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West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission 
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Phone: 715-836-2918     ●     Fax: 715-836-2886    ●    Email: wcwrpc@wcwrpc.org 

 

December 5, 2017 

 

Lisa Helmuth, Water Resources Management Specialist 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Environmental Management-Water Quality Monitoring Section 

101 South Webster Street 

P.O. Box 7921 

Madison, WI  53707-7921 

 

RE: Request for WDNR Administrative Review and a possible Type IV Amendment of the 

Chippewa Falls/Eau Claire Urban Sewer Service Plan for 2025  

 involving approximately 0.10 acres of steep slope (20+%)  

within the southern portion of Lot 6 of the Woodland Plat , City of Eau Claire 

 

Dear Ms. Helmuth: 

 

The Commission has received the enclosed request dated December 5, 2017, from the City of 

Eau Claire for a Type IV Sewer Service Plan Amendment to remove approximately 0.10 acres 

of environmentally sensitive area (ESA) from the sewer service area plan in order to allow for 

in-fill development of a single-family home on a newly created lot.  The Eau Claire Plan 

Commission has approved a Certified Survey Map (CSM) to allow construction of the new 

home on the condition that a Type IV amendment is approved. 

 

WCWRPC is requesting a WDNR administrative review and action on the amendment request 

for the following reasons: 

 Within the current sewer service area plan (SSA Plan), it is unclear whether WCWRPC 

and the local water quality advisory committee (the MPO) have the authority to review 

and take action on this amendment request.  This is a proposed infill development; no 

sewer extension or 208 conformance review is required.  Sanitary sewer service for the 

Woodland Plat was constructed in 1998.  Chapter 6.3 of the SSA states that a Type IV 

amendment is requested when there is potential ESA encroachment in concert with a 

sewer extension, which is also consistent with most policies in the current plan.  

Historically, if there is no sewer extension, typically there is no 208 letter required and 

WCWRPC has not been involved.  As you are aware, we are currently updating the SSA 

Plan policies and procedures to clarify such uncertainties.  But in the interim, a strict 

interpretation of Chapter 6.3 suggests that the standard amendment procedure does not 

apply to the City’s 12/5/17 amendment request. 



 Potentially complicating matters is the fact that this is an “after-the-fact” amendment 

request.  As noted in the 9/18/17 Plan Commission minutes included in the City’s 

request, grading at the site and encroachment of the approximately 0.10 acres of steep 

slope ESA has already occurred prior.  As I understand it, this grading occurred 

without the consent and knowledge of the City and prior to the involvement of the 

current land surveying/engineering firm.  While this may not impact the decision to 

approve or deny the amendment, the current SSA Plan does not suggest how such 

“after-the-fact” amendments should be handled and potential actions should such an 

amendment be denied. 

 

The following additional information may be particularly helpful in your consideration of this 

request: 

 The project location is within the sewer service area boundary and, except for the ESA 

encroachment, the project is otherwise in conformance with the SSA Plan.  In fact, 

policies within the SSA Plan specifically encourage infill and a compact pattern of 

development. 

 As noted in the City’s request, the site is located over 6,500 feet from the nearest surface 

water or floodplain.  I will add that the nearest mapped wetland is over 3,500 feet from 

the project site.   Except for the steep slope, the project area includes no other known 

ESAs and there would be no direct runoff of stormwater to any surface water or 

wetland. 

 The City’s request includes a Site Grading and Erosion Control Plan prepared by a 

licensed engineer and describes the construction erosion control and post construction 

stabilization measures that are being required.  The City’s Engineering Department has 

approved the Grading Plan. 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 

 

Thank you, 

 
Chris Straight 

Senior Planner 

chris@wcwrpc.org 

 
cc: John Genskow, City Engineer, City of Eau Claire 

 Eric Knauf, American Land Surveying 
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