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5 Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources

This section is intended to provide an inventory of the agricultural, natural and cultural resources
of the town of Milltown. The elements which are analyzed in this section include climate, soils,
farmland and topography, geology, mineral resources, vegetation types, watersheds and drainage,
wetlands, floodplains, surface water features, groundwater, air quality, environmental corridors,
threatened and endangered species, wildlife habitat, historic and archaeological sites, cultural
resources and community design. These features present opportunities for conservation and
development and need to be considered before making any decisions concerning future
development within the town.

Milltown is primarily comprised of agricultural and forested lands. Approximately 37% (7,968
acres) of its land being woodland and 36% (7,627 acres) used for agricultural purposes. Just over
20% (4,371 acres) of the town consists of surface water, trails and open space. Intensive uses
such as residential, commercial, and industrial properties make up the remaining seven percent
(1,455 acres) of land uses in the town.

5.1 Climate

The climate of Polk County is continental which includes cold winters and fairly warm summers.
The National Climatic Data Center reported that the average year-round temperature in
Wisconsin is 43 degrees, while the average daily maximum temperature is 81 degrees and the
average daily minimum temperature is 14 degrees. Precipitation is distributed rather evenly
throughout the year, however is highest in summer months. Annual snowfall in Polk County has
ranged from 18 inches to 79 inches, while the average annual rainfall is about 28 inches.
Precipitation averages are adequate for most crops, however some loss in soil moisture is normal
for late summer months. The growing season averages approximately 127 days.

5.2 Soils

Soil is composed of varying proportions of sand, gravel, silt, clay and organic material. The
composition of a soil affects the specific properties of that soil. These properties must be
evaluated prior to any development, as varying limitations exist for each soil.

A detailed study of all the soils in Polk County was developed by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service. As part of that study, soils were identified in terms of
generalized soil associations. The following presents a list and description of the general soil
associations included within the town of Milltown (Map 5-1).
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MAP 5-1
GENERAL SOILS
Town of Milltown

Polk County,
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Amery-Santiago-Magnor
Nearly level to very hilly, well drained and somewhat
poorly drained loamy and silty soils on till plains.
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Nearly level to sloping, well drained silty and loamy soils

on outwash plains.
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Nearly level to very hilly, well drained and somewhat
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FVD Digital Orthophotography Interpretation, 2000 (1992 Photos).
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Amery-Santiago-Magnor Association

The soils in this association are mostly found in areas of cultivated crops or pastures. These soils
are found throughout the township. This association is generally well drained with varying levels
of slope.

This soil associations primary limitation is erosion in cultivated areas, excessive wetness also
presents limitations. If adequately protected against erosion, the major soils have good potential
for cultivated crops. This soil presents limitations for development and the installation of private
sewage systems because limitations for septic tank absorption fields are moderate to severe.
Unprotected areas are ideal for woodland.

Antigo-Rosholt Association

The soils in this association are centrally located within the town. Soils are typically found
within broad outwash plains and in some more sloping areas along drainageways and in areas of
depression. These soils are well drained and nearly level to sloping.

Most area containing this soil type are used for cultivated crops. This association and its related
soils are ideal for crops, woodlands, and residential development.

Rosholt-Cromwell-Menahga Association

This soil association is found mostly in glacial outwash plains with short or uneven slope, along
closed drainageways, and around depression and lakes. This soil association is generally well
drained to somewhat excessively drained.

This soil association has poor potential for cultivated crops due to erosion, tendency to drought
and blowing soil. Some areas may be adequate for woodland. Potential for residential
development is good, however effluent from septic tank absorption can cause pollution to ground
water.

5.3 Farmland

Approximately 7,955 acres (37%) of the land within the town of Milltown consists of
agricultural uses, as either farmsteads or cropland. According to the 1997 Census of Agriculture
the amount of land in farms decreased five percent from 1992 to 1997, the average size of farms
decreased 3%, and the number of full-time farms decreased by 21% in Polk County.

SMHOOMOS54\Town of Milltown 2020 Comprehensive Plan . Foth & Van Dyke and Assoc., Inc. * 5-3
February 2002 .




Draft (Pre-Final) Report
For Discussion Only

Prime agricultural soils as described by the SCS are comprised of class I, IT and III soils. Class I
soils have few limitations that restrict their use. Class II soils have moderate limitations that
reduce the choice of plants or that require moderate conservation practices, while Class III soils
require limited amounts of land management practices to ensure production. The majority of the
acreage of Polk County consists of Class II soils.

5.4 Topography

The topography or surface of the town can be described as generally level slightly some rolling
hills and areas of steep slope mostly in the northeast portion of the town. The surface was formed
by glacial erosion and deposits and is mostly comprised of glacial features, particularly outwash
plains, tunnel channels, eskers and hummocks which are irregularly shaped hills formed by
melting of buried, stagnant ice. The highest point in the town is approximately 1,300 feet above
mean sea level and can be found in the northeast portion of the town. The lowest point is located
in the southeast portion of the town, particularly around Balsam Lake, and is approximately
1,140 feet above mean sea level.

5.5 Geology
Bedrock Geology

According to the Pleistocene Geology of Polk County, Wisconsin, prepared by the Wisconsin
Geological and Natural History Survey, rocks of the Cambrian, Precambrian and Ordovican age
underlie all of Polk County. Pleistocene deposits cover a bedrock surface Precambrian basalt
rocks and Paleozoic sedimentary rock. Outwash plains cover much of Polk County and
constitute one of the most common land forms remaining there from the Wisconsin Glaciation.

Geology within the town of Milltown is primarily made up of pitted outwash plains composed of
various types of sand deposited by meltwater from glaciation. Cobbles and boulders are also
common. Directly east of the village of Milltown, geology consists of gently rolling to
streamlined upland areas that are underlain by thick, reddish-brown, sandy loam. Large
segments of Milltown, particularly around Rice Lake and Half Moon Lake, are described as
marshes and wetlands composed of peat and muck.

Bedrock elevation near Milltown ranges from 325 to 350 meters and is generally 45 meters thick.
Typically, bedrock has not presented any significant problems to development in the town.
Examples of problems that may occur where bedrock is located at or near the surface include the
potential for hindering excavation and considerably increasing the cost of construction. In
addition, conventional onsite septic systems may not function properly where bedrock is near the
surface, possibly resulting in wastewater passing through cracks or fissures.
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5.6 Metallic and Non-Metallic Mineral Resources

The town of Milltown has four active non-metallic mines which are scattered throughout its
jurisdiction. Wisconsin Administrative Code NR 135 required that all Counties adopt and
enforce a Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Ordinance that established performance standards for
the reclamation of active and future nonmetallic mining sites, but not abandoned sites. It is
intended that NR 135 will contribute to environmental protection, stable non-eroding sites,
productive end land use and potential to enhance habitat and increase land values and tax
revenues.

5.7 Vegetation Types
Map 5-2 shows the existing land cover classifications for the town.

According to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) report, Wisconsin’s
Biodiversity as a Management Issue, Polk County is made up of both northern and southern
forest characteristics. Oak, basswood and maple (predominant to southern forests) and mixed
coniferous-deciduous forests (predominant in northern forests) make up the forest features of the
county.

The presence of woodlands within the town is somewhat fragmented, but the majority of
woodland is located in the eastern portion of the town. The woodlands are mostly located
adjacent to lakes, rivers, streams and the watersheds that have created these features.

Woodlands have both economic and ecological value. Multiple benefits can be derived from this
resource under good management practices. For example, woodlands provide for an attractive
rural setting by accentuating the beauty of the landscape. Woodlands also help to maintain the
environmental quality of the area by contributing to clean air and water and provide habitat for a
diversity of plant and animal life. Finally, woodlands contribute to opportunities for recreation
such as hunting; trapping; mushroom, berry and nut collecting; wildlife viewing; and hiking.
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5.8 Watersheds and Drainage

A watershed can be defined as an interconnected area of land draining from surrounding ridge
tops to a common point such as a lake or stream confluence with a neighboring watershed. All
lands and waterways can be found within one watershed or another. In Wisconsin, watersheds
vary in scale from major river systems to small creek drainage areas and typically range in size
from 100 to 300 square miles. River basins encompass several watersheds. There are 32 river
basins in Wisconsin which range in size from 500 to over 5,000 square miles.

Wisconsin has redesigned its natural resource management approach around the concepts of
ecoregions and watersheds. This shift in approach recognizes that working with the natural
structure and function of resources, as opposed to strictly political or social boundaries, will
provide more successful results. The town of Milltown is located in the St. Croix River Basin as
designated by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR).

There are three distinct watersheds contained within the town of Milltown’s boundaries including
the Balsam Branch watershed which dominates the majority of the town, the Trade River
watershed, which is located in the far north-central portion and the Upper Apple River watershed
located along the north east border of the town (Map 5-3).

According to the St. Croix River, Water Quality Management Plan, a publication from the
WDNR, the Balsam Branch watershed was recommended as a high priority for possible selection
as a priority watershed. Water quality within the watershed is threatened by sedimentation and
nutrient runoff from agriculture, shoreline development, and road construction and maintenance.

5.9 Wetlands

According to the United States Environmental Protection Agency, wetlands are areas where
water covers the soil, or is present either at or near the surface of the soil all year or for varying
periods of time during the year, including during the growing season. Water saturation
(hydrology) largely determines how the soil develops and the types of plant and animal
communities living in and on the soil. Wetlands may support both aquatic and terrestrial species.
The prolonged presence of water creates conditions that favor the growth of specially adapted
plants (hydrophytes) and promote the development of characteristic wetland (hydric) soils.
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| MAP 5-3
WATER FEATURE DATA
Town of Milltown
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Source: Polk County, 2000;
FVD Digital Orthophotography Interpretation, 2000 (1992 Photos).
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Wetlands may be seasonal or permanent and are commonly referred to as swamps, marshes, fens
or bogs. Wetland plants and soils have the capacity to store and filter pollutants ranging from
pesticides to animal wastes. Wetlands can make lakes, rivers and streams cleaner, and drinking
water safer. Wetlands also provide valuable habitat for fish, plants, and animals. In addition,
some wetlands can also provide the replenishment of groundwater supplies. Groundwater
discharge is common from wetlands and can be important in maintaining stream flows,
especially during dry months.

Local, state and federal regulations place limitations on the development and use of wetlands and
shorelands. The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) has inventory maps for
each town that identifies wetlands two acres and larger. The wetland inventory map should be
consulted in conjunction with this document whenever the town reviews development proposals
in order to identify wetlands and to ensure their protection from development (Map 5-4).

5.10 Floodplains

The 100-year floodplains in the town are found along Balsam Lake, and feeder streams and
intermittent creeks. For planning and regulatory purposes, the floodplain is normally defined as
those areas, excluding the stream channel, that are subject to inundation by the 100-year
recurrence interval flood event. This event has a one percent chance of occurring in any given
year. Because of this chance of flooding, development in the floodplain should be discouraged
and the development of park and open space in these areas encouraged. The floodplain includes
the floodway and flood fringe. The floodway is the portion of the floodplain that carries flood
water or flood flows, while the flood fringe is the portion of the floodplain outside the floodway,
which is covered by waters during a flood event. The flood fringe is generally associated with
standing water rather than rapidly flowing water.

Wisconsin Statute 87.30 requires counties, cities and villages to implement floodplain zoning. In
addition, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has developed flood hazard data.
Under the authority if the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, FEMA conducted studies to
determine the location and extent of flood lands and the monetary damage risks related to the
insurance of urban development in floodland areas. The 100-year floodplain areas for the
unincorporated areas of Polk County have been delineated by FEMA (Map 5-4).
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MAP 5-4
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5.11 Surface Water Features

Lakes

There are number of major lakes located within the town of Milltown. Surface water makes up
just over eight percent (1,745 acres) of total acreage in the town. The following are the major
lakes within the township which have been studied or monitored over the years.

Half Moon Lake

Half Moon Lake located in the southeast comer of the township contains the greatest
amount of surface water acreage in the town (579 acres). According to a 1994 study of the
lake, commissioned by the electors of the Half Moon Lake Protection and Rehabilitation
District, primary sources of water coming into the lake are from Harder Creek, Tamarack
Bay and the general runoff from lands around the lake. The report also concluded that there
are no identifiable sources of pollution other than non-point sources from the agricultural
lands surrounding the lake.

The 1994 study recommended that efforts be made to preserve the wetlands around the lake
and especially the Harder Creek area which supplies over half of the water flowing into Half
Moon Lake. A 1996 water quality appraisal prepared by the WDNR recommended to
reduce phosphorus loads coming into the lake and enhance fish and wildlife habitat.

Balsam Lake 1

Balsam Lake, also located in the southeast corner of the town, is a 2,054 acre lake of which
the vast majority is located in the bordering town of Balsam Lake. The lake is highly
developed with single family residences and seasonal homes.

Rice Lake

Rice Lake is located in the south central portion of the town, south of the village of
Milltown. This small, 128 acre lake, has been severely affected by past discharges from the
village wastewater treatment system (Ryan, 1990 & Engel & Nichols, 1991).

Antler Lake

Antler Lake is located in the northeast portion of the township with a surface area of
approximately 101 acres, shoreline length of approximately three miles, a maximum depth
of 27 feet and an average depth of nine feet. Antler Lake is a landlocked, non-drainage lake,
therefore its water quality is determined by runoff to the lake from a relatively undeveloped
watershed. Due to these features the lake is particularly sensitive to development impacts.
According to the Antler Lake Management Plan, prepared for the Antler Lake Association
in 1996, the general water quality is high, however the prevention of additional phosphorus
loading will be necessary to protect the current quality. -
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Table 5-1 describes all named lakes that are found in the town of Milltown. For lakes which are
partially within other jurisdictions, the figures reflect data for the entire lake.

Table 5-1
Lake Descriptions
Town of Milltown

Maximum  Lake
Lake Name Area Depth Type Fish Species

Antler Lake 101 22 SE Northern pike, largemouth
bass, panfish

Balsam Lake 2,054 37 SE Northern pike, walleye,
largemouth bass, panfish

Camp Douglas Lake 10 SE NA

East Lake 15 8 SE NA

Elkins Lake 38 15 SE NA

Half Moon Lake 579 60 DG Northern pike, walleye,
largemouth bass, panfish

Kenny Lake 6 7 SE NA

Little Pine Lake 61 10 SE Northern pike, largemouth
bass, panfish '

Lost Lake 10 6 SE NA

Rice Lake 128 10 DG Northern pike, largemouth
bass, panfish

Twenty-Ninth Lake 29 7 SE NA

Source: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Wisconsin Lakes Book, 2001.

Antler Lake, Balsam Lake, Half Moon Lake and Rice Lake are lakes which have a public boat
launching facility available. There are two lake types found in Milltown. Seepage lakes (SE),
which are lakes that do not have an inlet or outlet. They are landlocked lakes with a principal
water source is precipitation or runoff, supplemented by groundwater from the immediate
drainage area. Water levels in these lakes often fluctuate seasonally due to changing
groundwater levels and rainfall patterns. The second type of lake found in the town is drainage
lakes (DG), which have both an inlet and outlet where the main water source is stream drainage.
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Rivers and Streams

Within the town of Milltown, there are several stream and creek features in addition to the many
tributaries, intermittent streams, wetlands and floodplains located throughout the town. The two
primary features include Harder Creek, which flows between Half Moon Lake and Balsam Lake,
and Rice Creek, which flows between Rice Lake and the northern portion of Balsam Lake.

5.12 Groundwater Quality

The source of all groundwater is precipitation which percolates down through the soil until it
reaches the saturated zone of an aquifer where it is then contained. Water in an aquifer travels
from its source to a discharge point such as a well, wetland, spring or lake. During periods of
increased precipitation or thaw, this vast resource is replenished with water moving by gravity
through permeable soils which is called a water table system. In some instances, groundwater
moves because of pressure created by a confining layer of impervious rock which is called an
artesian system. Most groundwater in Polk County is obtained from sand and gravel aquifers or
sandstone aquifers. The quality of groundwater is generally considered good, with minor
limitations being hardness and dissolved solids.

Most groundwater contamination is related to poorly sited land uses such as agricultural manure,
petroleum and salt storage in areas of high groundwater tables or fractured bedrock situations.
Contamination of groundwater reserves can also result from such sources as percolation of water
through improperly placed or maintained landfill sites, private waste disposal (septic effluent),
runoff from livestock yards and urban areas, improper application of agricultural pesticide or
fertilizers, excessive lawn and garden fertilizers and pesticides, leaks from sewer pipes, and
seepage from mining operations into the aquifer. Runoff from leaking petroleum storage tanks
ans spills can also add organic and chemical contaminants in locations where the water table is
near the surface. Once groundwater contamination has occurred, successful remediation can take
years, or may never occur, depending upon the pollutant. Therefore, when considering specific
land uses for an area, it is vital to consider the physical characteristics of the area and the
relationships between the land and the proposed/actual use in order to ensure that groundwater
contamination does not occur.

5.13 Air Quality

In order to evaluate the quality of the air and to protect the public health, a series of National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) have been developed by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) as established in section 109 of the Clean Air Act. According to the
Wisconsin Air Quality Report, as prepared by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(WDNR), the air pollutants affecting Wisconsin include sulfur dioxide, suspended particular
matter, carbon monoxide, ozone, oxides of nitrogen, lead, sulfates and nitrates. Polk County is
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considered an attainment area, which is an area that meets the NAAQS defined in the Federal
Clean Air Act. Within Polk County there are no air monitoring stations.

5.14 Environmental Corridors/Sensitive Areas

The Polk County Zoning Ordinance has established a conservancy district which was established
to protect and preserve the natural character of certain lands for their values to wildlife, water
conservation, flood control, forestry and other public purposes.

Environmental features include wetlands, floodplains and woodlots greater than 10 acres (Map
5-5). When all of these features are mapped, a continuous corridor pattern usually results
because these features often coincide or lie adjacent to each other. Environmental corridors
provide scenic open space, wildlife habitat, educational and recreational opportunities.
Environmental corridors also perform important functions such as controlling, moderating and
storing flood waters while providing nutrient and sediment filtration. Environmental corridors
can also serve as buffers between land uses while improving the aesthetics of the community.

5.15 Threatened and Endangered Species

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) lists species as “endangered” when
the continued existence of that species as a viable component of the state’s wild animals or wild
plants is determined to be in jeopardy on the basis of scientific evidence. “Threatened” species
are listed when it appears likely based on scientific evidence that the species may become
endangered within the foreseeable future. The WDNR also lists species of “special concern” of
which some problem of abundance or distribution is suspected but not yet proved; the intent of
this classification is to focus attention on certain species before becoming endangered or
threatened.

Within Polk county there a number of endangered, threatened and special concern species
including plants, birds, insects, fish and mussels. These areas are identified by section in order to
keep the location general. Exact locations are not identified in order to protect areas and
discourage the intentional destruction of flora and fauna. Development proposals should be
forwarded to the WDNR for comment.

5.16 Wildlife Habitat and State Natural Areas

Wildlife habitat can be simply defined as the presence of enough food, cover, and water to
sustain a species. Polk County and the town of Milltown landscape provides habitat for a variety
of plants, birds, mammals, amphibians, reptiles and fish. Examples of various landscapes that
may be found within the town include prairie, woodland, wetlands and floodplain forest. These
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areas are critical components of the state’s biodiversity and may provide habitat for rare,
threatened and endangered species.

The WDNR also identifies State Natural Areas, which are defined as tracts of land in a natural or
near natural state, which are managed to serve several purposes including scientific research,
teaching of resource management, and preservation of rare native plants and ecological
communities. No State Natural Areas have been identified within the township, however the
following four State Natural Areas are located within the county: Sterling Barrens, Dalles of the
St. Croix River, Interstate Lowland Forest, and Tula Lake.

517 Historic and Cultural Resources

The National Register of Historic Places recognizes properties of local, state and national
significance. Properties are listed in the National Register because of their associations with
significant persons or events, because they contain important information about our history or
prehistory, or because of their architectural or engineering significance. The National Register
also lists important groupings of properties as historic districts. In addition, the National Park
Service highlights properties that have significance to the nation as a whole by conferring them
the status of National Historic Landmark.

The Wisconsin State Register of Historic Places parallels the National Register. However, it is
designed to enable state-level historic preservation protection and benefits. Most of the
properties in Wisconsin listed in the National Register are also listed in the State Register.

According to the National and State Register, no historic places have been identified within the
town of Milltown or within the village of Milltown. There were also no sites identified within
the town or the village on the Wisconsin Architecture and History Inventory (AHI) which is an
inventory of historic and places that are unique to Wisconsin’s history.

While no places or buildings have been listed on the National or State Registers, there are several
places within the town that define the town’s look and character, including:

-

* Historic farmhouse and outbuildings;
* Early 19000 school houses and sites; and
* Logging and railroad history.
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5.18 Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources (ANC) Goals and Objectives

Goal ANC-1: Provide incentives and options to landowners to retain the town’s
contiguous areas of agricultural lands, natural areas and open spaces.

Supporting Objectives

. Explore and develop local farmland preservation incentives and programs (e.g.,
transfer or purchase of development rights) which provide farmers options to realize
some of the value of their property while continuing to farm, and which help them to
maintain economic stability without having to sell their farmland, piece by piece.

. Develop conservation design guidelines and principles (e.g., clustering of home sites)
and promote their use.

. Explore establishment of a mitigation program to obtain permanent preservation of
town farm and natural areas through fees and/or land donations as mitigation of
development impacts.

. Seek opportunities to get existing conservation organizations more involved in land
protection in Milltown.

¢ Support programs which lower tax burden for lands under agricultural production or
conserved as natural areas.

Goal ANC-2: Maintain the operational efficiency and productivity of Milltown’s
agricultural areas for current and future generations.

Supporting Objectives
. Identify town lands where the primary intent is to preserve productive farmland, to

allow for farming expansion, to maintain the efficiency and productivity of town farm
operations, and to protect agricultural investment in land and improvements.

. Protect the continuity of farmland areas.
. Protect prime farmland soils for agricultural or open space uses.
. Appropniately site whatever development occurs in agricultural areas in order to

ensure that growth in rural areas is compatible with the continued use of the adjacent
land for agricultural production.
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¢ Inform current and prospective landowners about the types and timing of agricultural
activities; importance of agriculture to the town economy; potential nuisances of
living within an agricultural area; and actions that can be taken to minimize conflicts.

Goal ANC-3: Maintain, preserve and enhance the town’s natural environment and
apen spaces.

Supporting Objectives

¢ Manage growth to protect town open spaces which, through their preservation, would:
conserve and enhance natural or scenic resources; protect streams, water
supply/quality, and fish and wildlife habitat; promote conservation of soils, wetlands,
beaches, and woodlands; enhance the value of adjoining public lands; maintain and
improve public and private recreation opportunities; and/or preserve historic and
cultural resources.

¢ Direct growth away from environmentally sensitive areas such as wetlands,
floodplains, steep slopes, etc... in order to protect the benefits and functions they
provide and to save future public and private dollars spent on flood control,
stormwater management, habitat restoration, erosion control, water quality
improvements, and rescue services.

. Allow areas for natural movement of water, as well as fish and wildlife.

¢ Maintain a network of natural area and open space corridors and connections.

¢ Maintain and enhance plant and habitat diversity in Milltown.

¢ Maintain and enhance natural buffers along town shoreland and wetland areas to filter

and remove pollutants prior to entry into surface waters, stabilize shorelands, maintain
scenic quality, preserve important fish and wildlife habitat, and to eliminate or reduce
noise and glare intrusion.
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Goal ANC-4: Maintain, preserve and enhance the Town’s rural atmosphere which
contributes to the quality of life.

Supporting Objectives
¢ Encourage development which promotes open space through site design and which
fits within the character of the town as well as the specific location in which the

development is proposed.

* Avoid uniform residential lot sizes over large areas which diminish rural character and
are more characteristic of urban/suburban areas than rural areas.

* Emphasize control of residential density and site design in rural areas rather than lot
size alone.
* Conserve pen space lands not only for their economic importance, but also to retain a

[13

key measure of the town’s “rural character” which is closely linked to the large tracts
of undeveloped land within the town.

* Identify and preserve those scenic views and vistas which characterize Milltown

(identify).

* Control the scale, design (e.g., lighting) and location of outdoor signage to fit within
the character of the area.

* Adopt local controls to address junk yards; on-site storage and disposal of junk
vehicles, white goods (e.g., refrigerators, washers/dryers, etc.), and other junk items;
and dilapidated structures.

¢ Ensure that future buildings are of the same physical scale as existing buildings in the
surrounding area.

. Develop design guidelines for businesses to better address landscaping, aesthetics and
other impacts (e.g., lighting, noise, parking, access, pedestrian access, etc.).
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Goal ANC-5: Preserve the significant historical and cultural lands, sites and structures
that contribute to community identity and character.

Supporting Objectives
. Work cooperatively with Polk County, local historical societies and other appropriate
organizations to identify, record, and protect lands, sites, rustic roads and structures

that have historical or archaeological significance within the town of Milltown.

. Promote the history of Milltown and the aspects that have helped to define it’s culture

and heritage.
. Encourage the adaptive re-use of historic structures and features in Milltown and
record their history.
. Create incentives for developers to rehabilitate historic buildings.
5.19 Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources Policies and Recommendations
Policies
. Land protection criteria shall be used to guide the siting of all new development.
. Environmental corridors and conservancy areas shall be used for natural habitat, trails

and pathways, and outdoor recreation activities (e.g., hunting and hiking) which do
not adversely impact natural features and open spaces found within the corridor.

. New development will be directed to the least productive farmland areas to the fullest
extent possible and where consistent with other goals, objectives and policies of the
town’s plan.

¢ Support the introduction and operation of agriculture support businesses.

. Development proposals shall be reviewed relative to potential impacts to the historical

and cultural resources of the town.
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Recommendations

1. Work with Lake and Homeowners Associations to Protect Natural Resources
Work with Lake and Homeowners Associations to implement programs that will increase
water safety and maintain or improve wildlife habitat, water quality and land preservation
around the lakes within the town.

2. Address the Potential Impacts of Large Scale Farming Operations
Work with Polk County to review applications that impact the town and are subject to the
Polk County Manure and Water Quality Management Ordinance. Applications that affect
property within the extraterritorial review jurisdiction of the village of Milltown and the
village of Balsam Lake should be reviewed for their impacts on these population centers.

3. Protect and Restore Natural Shoreline Areas
Shoreline/shorescaping programs that educate lakeshore property owners about the benefits
of a natural shoreline should be supported by the town.

4. Address the Potential Impacts of Mining Operations
Work with Polk County to review and address future metallic and non-metallic mining
operations within the town. Applications that affect property within the extraterritorial
review jurisdiction of the village of Milltown and the village of Balsam Lake should be
reviewed for their impacts on these population centers.

5.20 Town of Milltown Lake Issues Summary

The following is a brief summary of an issue identification exercise relative to lake planning
within the town of Milltown. The process involved contacting members of each lake association
and also seeking out any literature regarding the lakes to determine some of the issues that
should be addressed as part of the town’s comprehensive planning effort.

Balsam Lake Homeowners Association

Balsam Lake - one of the largest and most popular in the county.

Mostly developed.

Not uncommon for people to purchase lake frontage at $3,000 dollars per foot.
Weed control.

Second tier development.

Don’t want anything that will raise taxes.

* & & & > o
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Balsam Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District

Sewer - half want it, half don’t.

Weed control (cutting/dye).

Conservancy of sensitive areas - purchase by lake association or zoning?
People are searching for old public access points to the lake and clearing old
vegetation.

* & & o

Half Moon Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District

Tamarack Bay - shallow bay that has lots of phosphorous, don’t want to stir it up.
Restrict motor use in Tamarack Bay (work with town on posting signs).
Want to purchase a conservation easement on land around Tamarack Bay to limit
development of swamp area.

¢ Harder Creek - nice filter area near the outlet, District would like to purchase
conservation easements on land surrounding Harder Creek

Half Moon Lake, Wisconsin Lake Planning Grant Report (Robert Bursik Botanical
Enterprises, 1998)

* Discussion regarding the ability of the Lake District to rely on zoning and wetland
laws to protect environmentally sensitive areas.
¢ Recommendation for Lake District to explore the possibility of purchasing areas it

wishes to protect.

Antler Lake
* 100 acre lake with spectacular water quality.
* Forested watershed - want to keep it that way.
¢ Concerned about second tier development.

Antler LLake Management Plan, Phase I: Water Quality Study (Barr Engineering
Company, 1996)

¢ Increases in the lake’s phosphorous concentration will result in increased algal
_abundance and reduced water transparency. Therefore, prevention of additional
phosphorous loading to the lake will be necessary to protect its current water quality.
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Rice Lake

¢ This lake is upstream from Balsam Lake and is a major contributor to Balsam lake’s
fertility problems and has been severely affected by past discharges from the village
wastewater treatment system. (Source: St. Croix Basin Water Quality Management
Plan)

Restoring Rice Lake at Milltown, WI (DNR Technical Bulletin 186)

¢ Water quality in Rice Lake fell from decades of change: nutrient loading from village
and farms, high water from wet years and beaver dams, bottom scouring from wind
and waves, and bullhead dominance from winterkill and especially water turbidity.

. Milltown lost more than wild rice. With the lake water turbid, few people visited Rice
Lake to boat fish or swim. A generation of children grew up without knowing the
wild rice marsh their parents knew, or the soras and ducks the rice once attracted.

. Rice Lake can be improved by continuing to plant wild celery tubers in May and wild
rice seeds in September along the inlet, west shore, and outlet. This 20 percent cover
could stabilize sediment and store nutrients during summer. The reward could be
improved water clarity, fish and waterfow] habitat, and lake use.

St. Croix Basin Water Quality Management Plan (DNR Report 1994)

Balsam Branch Watershed

The watershed contains many significant surface waters and consists of mixed agriculture,
recreational and urban development. Water quality is degraded by sedimentation and
nutrient runoff from agriculture, shoreline development, and road construction and
maintenance.

. Harder Creek - flows between Half Moon and Balsam Lake. The creek contributes
phosphorous to Balsam Lake and should be included in any watershed work done to
control nonpoint source pollution in the Balsam Lake watershed.

¢ Rice Creek - flows between Rice Lake and Little Balsam Lake. The creek is a very
significant source of the total phosphorous loading to Balsam Lake. A study done by
Sandy Engel and Stanley Nichols (1991) found Rice Creek contributes 60 percent of
all phosphorous inputs to Balsam lake and 92 percent of all phosphorous inputs to
Little Balsam Lake. Rice Creek should be included in any watershed work done to
control nonpoint source pollution in the Balsam Lake watershed.
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5.21 Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources Programs

DNR Land Legacy Study

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is conducting a study of places that will be
important in meeting conservation and recreation needs for the next fifty years. The places that
are identified, the study hopes to determine which are the highest priority to protect and why.
This study will identify the general locations of these areas, describe the natural features,
characteristics, and recreational opportunities that make them worthy of protection, and
recommend priorities. For further information on the study and to view a listing of places the
staff have identified as being important in the future, visit the WDNR web-site.

DNR Lake Protection and Lake Planning Grants

Funds are available to collect and analyze information needed to protect and restore lakes and
their watersheds. Types of projects include physical, chemical, biological, and sociological data
collection, water quality assessment, and watershed evaluation including county-wide or regional
initiatives. Funds are also available to protect and improve the water quality of lakes and their
ecosystems. Lake protection grants are available for purchasing land or easements, restoration of
wetlands, development of local regulations to protect water quality, lake improvement activities
called for in a Department approved plan, and countywide lake classification.

DNR River Management and River Planning Grants

River management and planning grants are available from the WDNR for various river protection
and conservation efforts.

Wetlands Reserve Program

The purpose is to restore wetlands previously altered for agricultural use. The goal is wetland
restoration and wildlife habitat establishment. Land which has been owned for one year and can
be restored to wetland conditions are eligible. Landowners may restore wetlands with permanent
or 30-year easements or 10-year contracts. Permanent easements pay 100% of the agricultural
value of the land and 100% cost-sharing; 30-year easements pay 75% of the agricultural value
and 75% cost sharing; 10-year contract pays 75% cost share only. Permanent or 30-year
easements recorded with property deed. 10-year contract is not recorded with deed. Public
access not required. Contact: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.
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Conservation Reserve Program

Purpose is to reduce erosion, increase wildlife habitat, improve water quality, and increase forest
land. Landowner sets aside cropland with annual rental payments based on amount bid.
Practices include tree planting, grass cover, small wetland restoration, prairie and oak savannah
restoration, and others. Eligibility varies by soil type and crop history. Land is accepted into
program if bid qualifies. Continuous sign up open for buffers, waterways and environmental
practices. Periodic sign ups announced throughout the year for other practices. 10 years or 15
year contract if planting hardwood trees. Transferable with change in ownership. Public access
not required. Contact: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service or Farm Service Agency,
or County Land Conservation Department.

Managed Forest Law

Purpose is to promote good forest management through property tax incentives. Practices are
required by an approved forest management plan. Eligibility, landowner with minimum of 10
contiguous acres (80% must be capable of producing merchantable timber). Contract of 25 or 50
years, transferable to new owner for small fee. Open lands must allow hunting, fishing, hiking,
cross-country skiing, and sight-seeing. Up to 80 acres may be closed to public access by the
landowner. 5% yield tax applied to any wood products harvested.

Wisconsin Historical Society, Office of Preservation Planning (OPP)

Whether you need information concerning state or federal laws and regulations that may be
applicable in your case, whether you need information on grassroots strategies for preserving and
protecting historic properties, or whether you need information on how you may protect and
preserve your own historic property the OPP can assist.
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