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SPOONER LAKE SEPTIC SUMMARY REPORT 

During t h e  summer and f a l l  of 1992 a  s e p t i c  survey was performed by Norton Engineering 
on 120 s e p t i c  systems of l a k e  sho re  p rope r t i e s .  This  included a l l  t h e  s e p t i c  systems on 
t h e  l a k e  wi th  t h e  excep t ion  of t h e  one on Kotch's I s l and  which w i l l  be surveyed l a t e r .  
The r e s u l t s  of t h e  survey were turned over t o  t h e  County Zoning Off ice  f o r  enforcement. 
The Lake D i s t r i c t  has  no power of enforcement. Because of t h e  unusual load  of work f o r  
t h a t  o f f i c e ,  inc luding  a  l o t  of bu i ld ing  permits and var iances  requested t h i s  s p r i n g ,  
t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  process  f o r  t h e  survey has been delayed. On June 15th  t h i r t y  letters 
were s e n t  o u t  t o  t h e  owners of p r o p e r t i e s  t h a t  c l e a r l y  had f a i l i n g  s e p t i c  systems. They 
a r e  encouraged t o  r e p a i r  o r  r e p l a c e  t h e  system wi th in  a  y e a r ' s  time, a s  per  county code. 
T h i r t y  o t h e r  p r o p e r t i e s  were i d e n t i f i e d  a s  " indeterminate" .  These a r e  systems t h a t  a r e  
susp ic ious  but  n o t  c l e a r l y  f a i l i n g .  These r e p o r t s  w i l l  be kep t  on f i l e  and i f  a  
bu i ld ing  permit  is reques ted  f o r  one of t hese  p r o p e r t i e s ,  a  formal s e p t i c  survey w i l l  be 
r equ i r ed .  It is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i f  they change hands, t h a t  a  formal s e p t i c  survey w i l l  be 
undertaken a s  w e l l  a s  p a r t  of t h e  s a l e  t r ansac t ion .  I n  t h i s  way over t h e  nex t  few years  
t hese  ques t ionab le  sys  tems w i l l  be upgraded o r  a t  l e a s t  more c l e a r l y  e luc ida t ed .  No 
letters of n o t i f i c a t i o n  have y e t  been s e n t  o u t  t o  t hese  landowners but  they w i l l  be i n  
t h e  n e x t  few weeks, I am t o l d .  The County Zoning Of f i ce  a l s o  in t ends  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  rest 
of t h e  proper ty  owners t o  l e t  them know t h a t  t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  have been surveyed and 
t h e i r  s e p t i c  systems a r e  accep tab le  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

The c o s t  of each survey was $65.00 and 120 sites br ings  t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  t o  $7,800. This  
money was i ssued  i n  two checks dated January 13,  1992 and September 21, 1992 from 
Spooner Lake R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  D i s t r i c t  t o  Norton Survey. Copies of t hese  checks are 
included wi th  t h i s  r e p o r t .  The Lake D i s t r i c t  rece ived  a check from t h e  DNR f o r  $5',625 
on A p r i l  28, 1992 i n  p a r t i a l  payment of t h e  g ran t .  The g r a n t  was a  3: 1 match n o t  t o  
exceed $7,500. Also enclosed with t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  a copy of our  usua l  sp r ing  news le t t e r .  
Each s p r i n g  w e  have a board of d i r e c t o r s  meeting and i s s u e  a news le t t e r  about  t h e  of f -  
season bus iness  of t h e  Lake D i s t r i c t  and an  i n v i t a t i o n  and reminder t o  a t t e n d  te annual  
meeting, which is always t h e  Sunday n i g h t  of Labor Day Weekend. Our meeting and t h e  
news le t t e r  was a l i t t l e  delayed t h i s  year  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  zoning o f f i c e ' s  a c t i o n .  
Consequently,  t h e  sp r ing  n e w s l e t t e r  was no t  s e n t  o u t  u n t i l  mid summer. A l l  landowners 
w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h i s  in format ion  and a  letter from t h e  County i n  t i m e  expla in ing  t h e  s e p t i c  
survey. 

According t o  our  c a l c u l a t i o n ,  75% of $7,800 i s  $5,850. Consequently, t h e  g r a n t  owes t h e  
Lake D i s t r i c t  $5,850 minus $5,625, o r  $225. The o r i g i n a l  e s t ima te  of $10,000 f o r  a 
s e p t i c  survey was n o t  r e a l i z e d ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a savings  of $3,200 o v e r a l l  and a  sav ings  
t o  t h e  DNR of $1,700 over t h e  p ro j ec t ed  ou t l ay  of $7,500. 

Genera l ly ,  t h e  response of t h e  landowners has  been favorable .  The q u a l i t y  of t h e  water 
on Spooner Lake has always been e x c e l l e n t  i n  s p i t e  of t h e s e  f a i l i n g  systems probably 
because of t h e  l a r g e  flow through t h e  system. The landowners a r e  anxious t o  preserve  
water q u a l i t y ,  both t o  main ta in  property values and t o  maintain t h e  resource  f o r  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  and grandchi ldren .  The Board of D i rec to r s  f e e l s  i t  can speak f o r  t h e  proper ty  
owners i n  express ing  i ts  g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  DNR f o r  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  he lp  it provided f o r  
t h i s  s e p t i c  survey. 

ML~L-, 
The Spooner Lake R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
D i s t r i c t ,  Board of D i rec to r s  
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Dearq-~Lake Mst r i c t  Members:. . _ .  . .' 
*, 
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Ihis..'is: yrx l rZzspr ing" ;d t t e r ,  typically sent. out.after,:.the ,"spring Board!,o£ Directors meeting. We are late 
t h i s ' ~ r e a r : i ~ ~ d d e c i d e d ;  to I.4i.t mtil copies of. the l e t k r s l f o r  fa l l ingpept ic  systens vere sent out. You m y  
ternember that last f a l l  a septic survey was done on Spoooer Iake by Norton Engineering. 'his wrk was paJd for by 
a e t  F m > t k ' ~ t - o f  Natural Resources and matrhing funds fmn the &.District. 'The DNR paid 75% of 
t k r w s t  %Id& +aid. 2% of the cost. The total cost of the project was approximately $8500 d o k  d came to 
roughly $65.00 per property, there being 13Ot properties on Spooner lake. 'Ihe inforrrration was t u r d  over to the 
Collnty b d n g  Off ice because the Lake District does mt have the authority to enforce these laus. Tne County, 
b v e r ,  is responsible for enforcement. The Zoning Office has had a large backlog of building permits and 
requests f o r  variances from a d  the County this spring. L t  has consequently not had time to send out the 
letters as early as both w and they had hoped. It is their  intention to contact everyme b e  property was 
surveyed. Ihe f i r s t  group of letters. rnrmbering about 30. was sent to those h e  septic surveys dLearly a re  
failing. lkse letters weat out in mid-June. The next group of letters: mnkrhg  also 3W, will be sent to 
laodowaers whose septic systems are questLooable o r  a t  risk of falling. No f o n d  action will be taken by the 
County at this tLme but the infonuation is left on f i l e  such that i f  the property is to be sold there my be a more 
thorough fds$kitim of the septic system and i f  there is a bullding pennit applied for, there definitely w i l l  be a 
more tho&inspection of - the septic system at that time. 'Ihe Last group of letters w l l l  be sent to a l l  those 
ufth satisfdctory septic systenrs explaining their situation in the process of the -tic survey. 

The Baard of Directors met on Jule 28, 1953 an3 discussed this and s e v d  other topics of interest. Our finances 
are a b i t  cloudy at.this t h  as we have mt cmpleted the paper work fo r  the grant and we don't lcnar exactly where 
we stand. It looks l ike  we w i l l  have several hudred dollars in the treasury a t  the time of the mud meeting. 
Ue w i l l  discuss a t  that time wkther or not there is a need to have our secald a s s e s s m t ,  or tax, since our 
irreptFda eight years ago (our opponents were sure that we woPlld' have a tax every year and we are vely hppy to 
pm&,,u'7&g&!) 

, . 

tbter levels haw been a little hard tn f o l l w  this year with a l l  of the rain. We get the impcessiai that the City 
anticipated .& extra water and opened up the d m  smewbt. A t  the peak of the flooding the uater level uas 
B C ~ C " ~ . .  Wt. It could be that they were overly aggressive w i t h  this o w e  because a t  the time of the board 
meeting the lake was a little low. We drn't thirdc that this w i l l .  be a problem because at the t h e  of this writing 
then? is me rain on the way. Spooner Lake always setnrs to be a little out of the ordinary and we nut be the 
only lake in the upper midwest to report lcu levels a t  this time! 

2he weeds.sean to be a l i t t l e  b i t  ah& of last year. It is the general feeling of the Board. and others, that the 
creed problem seems to get  a little b i t  mrse each year. Certainly at the annual meeting again this year we will be 
discussing the possibility of a draw-down and that w i l l  acoanpany the usual discussion oa the quality of fishing. 

'Ihe Board discllssed tlm new preseoce on the Lake this fmmer of personal water craf t / je t  skis. 'Ihere seen to be 
anre in rnmber thau usual. Opinions 011 the Board, a d  those collected fmn others, ranged from "that lodes lFke 
h, I would like to try it" to "there mthing but a d a m  nuisance". It was unadmusly decided, huever, by the 
Board to reoormrend o r  suggest that persooalwaratercraftoperators, o r  t h e i r p a ~ ~ ~ ~ t s ,  seethatthe"highenergy - 
antics" take place w e l l  away from the ends of docks, o w  boaters and 'fishermn. L t  was mted that the jet 
siciiers seed  to thrive on big waves and the suggestim was made that ehese waves would more ooasistently be f d  
in the middle of the lake and not war tfie edge. Ckce again, the Board notes that it has no authority to enforce 
jet ski rules Jlich have recently been chaoged a d  are IWW are very similar to the rules for other water craft.  



k,&it.;ta. ,.:, ..,.;, . .:. .; M t e  .. .;.; . . . .  ycu all to the annual meeting whxe these topics and other ones will be discussed. 'Ibe United 
: ~ t a a - e  d;.. . .: ..S&Wei will'-be. prwiding us w i t h  a presentation on Zebra POlssels and haJ to keep thm cut of our 

pr ilntal -uop. as almys, is the +day *.t ,of *.labor ory ldeekd. This yfzir lt is 0. Sep- 
. + t b e , ~ ~ l r ~ 7 0 ~ t ~ r r g h i s .  a 7 : ~  ap*-&;gl(=en'+.f. :pi& pl&:$CQne wucipate ws -* so ht amaPr, %"!& Spmoer Lake. .*f &.-wbe .,'<.I ho*:ydr!iL;ul s e &  s t * .  ..:"L'.t:'k . . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . ...:.. ,,-,' ..; 1 .  .:..... ..!. ;,*!3*&$: ii!a.t 1 #it.?, !. -1 , 

P.Sk;i. 'lhere tjiUi'be.a:presentati&'m 'fr&n' the S p w i  Toni &ad on arl upc- m - t  by the 
State.; ?Ns *iaforiPatfon w i l l  be of interest ' to a l l  of us. 

" 

, *  ,:. ;)c, L.,, !, 
; ,< .,?,,;.,;!;,, ::". .;:;: * 

lake ljis tric t Board of Direc tots 
'% 


