




Pedo Creek: New Name (Commemorative) 
 

Recommended Name of Feature: Pedo Creek  (4.92 miles) 
 
Current Name of Feature: Unnamed (WBIC 1250100) 
 

Unnamed WDNR – Register of Waterbodies 

Unnamed Dane County GIS 

Black Earth Creek (Waters ID: 1248600) WDNR – Dane County classified trout streams 
 
Location & Description: T7N R7E Sec. 5; Town of Berry, Dane County 
 

DNR Trout Stream Classification | Map 
 
The feature is a 4.92 mile creek in Dane County, within the Town of Berry. It is connected to several 
other streams and is fed from Black Earth Creek, a perennial stream. The stream is simply referred to 
as part of Black Earth Creek This feature is classified as an intermittent stream by Dane County GIS. 
There are no other waterbodies or features sharing the name of Ruth Ann in Wisconsin. 
 
Proponent:  John Brooks (Cross Plains, WI) 
 
Summary: This is a commemorative naming proposal. The proponent states that naming this creek 
will help with mapping and signage in the area. The proposed name is after Edward “Pedo” Kerl 
who owned property along the creek from 1948 to 1968, during which there was an effort to drain 
the surrounding wetlands for agricultural purposes, and to straighten this unnamed creek into a ditch. 
Mr. Kerl reportedly prevented that. The stream is classified as a Class I trout stream by the 
Wisconsin DNR. 
 
Local Opinion: An approval letter from the Town of Berry from March 2015 was enclosed with the 
proposal, though an official recommendation form was not received.  No recommendation has been 
received from Dane County.  
 
Letters of support were also enclosed with the proposal, from the Ice Age Trail Alliance, the Black 
Earth Creek Watershed Association, and the Swamplovers Foundation Inc. 
 
Decision: The proposal was denied by the WGNC on 1/16/2018. The decision was made based on 
lack of any historical evidence of the proponent’s namesake and his actions to preserve the wetlands. 
If the history can be proven and there is county support a future approval will be considered.  

 


















