1 to 5 plants will be removed from WPSC project property
during the annual survey. The removal will consist of pulling the stems by hand.



V.

Public Awareness.

A. Public awareness about purple loosestrife will be increased by providing
pamphlets supplied by the WDNR at all public access areas near the project.



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Green Bay ES Field Office
1015 Challenger Court

Green Bay, Wisconsin 54311-8331
December 18, 1996

Mr. Gregory W. Egtvedt

Environmental Services

Wisconsin Public Service Corporation
700 North Adams Street

P.O Box 19002

Green Bay, Wisconein 54307-9002

re: Purple Locsestrife Monitoring Plan
Compliance with License Articles for
the Jersey Hydroelectric Project
(FERC No. 2476), and the Wausau
Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 1999)
Wisconsin River

Dear Mr. Egtvedt:

Your letter of November 14, 1996, requested U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS)} review of the Wisconsin Public Service Corporation‘’s purple loosaestrife
monitoring plan for the referenced hydroelectric (hydre) projects. We concur
with your plan for both hydro projects, but recommend the following additional
measures.

1. Since purple loosestrife is very prolific, monitoring should be
conducted annually; however, biennial reporting is acceptable to the
FWS. Please also send results of the survey to the FWS. It may be
necessary to do the survey in early August during some years to monitor
during the bloom.

2. To help control the spread of this plant species, the small colonies
(L.e., 1 to 5 plants) should be dug out of the riverbed such that as
much of the root system is removed as possible. This could be done
during the annual surveys.

3. A purple loosestrife pamphlet should be available at public access areas
to increase public awareness of this problem. We suggest using
Wisconsin DNR pamphlet "PUBL-WM-250-95," which contains information on
purple loosestrife identification and the prevention of further spread
of this species (reference enclosure).

We hope these comments are helpful for final prﬁparation of your compliance
monitoring plan. If you need to discues this further, please contact Jim
Fossum of my etaff at 414-465-7421.

Sincerely,

Janet M. Smith
Field Supervisor

Enclosure

ce:  Bob Martini, Wisconsin DNR, Rhinelander, WI
Al Hauber, Wisconsin DNR, Wausau, WI



DNR FIELD DISTRICTS AND AREAS
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O DISTRICT OFFICES
= AREA OFFICES

oo Loosestrife

T
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o o \/ (Lythrum sakcaria, L. virgatum, and their hybrids)
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DISTRICT OFFICES

NORTHWEST DISTRICT ~~
Department of Natura! Rssources

Box 309
Spooner, Wl 54801
(715} 8352101

NCATH CENTRAL

Department of Natural Resources

Box 818

Rhinalandar, W1 54501

{715) 3627816

WESTERN DISTRICT

Department of Nalural Resources
1300 W. Clairemont Avenus, Box 4001
Eau Claire, Wi 54702

(715) 8393700

LAKE MICHIGAN DISTRICT
Depattment of Natural Resources
1125 N. MUlitary Avenue, Box 10448
Green Bay, Wi 54307

{414) 970D wiq) -5900

SOUTHEAST

el _.____WJ,,..,

ma..:._z.m RN

DISTRICT

SOUTHEAST DISTRICY
Depariment ol Natural Resources

2300 N. Dr, Martin
Box 12436

(414) 263-8500

Luther King, Jr. Drive )—J )ﬁﬁﬂmnﬂ_/\m

Miwaukee, Wi 53212 but UQNQ—< Threat

SOUTHERN DISTRICT

Department of Natural Resources , ﬁo E_mnﬁu:m_jsm

3911 Fish Hatchery Road

Ftohburg, Wi 53711 Wetlands and Waterways

{808} 2753288

PUBL-PM-005 90
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Public Service Corporation

{a subsidiary of WPS resources carporation)
700 North Adams Street

P.O. Box 19002

Green Bay, WI 54307-9002

November 14, 1996

Mr. Bob Martini

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 818

Rhinelander, WI 54501

Dear Bob:

Re. W Hydro Purple | ife Monitoring Pl

Enclosed is the Purple Loosestrife Monitoring Plan for the Wausau Hydroelectric Project for
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources review as per Article 408 of the new Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission license (License # 1999-004).

To comply with license article requirements, please provide your response within 30 days of this
letter. Should you require clarifications or additional information for your review, don’t hesitate
to contact me. Thank you.

Sincerely,

oS

Gregory W. Egtvedt
Assistant Director
Environmental Services

cc - Bill Bloczynski - MERH
Ron Schmidt - D2



FERC Project no, 1999

Objective:  To monitor the spread of Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum Salicaria) on Wausau

IL

111

hydroelectric project lands. Purple Loosestrife is an invasive plant that exhibits
aggressive characteristics. The plant is becoming increasingly common to
wetland areas. In consultation with the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources (WDNR) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Wisconsin
Public Service agrees to periodically monitor the species.

Methods

A, The monitoring methods will include a shoreline survey utilizing a boat to
determine a baseline of existing colonies and then continued monitoring to
determine the increase of density and abundance of the species.

Frequency of Survey

A. The survey will be taken in June or July 199 the time when the plants are
in bloom and biennially thereafter. &

Documentation existing colonies.

A. The results of the survey will be displayed on a map of the total project area, A
copy of the completed map will be provided the the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources no later than October 31, of the year in which the monitoring
was completed.

B. The map will indicate relative populations based on the following criteria:
a. Small Colonies of 1-5 plants
b. Medium Colonies of 6-50 plants

¢. Dense Colonies of >50 plants

C. The need for further action will be discussed with the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources.



Public Service Corporation

{a subsidiary of WPS rescources corporation)
700 North Adams Straet

PO. Box 19002

Green Bay, WI 54307-9002

November 14, 1996

Mr. Jim Fossum

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
1015 Challenger Court
Green Bay, W1 54311

Dear Jim:

_ Hydro Purble ] {fe Monitoring P!

Enclosed is the Purple Loosestrife Monitoring Plan for the Wausau Hydroelectric Project for
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service review as per Article 408 of the new Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission license (License # 1999-004).

To comply with license article requirements, please provide your response within 30 days of this
letter. Should you require clarifications or additional information for your review, don't hesitate

to contact me. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Gregory W. Egtvedt
Assistant Director
Environmental Services

cc - Bill Bloczynski - MERH
Ron Schmidt - D2



Objective:  To monitor the spread of Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum Salicaria) on Wausau

IL

IIL

hydroelectric project lands. Purple Loosestrife is an invasive plant that exhibits
aggressive characteristics. The plant is becoming increasingly common to
wetland areas. In consultation with the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources (WDNR) and the U.wh and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Wisconsin

Public Service agrees to perio ynitor the species.
Methods

A. The monitoring methods will include a shorﬁzfﬁwey utilizing a boat to
determine a baseline of existing colonies and théfi-continued monitoring to
determine the increase of density and abundance of the.species.

Frequency of Survey

A. The survey will be taken in June or July 1997 during the time when the plants are
in bloom and biennially thereafter.

Documentation existing colonies.

A. The results of the survey will be displayed on a map of the total project area. A
copy of the completed map will be provided the the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources no later than October 31, of the year in which the monitoring
was completed.

B. The map will indicate relative populations based on the following criteria:
a. Small Colonies of 1-5 plants

b. Medium Colonies of 6-50 plants
c. Dense Colonies of >50 plants

C. The need for further action will be discussed with the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources.



