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Project Summary. In an attempt to identify the trends of growth and change pre 
experienced within the town, the Town of Oakland identified the need for a Land 
Funding for the plan was provided by the Town of Oakland and from a grant pro 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Lake Protection Program. The Nod 
Planning Commission provided technical assistance for the Town of Oakland La 
The purpose of the Land Use Plan was to identify land use concerns, developmer 
examine the town's land base and to make recommendations regarding future lan 
development. This Land Use Plan establishes the base for development of a Com 
Plan, which will be required of all municipalities in the State of Wisconsin (Chap 
Wisconsin Statutes). Comprehensive Plans are required to be implemented by Ja 
This "Smart Growth" plan will contain a minimum set of 9 elements, each of whj 
a different sector of the commullity. 

Acknowledgements. Special thanks and recognition is due to the member of the 
Oakland Land Use Planning Committee for their continued participation, helpful 
intimate knowledge of the town, it's history, residents, current issues and resourc 
Oakland Land Use Planning Committee members include: 

Mary Brill 
Diane Caffrey 
Mary Conley, Town Clerk 
Jaime Carlson 
Don Garner-Gerhardt 
Don Hagen, Committee Chairman 

Bruce Johnson 
Sandee Pease 
Roy Peterson, Town Chairm 
Jan Resberg 
Paul Scott 
Jim Rausch, Town Supervise: 

Special thanks is also due to Steve Rannenberg, Douglas County Zoning Admini! 
making available the time and resources of the Douglas County Zoning Office. 

Technical assistance for the plan was provided by: 
Jason Laumann, Community Development Plann,er Northwest Regional Planninl 
Stephen Andrews, Senior Advisor, Northwest Regional Planning Commission 
Lance Frost, Geographic Information Specialist, Northwest Regional Planning Cc 
Jeff Maas, Community Development Planner, Northwest Regional Planning Corr 

Plan Purpose. The purpose of the Town of Oakland Land Use Plan is to promote 
appropriate land uses, encourage responsible development patterns, and endorse ( 
the natural and cultural environment. 
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Project Area. The civil Town of Oakland is located in the north central portion oj 
County, encompassing all 36 sections of Congressional Township 46 North, Rang 
sections 7 through 36 of Congressional Township 47 North, Range 13 West. Secti 
6 of T47N, R13W fall within the Town of Parkland. 

Lapd Cover. The Town of Oakland encompasses 41,590 acres (64.98 sq. miles) c 
Douglas County. Just over one-half (58.58%) of the town is forested. Agricultural 
use for production and unused fallow fields) are found generally in the northern oi 
town. The following table details the amount of each type of land cover category i 
town. 

Table 1; Land Cover Classifications 

vLsndegory I Acreage I 

FORESTED LANDS 24,365 
Broad-leaved deciduous forest 15,874 
Mixed deciduous/coniferous forest 7,432 
Coniferous forest 1,059 

I I I 

1 SHRUBLAND 300 

BARREN LAND (Rock outcrops, gravelpirs, un-vegetated land) . 196 

WETLANDS 11,161 
Emergent 1 wet-meadow 65 1 
Lowland shrub wetlands 6,340 
Forested wetlands 4,171 

OPEN WATER 835 

TOTAL 4 1,590 
Source: WISCLAND Satellite dataset 

Hydrography. The entire Town of Oakland falls within the Lake Superior Draina 
waters flowing north and east toward Lake Superior. The prominent hydrographic 
town include the Arnnicon River and its tributary network, the Little Arnnicon Ri\ 
tributary network and the three largest lakes: Lyman Lake, Dowling Lake, and Scc 

Wetlands. Wetlands serve important environmental functions including flood con 
quality improvement, and groundwater recharge and providing habitat for fish and 
map on the following page delineates wetlands (two acres and larger) as mapped 1 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources on its Wisconsin Wetland Inventory 
delineation may not reflect all areas categorized as wetlands by the United States I 
Agriculture (USDA) or by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
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A complex set of local, state and federal regulations place limitations on the 
use of wetlands. The Department of Natural Resources regulates the 

other alterations below the ordinary high water mark of navigable 
of Engineers has authority over the placement of fill materials in 
USDA incorporates wetland preservation criteria into its crop 

b- placing fill or altering wetland resources, these agencies must 
authorization. 

Of the Town of Oakland's total area, 26.84 percent is classified as wetlands. 
complexes are found in the town's southern areas in the Douglas County Forest 
along substantial portions of the Amnicon River, the Little Amnicon River, and 
tributaries. Wetlands in the town are of three principal types: forested wetlan 
wetlands, and emergentlwet meadow wetlands. These three wetlands types 
Land Cover Map (Map 2). 

Generalized Soil Types. Within the Town of Oakland are four major soil type dis 
southern portion of the town is dominated by peaty (wet, marshy) soils and 
north central part of the town contains a band of Superior sandy loam and 
quarter of the town falls into the Superior clay region (Map 3). 

Susceptibility to Groundwater Contamination. According to the Wisconsin 
Natural Resources groundwater susceptibility model, approximately the entire 
the Town of Oakland is highly susceptible to contamination. The remainder of 
fiom medium to low susceptibility. The high susceptibility in the south of the to 
attributed to two main factors: the presence of predominantly wet, peaty, high1 
and very shallow groundwater. The depth to groundwater in this area is primarily 
of the surface with the south central portions of the town with groundwater as dee 
(Map 4)- 

Depth to Groundwater. As is indicated on the Depth to Groundwater Map, th 
groundwater throughout the town is within 50 feet of the surface. One notable 
extreme northwest corner of the town where the depth exceeds 50 feet. Of n 
groundwater is not the same as depth to potable (drinkable) water. The dep 
the level at which the subsurface water level begins not the level at which 
household use can be pumped (Map 5). 

Flood Hazard Areas. Flood hazard areas are identified by the Federal Emergenc 
Agency to assist in risk assessment for land development. Areas prone to periodi 
identified on the map in a purple diagonal hatched pattern. In the Town of Oak1 
hazard areas extend along the Amnicon River, the Little Amnicon River, and 
tributaries and in the two large wetland areas in the town's southeast and so 

Public Lands. Of the town's total area, 3 1.4 percent is in public owners land, the 
most substantial portion of which is in the Douglas County Forest lands ly the 
southern one-third of the town (Map 6). 

i 

































































































TOWN OF OAKLAND 
Douglas County, Wisconsin 

Community Land Use Planning 
Survey Results 

February 1,2001 

Prepared by theTown of Oakland with assistance from the 
Northwest Regional Planning Commission for use in the forthcoming 

Town of Oakland Land Use Plan 
* 



The Town of Oakland is presently preparing a land use plan. A key element of the land use plan 
is public participation and public input in identifying the issues presently facing the town or 
which may be important to the town in the future. 

As part of this process, the Town of Oakland Land Use Planning Committee developed and 
disseminated a Community Land Use Survey to each property owner and resident of the town in 
SeptemberIOctober 2000. All surveys received by January 31,2001 were tabulated, and the 
results are presented in this document. 

Of the 650+ surveys mailed out, 217 completed surveys were returned, yielding a 33 percent 
survey response rate. Survey experts indicate that any survey response rate over 20 percent is 
statistically significant, so the Town of Oakland should be pleased with the "tum-out" for its 
survey. 

The Northwest Regional Planning Commission--one of nine regional planning commissions 
serving the State of Wisconsin-has been hired to assist the town in the development of its Land 
Use Plan by providing technical expertise, coordination and dissemination of the survey results, 
mapping, graphics and other consulting needs for the process. 

If you have questions about the Town of Oakland Land Use planning process, please contact: 

Northwest Regional Planning Commission 
1400 S. River Street 
Spooner, Wisconsin 5480 1 
7 151635-2 197 
Fax: 7151635 7262 
info.nwrpc.com 

Don Hagen, Chair 
Town of Oakland Planning Committee 
7061 South Falk Road 
South Range, Wisconsin 54874 
(7 15) 399-8 18 1 
Fax: 715 399 2703 



Town of Oakland Corr~munity Land Use Planning Survey 

The following are the questions as they appeared in the survey accompanied by the 
percentage of responses to each question. The leading response appears in boldface. 

AO. Howimportantarelanduseissuestoyou? 
Very Important: 52.2% 
Important: 41.9% 
Unimportant: 2.3% 
Very Unimportant: 0.0% 
No response: 3.6% 

A 1. The surface waters of Oakland township - its lakes, rivers, streams, 
wetlands' should be protected from degradation (including contamination 
and overuse). 

Agree: 86.6% 
Neutral: 7.8% 
Disagree: 4.1% 
No response: 1.5% 

A2. Provisions should be made to preserve the aesthetic beauty and 
environmental quality of township lakes, rivers, streams, shorelines and 
wetlands. 

Agree: 82.0% 
Neutral: 12.0% 
Disagree: 5.1% 
No response: 0.7% 

A3. It is important to protect the town of Oakland's groundwater and drinking 
water. 

Agree: 92.2% 
Neutral: 5.1 % 
Disagree: 0.9% 
No response: 1.8% 

AIR QUALITY 

B1. In future township planning and development, every effort must be made to 
maintain the highest level of air quality. 

Agree: 79.3% 
Neutral: 16.1% 
Disagree: 3.2% 
No response: 1.4% 



TOWN ZONING AND LAND USE REGULATIONS 

CI. Zoning regulations protect areas more than they detract from them. 
Agree: 56.7% 
Neutral: 30.9% 
Disagree: 10.1% 
No response: 2.3% 

C2. Zoning and land use regulations protect the property values of residents 
and protect them from incompatible land uses near their property. 

Agree: 65.9% 
Neutral: 22.1% 
Disagree: 10.1% 
No response: 1.9% 

C3. Township land uses should be regulated locally by township zoning. 
Agree: 66.4% 
Neutral: 20.7% 
Disagree: 12.0% 
No response: 0.9% 

C4A. Township land use regulations should be enforced. 
Agree: 73.7% 
Neutral: 17.5% 
Disagree: 5.5% 
No response: 3.3% 

C4B. I am satisfied with County zoning. 
Agree: 26.7% 
Neutral: 48.8% 
Disagree: 19.8% 
No response: 4.7% 

C4C. I would prefer Township zoning. 
Agree: 45.2% 
Neutral: 35.0% 
Disagree: 14.7% 
No response: 5.1% 

C5. New industrial and commercial businesses should generally be required to 
locate where there are planned and compatible infrastructure amenities 
such as sewer, water, and roadways. 

Agree: 65.4% 
Neutral: 23.0% 
Disagree: 9.7% 
No response: 1.9% 



C6. The town should develop aesthetic and environmentally sound design 
standards for commercial and industrial development. 

Agree: 71.4% 
Neutral: 15.2% 
Disagree: 11.1% 
No response: 2.3% 

C7A. Future minimum rural lot size should be increased from the current County 
5 acre Minimum. 

Agree: 32.3% 
Neutral: 26.7% 
Disagree: 37.8% 
No response: 3.2% 

C7B. The minimum should be acres. 
Note: Of the 21 7 surveys received, 56.7% did not fill in a value for question C7B. 

The results below reflect the 43.3% who did enter a value. 
Less than 5 acre minimum lot size: 5.3% 
5 to 9 acre minimum lot size: 31.9% 
10 to 19 minimum acre lot size: 52.2% 
20 or more minimum acre lot size: 10.6% 

C8A. Lakeshore minimum lot size should be increased to provide natural buffers 
between neighbors and at the shoreline. 

Agree: 36.9% 
Neutral: 37.8% 
Disagree: 20.3% 
No response: 5.0% 

C8B. The minimum lot size should be feet. 
Note: Of the 21 7 surveys received, 67.3% did not fill in a value for question C8B. The 

results below reflect the 32.7% who did enter a value. 
I 00  feet or less (frontage): 38.0% 
I 01  to 150 feet (frontage): 14.1 % 
150 to 199 feet (frontage): 28.2% 
200 or more (frontage): 19.7% 

C9A. Setback requirements for building on waterfront lots should be increased 
from the current 100 foot requirement. 

Agree: 17.5% 
Neutral: 39.2% 
Disagree: 39.2% 
No response: 4.1 % 



C9B. The setback should be feet 
Note: Of the 21 7 sunleys received, 72.8% did not fill in a value for question C9B. The 

results below reflect the 27.2% who did enter a value. 
100 feet or less (setback): 40.7% 
101 to 150 feet (setback): 37.3% 
150 to 199 feet (setback): 15.2% 
200 or more (setback): 6.8% 

CIO. Junk cars/salvage yards should be regulated by township zoning. 
Agree: 70.7% 
Neutral: 14.3% 
Disagree: 15.2% 
No response: 0.5% 

I .  Unlicensed vehicles should be allowed by pennit only. 
Agree: 48.4% 
Neutral: 16.6% 
Disagree: 33.6% 
No response: 1.4% 

GROWTH AND MANAGEMENT 

Dl .  The township should encourage the preservation of its agricultural-land 
and work to protect its family farms. 

Agree: 76.5% 
Neutral: 17.5% 
Disagree: 5.5% 
No response: 0.5% 

02. It is important to preserve the township's agricultural heritage. 
Agree: 69.1 % 
Neutral: 24.9% . 
Disagree: 5.5% 
No response: 0.5% 

03. It is important for the town to maintain the integrity of its forest resources 
and forest lands. 

Agree: 82.9% 
Neutral: 12.9% 
Disagree: 3.7% 
No response: 0.5% 

04. The rural character of Oakland township should be preserved. 
Agree: 80.6% 
Neutral: 15.2% 
Disagree: 3.7% 
No response: 0.5% b 



D5. It is important to increase the population of Oakland township. 
Agree: 15.7% 
Neutral: 39.2% 
Disagree: 44.6% 
No response: 0.5% 

D6. It is important to attract new businesses to Oakland township. 
Agree: 24.9% 
Neutral: 40.6% 
Disagree: 33.6% 
No response: 0.9% 

07. What kinds of businesses would you encourage locating in Oakland 
township? 



08. What kinds of businesses would you discourage locating in Oakland 
township? 

D9. Commercial haulers who damage township roads should be held 
responsible to repair or pay for the damage. 

Agree: 75.6% 
Neutral: 12.4% 
Disagree: 11.1% 
No response: 0.9% 

Currently there are no town ordinances governing the following activities on 
PUBLIC lands. All are regulated by State or County regulations. Do you want the 
town to adopt more stringent regulations? 

RECREATIONAL USE ISSUES ON PUBLIC LANDS 

E l .  Personal water craft 
Establish town regulations: 41.5% 
Keep existing regulations: 53.5% 
No response: 5.0% 



E2. High speed boats 
Establish town regulations: 47.0% 
Keep existing regulations: 47.9% 
No response: 5.1% 

E3. Recreational boating 
Establish town regulations: 24.4% 
Keep existing regulations: 69.6% 
No response: 6.0% 

E4. Snowmobiles 
Establish town regulations: 41 -5% 
Keep existing regulations: 54.8% 
No response: 3.7% 

E5. All-terrain vehicles 
Establish town regulations: 44.2% 
Keep existing regulations: 51.2% 
No response: 4.6% 

6 Off-road four wheel vehicles 
Establish town regulations: 43.8% 
Keep existing regulations: 51.6% 
No response: 4.6% 

Indicate whether you would "improve regulations" or "keep current regulations" 
regarding the following statements that address residential and business 
development issues? 

RESIDENTIAL AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

F1. Where mobile homes can be located 
Improve regulations: 39.6% 
Keep existing regulations: 53.5% 
No response: 6.9% 

F2. Where residential housing can be built 
Improve regulations: 27.2% 
Keep existing regulations: 65.0% 
No response: 7.8% 

F3. Campgrounds and RV parks 
Improve regulations: 30.4% 
Keep existing regulations: 60.4% 
No response: 9.2% 



E2. High speed boats 
Establish town regulations: 47.0% 
Keep existing regulations: 47.9% 
No response: 5.1% 

E3. Recreational boating 
Establish town regulations: 24.4% 
Keep existing regulations: 69.6% 
No response: 6.0% 

E4. Snowmobiles 
Establish town regulations: 41.5% 
Keep existing regulations: 54.8% 
No response: 3.7% 

E5. All-terrain vehicles 
Establish town regulations: 44.2% 
Keep existing regulations: 51.2% 
No response: 4.6% 

E6. Off-road four wheel vehicles 
Establish town regulations: 43.8% 
Keep existing regulations: 51.6% 
No response: 4.6% 

Indicate whether you would "improve regulations" or "keep current regulations " 
regarding the following statements that address residential and business 
development issues? 

RESIDENTIAL AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

F1. Where mobile homes can be located 
Improve regulations: 39.6% 
Keep existing regulations: 53.5% 
No response: 6.9% 

F2. Where residential housing can be built 
Improve regulations: 27.2% 
Keep existing regulations: 65.0% 
No response: 7.8% 

F3. Campgrounds and RV parks 
Improve regulations: 30.4% 
Keep existing regulations: 60.4% 
No response: 9.2% 



F13. Development on flood plains 
Improve regulations: 39.6% 
Keep existing regulations: 51.2% 
No response: 9.2% 

F14. Development on land with unique natural features 
Improve regulations: 46.5% 
Keep existing regulations: 43.3% 
No response: 10.2% 

F15. Logging practices along lake shores, river banks and stream banks. 
Improve regulations: 57.1 % 
Keep existing regulations: 35.0% 
No response: 7.9% 

F16. Logging practices along township roads 
Improve regulations: 51.2% 
Keep existing regulations: 39.6% 
No response: 9.2% 

F17. Telecommunication towers 
lmprove regulations: 
Keep existing regulations: 
No response: 

F18. Industrial parks 
lmprove regulations: 
Keep existing regulations: 
No response: 

F19. Electrical transmission lines 
lmprove regulations: 
Keep existing regulations: 
No response: 



GI.  What do you like about living in Oakland township? 



G2. What would you like to change about Oakland township? 



G3. Any other comments or suggestions: 

--- , 

Do not take on town zoning I keep county zoning 
Better restrictions on mobile home placement and trailer parks 
Ban sodium vapor lights 
Plant more trees 
Make all town roads open to ATV use 
Protect private property rights 
More compassion toward the elderly 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 





Introduction. The following information are examples of ordinances and sample ordinance language 
presented to address the issues which came to light through the development of the land use plan. These 
are intended as samples and sources of information from which the individual towns may develop and 
adopt their own ordinances through their individual town government processes. 

I ) Screening Ordinance 

The goal of the screening ordinance and recommendations is to assist in the preservation of the 
community's north woods aesthetic qualities and rural character through an overall appearance of 
naturalness, cleanliness and vis~~al order in new residential, commercial and industrial developments 

The Board of Supervisors of the Town of recognize that maintaining natural vegetation 
along roadways where new developments are taking place is an effective means of maintaining the natural 
aesthetic quality of the town. Further, the town recognizes that screening through the use of natural or 
manl~factured means is an effective means of visibly screening legal but aesthetically discontinuous 
adjacent land uses. 

General Requirements 
1.1 A Site Design and Maintenance Plan, which specifies the site design, landscaping and 

vegetation plantings, is required for any new commercial or industrial development or re- 
modeling of an existing commercial or industrial development. 

Exception: In cases where immediate landscaping is not possible, a conditional permit may be 
issued, with landscaping and screening to be completed within one-year of occupancy:. 

1.2 Site design will incorporate existing topographic grades into the design the design andlor when 
grading and contouring the site so that the finished grade should appear as natural to the site . 
and surrounding areas and protect the natural resources and adjacent properties. 

1.3 Whenever possible, the site should incorporated existing natural features such as existing 
vegetation, forested areas, open space and maintain the integrity of all natural watercourses. 

1.4 Where possible and practical, pedestrian friendly designs, including walkways, benches and 
curbcuts are encouraged. 

1.5 Roadside trees are very important to north woods character and their removal should be 
minimized and supported by clear justification. The use of existing roadside trees and natural 
vegetation in green space and buffer areas is encouraged. 

1.6 Mechanical equipment including, but not limited to: heavy equipment, dumpsterslrecycling 
bins, loading and services areas, salvage yards, open storage areas, propane tanks, ground- 
mounted satellite dishes must be screened totally from the view of the right of way and from 
navigable waterways. Suitable screenings in order of design preference are: 

a) Preserved Natural Landscape Green Space: Must be a minimum of 15 feet in depth and 
consist of a mixture of natural and planted deciduous and coniferous trees between the 
development and the right-of-way andlor navigable waterways ~f significant density to 



screen the object(s) during all seasons. The use of existing trees, shrubs, and natural 
vegetation in the green space is required. 

b) Planted landscape buffer: A dense planting(s) of spruce and balsam evergreens. The 
planting will be a niinimum of 15 feet in depth and will mature to a height appropriate to 
screen the object(s). 

c) Opaque wooden fencing: Left in either an original unpainted or natural color or painted an 
earth toned color surrounding the structure of sufficient size to screen direct view of the 
object(s). 

d) An enclosure or shelter surrounding the structure of sufficient size to screen direct view of 
the object(s) that is of an earth tone color. 



Screening Example 
Several tiers (with a mix of vegetation 
provide a more solid screen between t e 
residence and the roadway. 

b 

:z 

Roadway 

Vegetative Screen 
Native vegetation is most desirable; i.e. leaving 
intact the existing trees. The screen provides 
privacy for the home-owner and visual continuity 
to the roadway. 

\ Ditch1 Drainage --.-- ? 

Drainage and catchment of run-off from the 
roadway. Native shrubs and grasses protect 
the ditch from erosion and provide initial 
filtration. Additional amonng (rip-rap or other 
structural devices) may be needed in areas 
prone to high velocity water flow or that are 
unstable due to existing or imminent erosion. 



II ) Sign Ordinance 

1. GENERAL SIGN REQUIREMENTS 

1 .I Unless specified otherwise in this ordinance, any sign, new or preexisting in the Town of 
shall, within 90 days of the adoption of this ordinance, require a permit, comply with 

permit requirements including an annual fee and permit. All signs will display a permit sticker. Any 
sign that does not have a permit will be removed immediately. 

a) Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) regulated signs deemed illegal at the 
time of this ordinance being enacted will not be issued a permit and shall be removed within 
90 days of enactment of this ordinance. 

b) Upon the effective date of this ordinance, any existing sign or sign structure used for business 
advertising purposes in the Town of and considered legal by WisDOT standards, 
that does not fully comply with the standards set forth in the Town of Sign 
Ordinance, shall be deemed 'legal nonconforming." These signs shall be required to comply 
with all standards set forth in this ordinance no later than five years from the date this 
ordinance is adopted. 

I Leaal D.O.T. sians 
I 

1 Confomina sians: w m i t  reauired 1 

Required Action 

c) Upon the adoption of this ordinance, no legal nonconforming sign may be enlarged or 
replaced without-anew sign permit, appmved under the requirements of this ordinance. 

Wisconsin Dept. of Transportation Sign Status 

Illegal sign: Must be removed immediately 

d) If any legal nonconforming sign deteriorates or is damaged to the point that 50% or more of 
the original sign is in need of replacement, the sign will be considered not in compliance of 
the ordinance and removed. 

Town of Sign Status 
Legal 1 Nonconforming sign: Permit is required but 
the sign is "grand-fathered' with five years to meet the 
Town's sign standards.' 

e) A sliding fee scale will be established for these four classes of signs: 

(1) Way finding for town businesses and residences 

(2) Way findirlg for non-town businesses and residences 

(3) Off-premise for businesses located within the town 

(4) Off-premise advertising signs for businesses located outside the town 



on-premise exterior advertising signs will require a permit, but it will be issued free of 
charge. 

P Exception: Occupational and Business Directory Signs that comply with this ordinance are 
exempt from permit requirements. 

9 Permits will be issued by the Town of according to this schedule: 

(1) Initial Sign Approval: No later than ten days after erection of any sign, the permittee shall 
provide the Town with a completed sign permit, permit fees, and two photos of the completed 
sign as it is erected. One photo shall show the sign and all supporting structures as it appears 
on the permitted location, and the other photo shall clearly show all information appearing on 
the sign. Failure to submit photos shall result in the permit being denied and the sign removed 
at the owner's expense. 

If the front and reverse side of a sign, displays information or if it is a V-shaped sign, it 
will be considered two signs and a third photograph shall be required that clearly 
shows all information on both sign faces. 

(2) Final Approval: Upon finding that the erected sign meets all of the requirements of this 
ordinance, the Town of shall issue the final sign approval and issue a permit sticker 
to the permittee wliich will be affixed to the sign. 

g) Signs not in compliance with this ordinance shall be subject to removal at the owner's 
expense. 

h) Any person violating any provision of this ordinance, upon conviction thereof, shall forfeit a 
penalty as established by the Town of 

i) Any provision of this ordinance that creates an undue hardship, may be appealed @.!he 
Town Board. 

1.2 Any change in a business or transfer in ownership will require existing signs be issued a new 
permit under this ordinance. 

1.3 All signs are required to be kept in good repair and maintain a neat appearance. 

Routine maintenance to an existing sign is allowed without a permit as along as there are no 
changes to the sign's original design as specified in the sign permit. Any changes, beyond routine 
maintenance, to an existing sign must be made compliant with this ordinance and will require that 
the sign is repermitted or the sign will be considered illegal and removed either by the owner or 
the Town of with the owner being billed. 

1.4 Earthtoned colors for sign background are required on all off-premise signs with the exception of 
way finding signs. Fluorescent colors, blaze orange, glitter, sparkles, or flashing lights, beacons, or 
reflective materials for the sign background, lettering, andlor trim are ~rohibied. Lettering may be 



of any other color except as noted above. White and yellow are not permitted as a sign 
background color but may be used for lettering. 

> Exception: White must be used as a background color on Way finding Signs 

1.5 Externally lit off-premise and on-premise signs are permissible where the source of light is 
designed and located in a manner that shields direct view of the light source from a highway driver 
and it is shielded above from illuminating the night sky. This can be accomplished by using hoods 
(on or around the light), landscaping that shields the light source, or light placement that directs 
illumination onto the sign only. 

1.6 No part of a sign or sign structure shall exceed 20 feet above the ground's surface. 

1.7 The sign structures are the posts, poles, or materials used to support a sign. Sign structures must 
be a solid earthtone color or constnrcted of natural materials such as logs, stone, wood. Barber- 
poled striped, nonearthtone colored, andlor reflective materials or advertising I J S ~  on supports 
are not permitted. 

a) No more than one sign, incorporating a maximum of two sign faces, may be erected for 
each sign structure. 

k Exception: Waytinding signs: more than two wayfinding sign faces are permitted per each 
wayfinding sign structure. 

b) "V-shapedn sign structures, where a maximum of two signs is erected at a single location 
on two structures are permitted as long as the angle between the two structures does 
not exceed 90degrees. V-shaped signs, shall be counted as two signs with a total of two 
sign faces. 

1.8 Prohibited signs in the Town of include: 

a) Roof signs that aseplaaxupon, project from, or are erected above the eaves of the roof or 
incorporated into the roof itself. 

b) Billboards, defined as by any sign or aggregate of signs sharing the same sign face whose 
dimension is greater than 32 sq. ft. in size. 

c) Signs that exceed a 32 sq. ft. dimension. 

d) "Advertising vehicles or trailers"(where a vehicle is used as an advertising display) parked on 
the public right-of-way or on private property as to be seen from the public right-of-way . 

e) Signs resembling highway traffic signs or signals or which contain the word "stop," "go 
slow,"caution," "danger," "wamingkr other such wording that could confi~se a motorist. 

f) Posting of bills, posters, placards, and circulars within the public right-of-way or on public 
Property. 'r 



g) Signs which all or parts thereof revolve, flash, blink, or incorporate nioving or rotating lights 
with the exception of devices that inform the public of the time &temperature. 

h) Lights or other illuminated devices producing any type of motion. 

1.9 Sign structures may not be erected in the right-of-way nor any closer than 33 ft. from a roadway 
centerline whichever is greater. 

1.10 May not be erected with the primary intent of its advertising being directed at the users of any 
navigable waterway. 

1.1 1 Franchise signs are permitted as long as the requirements of this sign ordinance are met. 

1 1  2 A sign will be considered abandoned and subject to removal, 90 days after the adoption of this 
ordinance, if it: 

a) Advertises a business which has ceased operation for a period of one year, 

b) 'The sign's advertising space remains vacant of an adve~tising message for a period of one 
year 

c) Signs that have not obtained a permit according to the requirements of this ordinance. 

1.13 The posting of any sign to a tree or the use of a tree as a sign post is prohibited. 

> Exception: "No trespassing signs", 'closed area", 'game farm', or "tree farm" signs which 
are in conformity with Wisconsin Statues. 

1.14 All types of ice fishing shelters used on any lake in the Town of are prohibited from 
displaying any information other than the mandatory minimum req1.1ired by the WDNR. 

WAY FINDING SIGNS 
Are defined as signs used only for finding direction to a business or residence. 
Wayfinding signs mav not include advertising. 

2.1 Way finding signs, with the exception of recreation trail way finding signs, must be the white arrow 
type sign whose dimensions and design are consistent with state standards, as spediid in 
WisDOT Chap. Trans. 200. (s& Appendix A for these state standards) 

2.2 Way finding signs, located on roads other than state or federal highways, are permitted for both 
bl~sinesses and private residences. 

2.3 Way finding signs may only be erected at intersections of state, county andlor town roads. A 
business will be allowed a maximum of one sign for each direction of travel at each intersection. 
White arrow signs will be grouped into sign assemblies that arrange signs from the top of the 
mounting posts to the bottown. Where travel is in two directions, two sign assemblies will be 



necessary with like directional signs grouped together on each asserr~bly to indicate travel in the 
appropriate direction. 

2.4 Illumination, or the use of reflectors, reflective tape or paint, on way finding signs is not permitted. 

2.5 Advertising may not be included on way finding signs. 

2.6 Recreational Trail Way finding signs, used on snowmobile trails or other recreational trails, must 
conform to state trail marker standards but are not to exceed 6 3  224" in size. No Town perrr~it is 
required for these signs. 

3. OFF-PREMISES ADVERTISING SIGNS 

Are defined as advertising signs locatedoutside the contiguous parcel of land that is owned by the 
business it advertises. 

3.1 A maximum of two (2) off-premise permanent signs, advertising products or services is permitted 
for each business establishment. 

3.2 Off-premise advertising sign stn~ctures must be spaced at least 300 feet from any other sign, 
except for on-premises, way finding, or official signs, located on either side of the highway. 

3.3 Each off-premise advertising sign may have an advertising space no greater than 32 sq. ft. in 
aggregate, including the border and trim, but exclusive of supports. Only two sign faces are 
pemitted per sign structure. 

a) Multiple smaller signs may be incorporated within a single sign face but will be subject to the 
32 sq. ft. maximum sq. footage requirements. Neither the length nor the width of any off- 
premise sign shall exceed 8 it. 

3.4 The background color for any internally illuminated off-premise signs must be earthtoned. White is 
not pemitted as a background color. 

4. ON-PREMISE SIGNS 

Are defined as those signs located on the principal site where the business activity specified on the sign 
is normally conducted. See chart for design requirements and nurr~bers of on-premise signs that are 
allowed. 

4.1 Sign permits for on-premise exterior advertising signs are required but shall be issued free of 
charge. 

> Exception:"Occupational Signs" denotirrg only the name and profession of an occupant in a 
dwelling, commercial building, or institutional building and "Business Directory" signs that only 
list the serviis, hours of operation, or menus offered within a building shall not be required to 
obtain a permit provided that they are no more than 2 sq. ft.'in size and located in such a 
manner to be visible from the nearest public right-of-way. 



4.2 Floodlighting a building, where floodlights are used to up-light the exterior walls, is not permitted. 

4.3 Fl~~orescent colors, blaze orange, glitter, sparkles, flashing lights, beacons, or reflective material 
for sign background, lettering, andlor trim are not permitted. 

a) The use of earthtoned colors for on-premise signs is strongly encouraged. 

4.4 lntemally Illuminated Signs 

a) A maximum of three intemally illuminated sign faces are allowed per business and must be 
located on the business's primary premise. 

b) May not be erected with the primary intent of.being directed at the users of any navigable 
waterway. 

c) The background color for all intemally illuminated signs must be earthtoned. White is not 
permitted as a background color. 

4.5 lntemally illuminated vending machines, arcade machines, mechanical rides, and mechanical 
amusement devices shall not be viewable from the public right-of-way or a navigable waterway. 

4.6 Illuminated Canopies: Translucent canopies attached to a building's facade, if internally lit, will be 
considered an intemally lit advertising sign. Illuminated canopies must be earthtoned in color. 
White is not permitted as a background color. 

4.7 Awnings: Awnings that are not illuminated, and senre the function of providing protection from the 
weather or sun, shall not be considered a sign. Only the name of the on-premise business may 
only be printed on awnings without a sign permit. 

4.8 Neon Signs: Are encouraged as on-premise advertising signs as long as the neon sign complies 
with requirements of this ordinance. 

> Exception: Neon, externally illuminated, or non-illuminated signs that state the following 
messages: "No Vacancy", "Vacancy", "Closed", and "Open", "Immediate Seating" are not 
considered an advertising sign and are not subject to on-prernise advertising sign requirements 
as long as the sign does not exceed 3 sq. ft. 

4.9 Caricatures, Statues: Shall only be permitted on the premise of the business that the caricature 
advertises providing that no dimension shall exceed 7 ft. with a maximum cubic footage of 63 w. 
ft. They will be earthtone in color andlor constructed of wooden, stone, or other natural materials. 
They may not incorporate any flashing lights, beacons, reflective materials, glitter, or sparkles. 

> Exception: Statutes or structures of regional distinction or historical significance. 



5. TEMPORARY SIGNS 

Signs that comply with the following requirements, shall not require a sign permit: 

5.1 Special Event Signs: That advertise a one time per year eient, campaign, or activity that will 
occur within 30 days of the sign being erected must be removed with one week of the 
completion of the activity they are promoting. 

5.2 Job-site Construction Site Signs: Denoting owners, occupants, architect, engineer, or 
contractors of improvements under construction must be located on the job site and may not 
exceed 32 sq. ft. in size. They must be removed upon completion of the construction. 

5.3 Real Estate Signs: Are not to exceed 8 sq. ft. in area which advertises the sale, rental, or lease 
of the premises upon which the said signs are temporarily located. 

5.4 Political Signs: Signs conveying a political message for a public election or a referendum sign 
shall not exceed 32 sq. ft. in size and will be removed within seven says of following the 
election or referendum. 

5.5 Banners, Bunting or Flagging: May be displayed on the exterior of a commercial or public 
building two weeks prior to and one week after a commercial business's official grand opening 
or a recognized community event. Banners and signs furnished by beer wholesalers to Class B 
licensees are prohibited by Wisconsin State Statues 125.33 (1) and (2) from being displayed 
outside of these businesses. 

P Exception: Protective flagging for septic systems and other areas that require marking for 
reasons of health, safety, or general welfare is exempt. 



.! Ill ) Noise 1 Nuisance Ordinance 

(a) Loud and Unnecessav Noise Prohibited It shall be unlawful for any person to make, continue or 
cause to be made or continued any loud and unnecessary noise. It shall be unlawful for any person 
knowingly or wantonly to use or operate, or to cause to be used or operated any mechanical device, - 
machine, apparatus or instrument for intensification or amplification of the human voice or any so1.1nd 
or noise in any public or private place in such manner that the peace and good order of the 
neighborhood is disturbed or that persons ownirlg, using or occupying property in the neighborhood 
are disturbed or annoyed. 

(b) Types of Loud and Unnecessav Noises The following acts are declared to be loud, disturbing and 
unnecessary noises in violation of this Section, but this enumeration shall not be deemed to be 
exclusive: 
(1) Horns, sisnalina devices. The sounding of any horn or signaling device on any automobile, 

motorcycle or other vehicle on any Street or public place in the Town for longer than three (3) 
seconds in any period of one (1) minute or less, except as a danger warning; the creation of 
any unreasonable loud or harsh sound by nieans of any signaling device and the soundiug of 
any plainly audible device for an unnecessary and unreasonable period of time; the use of any 
signaling device except one operated by hand or electricity; the use of any horn, whistle or 
other device operated by engine exhaust and device when traffic is for any reason held up. 

(2) Radios, phonoaraphs, similar devices. The using, operating or permitting to be played, used 
or operated any radio receiving set; musical instrument, phonograph or other machine or 
device for the producing or reproducing of sound in a loud and unnecessary manner. The 
operation of any set, instrument, phonograph, machine or device between the hours of 10:OO 
p.m. and 7:00 a.m. in a manner as to be plainly audible at the property line of the building, 
structure or vehicle in which it is located shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this 
Section. 

- -.- (3) Loudswakers, amplifiers for adve~tising. 'The using, operating or permitting to k&hyed,- - p ..- used or operated of any radio receiving set, musical instrument, sound amplifier or other.. 7 

machine or device for the producing of sound which is cast upon the public streets for the 
purpose of commercial advertising or attracting attention of the public structure. 
Announcements over loudspeakers can only be made by the announcer in person and 
without the aid of any mechanical device. 

(4) Animals, birds. The keeping of any animal or bird which causes frequent or long continued 
unnecessary noise. 

(5) Steam whistles. The blowing of any steam whistle attached to any stationary boiler except to 
give notice of the time to begin or stop work or as a warning of fire or danger or upon request 
of proper Town authorities. 

(6) Exhausts. The discharge into the open air of the exhaust of any steam engine, stationary 
internal combustion engine or motor boat except thrwgh a mutk  or other device which will 
effectively prevent loud or explosive noises therefrom. b 



Construction or repair of buildinqs. The erection (including excavation), demolition, alteration 
or repair of any building, as well as the operation of any pile driver, steam shovel, pneumatic 
hammer, derrick, steam or electric hoist, or any other similar equipment attended by loud or 
unusual noise, other than between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:OO p.m. on weekdays; 
provided, however, the Chief of Police shall have the authority, upon determining that the loss 
of inconvenience-which would result to any party in interest would be extraordinary and of 
such nature as to warrant special consideration, to grant a permit for a period necessary 
within which time such work and operation may take place within the hours of 10:OO p.m. to 
7:00 a.m. 

(8) Schools, courts, churches, hospitals. The creation of any excessive noise on any street 
adjacent to any school, institution of learning, church or court while in use, or adjacent to any 
hospital, which unreasonably interferes with the normal operation of that institution, or which 
disturbs or unduly annoys patients in the hospital provided that conspicuous signs are 
displayed in those streets indicating a school, hospital or court street. No person, while on 
public or private grounds adjacent to any building, or while within any building in which a 
school or any class thereof is in session, shall willfully make or assist in the making of any 
noise or diversion which disturbs or tends to disturb the peace or good order and operation of 
such school session or class thereof. 

(9) Exceptions. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to: 
a. Any vehicle of the Town while engaged in necessary public business. 
b. Excavations or repairs of streets or other p1.1blic construction by or on behalf of the Town, 

County, or State at night when public welfare and convenience renders it impossible to 
perform such work during the day. 

c. The reasonable use of amplifiers or loudspeakers in the course of public addresses 
which are noncommercial in nature. 

(c) Permits for Amplifying Devices. 

(1) Permit Required. The useof laudspeakn or amplifying devices on the streets or in the parks 
of the Town is prohibited unless the party desiring to use such loudspeaker or amplifying 
device first obtains a permit from the Chief of Police. 

(2) Grounds or Reasons for Denial or Allowance. The Chief of Police shall have the authority to 
revoke such permit when he believes such loudspeaker or amplifying device is becoming a 
nuisance because of the volume, the method in which it is being used or the location in which it 
is being operated. 

(3) Time Restrictions. The Chief of Police shall not grant a permit to use a loudspeaker or 
amplifying device before the hours of 9:00 a.m. or after 10:OO p.m. No permit shall be granted 
to anyone who, in the opinion of the Chief of Police, uses said loudspeaker or amplifyirrg 
device in such a manner or for such a purpose as to constitute a nuisance. 



Public Nuisances 

11-6-1 Public Nuisances Prohibited 
1 1-6-2 Public Nuisances Defined 
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SEC. 11 -6-1 : PUBI-IC NUISANCES PROHIBITED. 

No person shall erect, contrive, cause, continue, or permit to exist any public nuisance within the Town . 

SEC. 11-6-2: PUBLIC NUISANCE DEFINED. 

A public nuisance is a thing, act, occupation, condition or use of property which shall continue for such 
length of time as to: 
(a) Substantially annoy, injure or endanger the comfort, health, repose or safety of the p1.1blic; 
(b) In any way render the public insecure in life or in the use of property; 
(c) Greatly offend the public morals or decency; 
(d) UI- lawfully and substantially interfere with, obstruct or tend to obstruct or render dangerous for - 

passage any street, alley, highway, navigable body of water or other public way or the use of public 
Property. 

SEC. 11-6-3:PUBLIC NUISANCES AFFECTING HEALTH 

. T h e  following acts, omissions, places, conditions and things are hereby specifically declared t ~ u b l i c  
health nuisances, but such enumeration shall not be construed to exclude other health nuisances coming - 
within the definition of Section 1 1-6-2: 
(a) Adulterated Food. All decayed, harmfully adulterated or unwholesome food or drink sold or 

offered for sale to the public. 
(b) Unburied Carcasses. Carcasses of animals, birds or fowl not intended for human consumption or 

foods which are not buried or otherwise disposed of in a sanitary manner within twenty-four (24) 
hours after death. 

(c) Breeding Places for Vermin, Etc. Accumulations of decayed animal or vegetable matter, trash, 
~bb ish ,  rotting lumber, bedd4 packing material,. scrap metal or any material whatsoever in which 
flies, mosquitoes, diseasecarrying insects, rats or other vermin may breed. 

(d) Stagnant Water. All stagnant water in which mosquitoes, flies or other insects can multiply. 
(e) Garbage Cans. Garbage cans which are not fly-tight. 
(9 Noxious Weeds. All noxious weeds and other rank growth of vegetation. 
(g) Water Pollution. 'The pollution of any public well or cistern, stream, lake, canal or other body of water 

I by sewage, creamery or industrial wastes or other substances. 



(h) Noxious Odors, Etc. Any use of property, substances or things within the Town or within four (4) 
miles thereof or causing any foul, offensive, noisome, nauseous, noxious or disagreeable odors, 
gases, effluvia or stenches extremely repulsive to the physical senses of ordinary persons which 
annoy, discomfort or inconvenience the health of any appreciable number of persons within the 
Town. 

(i) Street Pollution. Any use of property which shall cause any nauseous or unwholesome liquid or 
substance to flow into or upon any street, gutter, alley, sidewalk or public place within the Town. 

(j) Animals at Large. All animals runr~ing at large. 
(k) Accumulations of Refuse. Accumulations of old cans, lumber, elm firewood and other refuse. 
(I) Air Pollution. The escape of smoke, soot, cinders, noxious acids, fumes, gases, fly ash or 

industrial dust within the limits or within one (1) mile therefrom in such quantities as to endanger 
the health of persons of ordinary sensibilities or to threaten or cause substantial injury to property. 

SEC. 11-6-4: PUBI-IC NUISANCES OFFENDING MORALS AND DECENCY. 

The following acts, omissions, places, conditions and things are hereby specifically declared to be public 
nuisances offending public morals and decency, but such enumeration shall not be construed to exclude 
other nuisances offending public morals and decency coming within the definition of Section 11-6-2: 
(a) Disorderly Houses. All disorderly houses, bawdy houses, houses of ill fame, gambling houses and 

buildings or structures kept or resorted to for the purpose of prostitution, promiscuous sexual 
intercourse or gambling. 

(b) Gambling Devices. All gambling devices and slot machines, except as permitted by state law. 
(c) Unlicensed Sale of Liquor and Beer. All places where intoxicating liquor or fermented malt 

beverages are sold, possessed, stored, brewed, bottled, manufactured or rectified without a permit or 
license as'provided for the ordinances of the Town. 

(d) Continuous Violation of Town Ordinance. Any place or premises within the Town where Town 
Ordinances or state laws relating to public health, safety, peace, morals or welfare are openly, 
continuously, repeatedly and intentionally violated. 

(e) Illegal Drinking. Any place or premises resorted to for the purpose of drinking intoxicating liquor or 
fermented malt beverages in violation of the laws of the State of Wisconsin or ordinances of the 
Town. 



SEC. 11-6-5: PUBLIC NUSANCES AFFECTING PEACE AND SAFETY. 

The following acts, omissions, places, conditions and things are hereby declared to be public nuisances 
affecting peace and safety, but such enumeration shall not be construed to exclude other nuisances 
affecting public peace or safety coming within the definition of Section 11 -6-2: 
(a) Signs, Billboards, Etc. All signs and billboards, awnings and other similar structures over or near 

streets, sidewalks, public grounds or places frequented by the public, so situated or constructed as 
to endanger the public safety. 

(b) Illegal Buildings. All b1.1ildings erected, repaired or altered in violation of the provisions of the 
Ordinances of the Town relating to materials and manner of construction of buildings and 
structures within the Town. 

(c) Unauthorized Traffic Signs. All unauthorized signs, signals, markings or devices placed or 
maintained upon or in view of any public highway or railway crossing which purport to be or may be 
mistaken as an official traffic control device, railroad sign or signal or which, because of its color, 
location, brilliance or manner of operation, interferes with the effectiveness of any such device, sign 
or signal. 

(d) Obstruction of Intersections. All trees, hedges, billboards or other obstructions which prevent 
persons driving vehicles on public streets, alleys or highways from obtaining a clear view of traffic 
when approaching an intersection or pedestrian crosswalk. 

(e) Tree Limbs. All limbs of trees which project over a public sidewalk less than ten (10) feet above the 
surface thereof and all limbs which project over a public street less than fourteen (14) feet above the 
surface thereof. 

(f) Dangerous Trees. All trees which are a menace to public safety or are the cause of substantial 
annoyance to the general public. 

(g) Fireworks. All use or display of fireworks except as provided by the laws of the State of Wisconsin 
and Ordinances of the Town. 

(h) Dilapidated Buildings. All buildings or structures so old, dilapidated or out of repair as to be 
dangerous, unsafe, unsanitary or otherwise unfit for human use. 

(i) Wires Over Streets. All wires over streets, alleys or public grounds which are strung less than 
fifteen (15) feet above the surface thereof. 

(j) Noisy Animals or Fowl. The keepi~~aarbor ing of any animal or fowl which, by frequent or 
habitual howling, yelpirrg, barking, crowing ormaking of other noises shall greatly annoy or disturb a 
neighborhood or any considerable number of persons within the Town. 

(k) Obstructions of Streets: Excavations. All obstructions of streets, alleys, sidewalks or crosswalks 
and all excavations in or under the same, except as permitted by the Ordinances of the Town or 
which, although made in accordance with such Ordinances, are kept or maintained for an 
unreasonable or illegal length of time after the purpose thereof has been accomplished, or which do 
not conform to the permit. 

(1) Open Excavations. All open and l~nguarded pits, wells, excavations or unused basements 
accessible from -any public street alley or sidewalk. 

(m) Abandoned Refrigerators- All abandoned refrigerators or iceboxes from which the doors and 
other covers have not been removed or which are not equipped with a device for opening from 
the inside. 

(n) Flammable Liquids. Repeated or continuous violations of the Ordinances of the Town or laws of the 
State relating to the storage of flammable liquids. 

1 (0) Unremoved Snow. All snow and ice not removed or sprinkled with ashes, sawdust, sand or other 
chemical removers, as provided in this Code. b 



SEC. 11-6-6 ABATEMENT OF PUBLIC NUISANCES. 

(a) Summary Abatement. 
(1) Notice to Owner. If the inspecting officer determines that a public nuisance exists within the 

Town and that there is a danger of public health, safety, peace, morals or decency, notice may 
be served by the inspecting officer or an authorized deputy on the person causing, maintaining. 
or permitting such n~risance or on the owner or occupant of the prermses where such nuisance 
is caused, maintained or permitted; and a copy of such notice shall be posted on the premises. 
Such notice shall direct the person causing, maintaining or permitting such nuisance, or the 
owner or occupant of the premises, to abate or remove such nuisance within a period not less 
than twenty-four (24) hours or greater than seven (7) days and shall state that unless such 
nuisance is so abated, the Town will cause the same to be abated and will charge the cost 
thereof to the owner, occupant or person causing, maintaining or permitting the nuisance, as 
the case may be. 

(2) Abatement bv Town. If the nuisance is not abated within the time provided or if the owner, 
occupant or person causing the nuisance cannot be found, the officer having the duty of 
enforcement shall cause the abatement or removal of such public nuisance. 

(b) Abatement by Court Action. If the inspecting officer determines that a public nuisance exists on 
private premises, but that the nature of such nuisance is not such as to threaten great and inunediate 
danger to the public health, safety, peace, morals or decency, the inspector or sanitarian shall file a 
written report of such findings with the Mayor who, upon direction of the Cor~ncil, shall cause an 
action to abate such nuisance to be commenced in the name of the Town in the County Circuit Court 
in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 823, Wis. Stats. 

(c) Court Order. Except where necessary under Subsection (a), no officer hereunder shall use force to 
obtain aocess to private property to abate a public nuisance, but shall request permission to enter 
upon private property if such premises are occupied and, if such permission is denied, shall apply to 
any court having jurisdiction for an order assisting the abatement of the public nuisance. 

.. %Z 
(d) Other Methods Not Excluded. Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed as pii%&ngthe 

abatement of pl~blic nuisance by the Town or its officials in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Wisconsin. 

SEC. 11-6-7: COST OF ABATEMENT. 

In addition to any other penalty imposed by this Chapter for the erection, contrivance, creation, continlrance 
or maintenance of a public nuisance, the cost of abating a p~rblic nuisance by the Town shall be collected 
as a debt from the owner, occupant or person causing, permitting or maintaining the nuisance, such ~ o s t  
shall be assessed against the real estate as a special charge. 

SEC. 11 -6-8: ENFORCEMENT; PENALTY 

(a) Enforcement. The Chief of Police, Fire Chief, Director of Public Works and Buildirrg Inspector shall 
enforce those provisions of this Chapter that come within the jurisdiction of their offices, and they 
shall make periodic inspections and inspections upon complaint to insue that such provisions are 



not violated. No action shall be taken under Section 11-6-6 to abate a public nuisance unless the 
officer has inspected or caused to be inspected the premises where the nuisance is alleged to exist 
and is satisfied that a nuisance does, in fact, exist. 

(b) General Penalty. Any Person who shall violate any provision of this Chapter shall be subject to a 
penalty as provided (by County or Town statute) 



IV) Outdoor Lighting Ordinance 

Statement Of Need And Purpose: Good outdoor lighting at night benefits everyone. It increases 
safety, enhances the Town's nighttime character, and helps provide security. New lighting 
technologies have produced lights that are extremely powerful, and these types of lights may be 
improperly installed so that they create problems of excessive glare, light trespass, and higher 
energy use. Excessive glare can be annoying and may cause safety problems. Light trespass .- 
reduces everyone's privacy, and higher energy use results in increased costs for everyone. There is 
a need for a lighting ordinance that recognizes the benefits of outdoor lighting and provides clear 
gl-~idelines for its installation so as to help maintain and compliment the Town's character. 
Appropriately regulated, and properly installed, outdoor lightirlg will contribute to the safety and 
welfare of the residents of the town. 

This ordinance is intended to reduce the problems created by improperly designed and installed 
outdoor lighting. It is intended to eliminate problems of glare, minimize light trespass, and help 
reduce the energy and financial costs of outdoor lighting by establishing regulations which limit the 
area that certain kinds of outdoor-lighting fixtures can illuminate and by limiting the total allowable 
illumination of lots located in the Town of 

ARTICLE 1 

1 .l. DEFINITIONS: For the purposes of this Ordinance, terms used shall be defined as follows: 

Direct Light: Light emitted directly from the lamp, off of the reflector or reflector diffuser, or through 
the refractor or diffuser lens, of a luminaire. 

Fixture: The assembly that houses the lamp or lamps and can include all or some of the following 
parts: a housing, a mounting bracket or pole socket, a lamp holder, a ballast, a reflector or mirror, 
andlor a refractor or lens. 

Flood or Spot light: Any light fixture or lamp that incorporates a reflector or a refractor to concentrate 
the light output into a directed beam in a particular direction. vL 

Glare: Light emitting from a luminaire with an intensity great enough to reduce a viewer's ability to 
see, and in extreme cases causing momentary blindness. 

Height of Luminaire: 'The height of a lurr~inaire shall be ,the vertical distance from the ground directly 
below the centerline of the luminaire to the lowest direct-light-emitting part of the luminaire. 

Indirect Light: Direct light that has been reflected or has scattered off of other surfaces. 

Lamp: The component of a luminaire that produces the actual light. 

Light Trespass: The shining of light produced by a luminaire beyond the boundaries of the property 
on which it is located. 



Lumen: A unit of luminous flux. One foot-candle is one lumen per square foot. For the purposes of 
this Ordinance, the lumen-output values shall be the INITIAL lumen output ratings of a lamp. 

Luminaire: This is a complete lighting system, and includes a lamp or lamps and a fixture. 

Outdoor Lighting: The nighttime illumination of an outside area or object by any man-made device 
located outdoors that produces light by any means. 

Temporary outdoor lighting: The specific illumination of an outside area of object by any man- 
made device located outdoors that produces light by any Iiieans for a period of less than 7 days, with 
at least 180 days passing before being used again. 

ARTICLE 2 

2.1 REGULA1-IONS: All public and private outdoor lighting installed in the Town of shall be in 
conformance with the requirements established by this Ordinance. 

2.2 CONTROL OF GLARE - LUMlNAlRE DESIGN FACTORS: 
A. Any luminaire with a lamp or lamps rated at a total of MORE than 1800 lumens, and all flood or 

spot luminaires with a lamp or lamps rated at a total of MORE than 900 I~.lmens, shall not emit 
any direct light above a horizontal plane through the lowest direct-light-emitting part of the 
luminaire. 

B. Any lun~inaire with a lamp or lamps rate at a total of MORE than 1800 lumens, and all flood or 
spot luminaires with a lamp or lamps rated at a total of MORE than 900 lumens, shall be 
mounted at a height equal to or less than the value 3 + (D13), where D is the distance in feet to 
the nearest property boundary. 'The maximum height of the luminaire may not exceed 25 feet. 

A. Any luminaire with a lamp or lamps rated at a total of 1800 lumens or LESS, and all flood or 
spot luminaires with a lamp or lamps rated at 900 lumens or LESS, may be llsed without 
restriction to light distribution or mounting height, except that if any spot of flood luminaire rated 
900 11.1mens or LESS is aimed, directed, or focused such as to cause direct light ,from the 
luminaire to be directed toward residential buildings on adjacent or nearby land, or to create 
glare perceptible to persons operating motor vehicles on public ways, the luminaire shall be 
redirected or its light output controlled as necessary to eliminate such conditions. 

B. Luminaires used for public-roadway illumination may be installed at a maximum height of 25 
feet and may be positioned at that height up to the edge of any bordering property. 

C. All temporary emergency lighting need by the the Police or Fire Departments or other 
emergency services, as well as all vehicular luminaires, shall be exempt from the requirements 
of this article. 

D. All hazard warning luminaires required by Federal regulatory agencies are exempt from the 
requirements of this article, except that all luminaires used must be red and must be shown to 
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be as close as possible to the Federally required minimum lumen output requirement for the 
specific task. 

E. Luminaires used primarily for sign illumination may be mounted at any height to a maximum of 
25 feet, regardless of lumen rating. 

2.4. TEMPORARY OUTDOOR LIGHTING 

Any temporary outdoor lighting that conforms to the requirements of this Ordinance shall be allowed. 
Nonconforming temporary outdoor lighting may be permitted by the Board of Supervisors after 
considerirlg: (1) the public andlor private benefits that will res1.11t from the temporary lighting; (2) any 
annoyance or safety problems that may result from the use of the temporary lighting; and (3) the 
duration of the temporary nonconforming lighting. The applicant shall submit a detailed description of 
the proposed temporary nonconforming lighting to the Board of Selectmen, who shall consider the 
request at a duly called meeting of the Board of Selectmen. Prior notice of the meeting of the Board 
of Supervisors shall be given to the applicant and to the Towns Lighting Committee I Land Use 
Committee. The Board of Supervisors shall render its decision on the temporary lighting request 
within two weeks of the date of the meeting. A failure by the Board of Supervisors to act on a request 
within the time allowed shall constitute a denial of the request. 

ARTICLE 3 

3.1. EFFECTIVE DATE AND GRANDFATHERING OF NONCONFIRMING LUMINAIRES: 

A. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon approval by the voters of the Town of 
at an annual or special Town Meeting and shall supersede and replace all previous 

ordinances pertaining to outdoor lighting. 

B. All luminaries lawfully in place prior to the date of the ordinance shall be grand fathered. 
However, any luminaire that replaces a grand fathered luminaire, or any grand fathered 
lurninary that is moved, must meet the standards of this ordinance. 

ARTICLE 4 

4.1. AUTHORIZKI'ION FOR INSTALLATION OF PUBLIC AREA AND ROADWAY LIGHTING: 

A. Installation of any new public-area and roadway lighting fixtures other than for traffic control 
shall be specifically approved at an Annual Town Meeting. 

B. Before any proposal for new multiple public roadway lighting luminaires shall be included in a 
Warrant for an annual Town Meeting, the Lighting Committee and the Board of Supervisors or 
its representative shall hold a public hearing to describe the proposal and to provide an 
opportunity for public comment. Notice of the hearing shall be printed in a newspaper of 
general circulation not less than one (1) week prior to the date of the hearing and shall be 
posted for a period of at least one (1) week before the.meeting. 

Ir 



ARTICLE 5 

5.1. NOTIFICK~ION REQUIREMENTS: 
A. The Town of building permit shall include a statement asking whether the planned 

project will include any outdoor lighting. 

B. Within 30 days of the enactment of this ordinance, the Code Enforcement Officer shall send a 
copy of the O~~tdoor Lighting Ordinance, with cover letter to all local electricians and local 
electric utilities. 

ARTICLE 6 

6.1. VIOLATIONS, LEGAL ACTIONS, AND PENALTIES: 

A. Violations and Legal Actions: If, after investigation, the Code Enforcement Officer ,finds that 
any provision of the Ordinance is being violated, he shall give notice by hand delivery or by 
certified mail, return-receipt requested, of such violation to the owner andlor to the occupant of 
such premises, demanding that violation be abated within thirty (30) days of the date of hand 
delivery or of the date of mailing of the notice. If the violation is not abated within the thirty-day 
period, the Code Enforcement Officer may institute actions and proceedings, either legal or 
equitable, to enjoin, restrain, or abate any violations of this Ordinance and to collect the 
penalties for s ~ ~ c h  violations. 

B. Penalties: A violation of this Ordinance, or any provision thereof, shall be punishable by a civil 
penalty of one hundred dollars ($100), and each day of violation after the expiration of the 
thirty-day period provided in paragraph 1 shall constitute a separate offense for the purpose of 
calculating the civil penalty. 



V )  Communication Tower Ordinance 

WHEREAS, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has issued wireless communication licenses 
for personal communications services and other wireless technologies in order for those license 
holders to provide wireless services throughout the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the growing demand from citizens and businesses for new wireless comm~~nications services 
has produced an increased need for the installations of wireless communication facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the location, siting, design and construction of wireless communication facilities can have 
adverse impacts on celestial observation and the surrounding area; 

NOW, THEREFORE, to accommodate the communication needs of residents and businesses while 
protecting health, safety, and welfare, to minimize adverse visual effects of wireless facilities 
through careful design and siting standards, to avoid potential hazards or damage to adjacent 
properties from tower failure through structural standards and setback requirements, to maximize 
the use of existing and approved towers and structures for new wireless communications 
antennas, and to reduce the number of towers needed to serve the area, the Town Board does 
ordain as follows: 

DEFINITIONS: 

1) Alternative tower structure. Any structure not specifically designed or intended for the placement of 
antennas and wireless communication equipment. 

2) Antenna. Any device or equipment used for the transmission or reception of electromagnetic waves, 
which may include omni-diredional antenna (rod), directional antenna (panel) or parabolic antenna 
(disc). 

3) Collocation. The location of more than one antenna or set of antennas on the same tower structure. 

4) FAA. Federal Aviation Administration. 

5) FCC. Federal Communications Commission. 

6) Height. The distance measured from ground level to the highest point on a tower or structure, 
including any attachments. 

7) Tower. Any structure that is designed and constructed primarily for the purpose of supporting one or 
more antennas, including guy towers, monopole towers and self- supporting lattice towers. The term 
includes radio and television transmission towers, microwave towers, commoncanier towers, cellular 
telephone towers, alternative tower structures and the like. 

8) Tower accessory structure. Any stn~cture located at the base of a tower for housing base receiving 
or transmitting equipment. 



9) Wireless Communications. Any personal wireless services as defined in the Teleconimur~ications 
Act of 1996, including FCC licensed commercial wireless teleconimunications services such as 
cellular, personal conimunication services (PCS), specialized mobile radio (SMR), enhanced 
specialized mobile radio (ESMR), paging and similar services that currently exist or may be 
developed. 

APPLICABILITY 

1) Preexisting Towers and Antennas. Any tower or antenna for which a permit has been issued prior 
to the effective date of this ordinance shall not be required to nieet the requirements of this 
ordinance, however any addition or change to a preexistirrg tower or antenna shall corr~ply with all 
applicable requirements of this ordinance. 

2) AMATEUR RADIO; RECEIVE ONLY ANTENNAS. This ordinance shall not govem the installation of 
any tower or antenna that is owned andlor operated by a federally licensed amateur radio operator or 
is used exclusively for receivwnly antennas. 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

1) All towers and antennas shall cornply with all FCC and FAA rules, regulations and standards. If such 
standards and regulations are changed, then the owners of the towers and antennas governed by 
this ordinance shall bring such tower and antennas into compliance with such revised standards and 
regulations within six (6) months of the effective date of such standards and regulations, unless a 
more stringent compliance schedule is mandated by the controlling federal agency. Failure to bring 
towers and antennas into compliance with such revised standards and regulations shall constitute 
grounds for the removal of the tower or antenna at the owners expense. 

2) Design and installation of all towers shall comply with the manufacturer's specifications. Plans shall 
be approved and certified by a registered professional engineer. 

3) Installation of all towers and antennas shall comply with all applicable state and local building and 
electrical codes. 

4) For leased sites, written authorization for siting the wireless communication facilities from the 
property owner must be provided. 

5) All towers and antennas must be adequately insured for injury and property damage. 

6) All unused towers and antennas must be removed within 12 months of cessation of operation or use, 
unless a written exerrlption is provided by the Town Board. After the facilities are removed, the site 
shall be restored to its original or an improved condition, and anchoring elements shall be removed 
from the ground to within 8 feet of ground level. If removal andlor restoration is not completed, the 
Town of is authorized to cause the complete removal and site restoration and the cost 
shall be assessed against the property as a special assessment. 

; 7) When applicable, proposals to erect new towers and antennas shall be accompanied by any required 
state or local agency license or application for such license. Ir 



8) Only one tower is perrr~itted on a parcel of land. Additional towers may be permitted with a special 
exception permit if the additional tower is located within 200 feet of the existing tower and all other 
requirements of this ordinance are met. 

9) The monopole design is the preferred tower structure. Use of guy or lattice towers must be justified 
on the basis of collocation opportunities or specific structural requirements. 

10) The construction or installation of any wireless communication facilities or related equipment requires 
a building permit from the Town of prior to beginning installation or construction. 

PROHIBITIONS 

1) No tower shall be over feet in height. 

2) No tower or antenna may be installed on a parcel within a subdivision created for residential 
purposes. 

3) No advertising message or sign shall be affixed to any tower or antenna. 

4) Towers and antennas shall not be artificially illuminated i~nless required by FCC or FAA 
regulations. 

5) No part of any tower or antenna shall extend across or over any right-of-way, public street, 
highway, sidewalk, or property line. 

6) All visible light emitting devices shall be prohibited from being used on any tower at any time with 
the exception of the requirements by the FCC or FAA for safety purposes. 

7) Whenever any tower is required to have flashing type lighting or illumination, the use of red flashing 
lights shall be required during the night time ho~~rs  as opposed to white strobe lights unless otherwise 
federally mandated. 

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 

1) Tower structures shall be setback from the nearest property line a distance equal to the height of the 
tower plus the distance of any attachments extending above or beyond the tower. This setback may 
be reduced to 75 percent of the combined height of the tower plus any attachments if the applicant 
submits an engineering report from a registered professional engineer that certifies that the tower is 
designed and engineered to collapse upon failure within the distance from the highest point of the 
structl~re to the property line. 

2) Towers shall not be located within 500 feet of any residence other than the residence on the parcel 
on which the tower is to be located. 

3) New towers shall be designed structurally and electrically to awmmodate the applicant's antennas 
and comparable antennas for at least 2 additional users if the tower is 130 feet or more in height. 



Towers must also be designed to allow for future rearrangement of antennas on the tower and accept 
antennas mounted at different heights. 

SCREENING AND LANDSCAPING 

The tower location shall provide for the maximum amount of screening of the facilities. The site shall be 
landscaped with a buffer of plant materials that effectively screens the view of all tower accessory 
structures, equipment and improvements at ground level from adjacent properties. The standard buffer 
shall consist of a landscaped strip at least 4 feet wide ol~tside the perimeter of the area where tower 
accessory structures and equipment are located at ground level. In locations where the visual impact of the 
tower would be minimal the landscaping requirement may be reduced or waived by the governing authority. 
Existiog mature vegetation and natural landforms on the site shall be preserved to the maximum extent 
possible. 

Security Fencing and Lighting 
a) All towers shall be reasonably protected against unauthorized access. The bottom of the tower 

from ground level to 12 feet above ground shall be designed to preclude ~.lnauthorized climbing 
and shall be enclosed with a minimum of 6 feet high chain link fence with a locked gate. 

b) Security lighting for onground facilities and equipment is pem~itted, as long as it is down 
shielded to keep light within the boundaries of the site. 

Color and Materials 
a) All towers and antennas shall use building materials, colors, textures, screening and 

landscaping that blend the facilities with the surrounding natural features and built environment 
to the greatest extent possible., The tower shall be painted-light blue or other color that is 
demonstrated to minimal visibility. 

b) All metal towers shall be constructed or treated with corrosion resistant material. 



Parking and Access 
Adequate parking spaces shall be provided on each site so that parking on public road right-of-way 
will not be necessary. The governing authority may require additional parking if the minimum parking 
proves to be inadequate. A gated, all-weather driveway must provide access. 

COLLOCATlONlSHARlNG OF FACILITIES 

No new tower shall be permitted unless the applicant demonstrates to the reasonable satisfaction of the 
governing authority that no existing tower or structure can accommodate the applicant's proposed antenna. 
Supporting evidence may consist of any of the following conditions: 

1) No existing towers or structures are located within the geographic area required to meet the 
applicant's engineering requirements. 

2) Existing towers or structures are not of sufficient height to meet the applicant's engineering 
requirements. 

3) Existing towers or structures do not have sufficient stn~ctural strength to support applicant's proposed 
antenna and related equipment. 

4) The applicant's proposed system would cause electromagnetic interference with the system on the 
existing tower or structure, or the system on the existing tower of structure would cause interference 
with the applicant's proposed system. 

5) The fees, cost, or contractual provisions required by the owner to share an existing tower or structure 
or to adapt an existing tower or structure for sharing are unreasonable. Costs exceeding new tower 
development are considered unreasonable. 

6) The applicant demonstrates that there are other limiting factors that render existing towers or 
structures unsuitable. 

APPLICATIONS 

All applications for building permits for new wireless communication facilities shall include the following 
information: 

1) A report from a registered professional engineer and other professionals which: 
a) describes the tower height and design, including a cross section and elevation; 
b) certifies the facility' s compliance with structural and electrical standards; 
c) describes the tower's capacity, including the potential number and type of antennas that it can 

accommodate; 
d) describes the lighting to be placed on the tower of required by the FCC or FAA; 
e) certifies that the facilities will not cause destructive interference with previously established 

public safety communications system; 
9 describes how the req~~irements and standards of these ordinances will-be met by the 

proposed facilities. 



- 2) Each application shall include a facility plan. The Town of will maintain an inventory of all 
existing and proposed wireless communication site installations, and all providers shall provide the 
following information in each plan. The plan must be updated with each submittal as necessary. 

3) Written description of the type of consumer services each provider will provide to its customers 
(cellular, PCS, SMR, ESMR, paging or other anticipated wireless communication services). 

4) Provide a list of all existing sites, existing sites to be 1.1pgraded or replaced, and proposed cell sites 
within the county for these services to be provided by the provider. 

5) Provide a map of the County wliich shows the geographic service areas of the existing and proposed 
cell sites. 

LAND OWNER ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Written acknowledgement by the landowner of a leased site that helshe will abide by all applicable terms 
and conditions of the building permit including the restoration and reclamation reql.lirements of this 
ordinance. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND ANAYLYSIS 

1) The Town of may at its discretion require visual impact demonstrations, including mock- 
ups andlor photo montages; screening and painting plans; network maps; alternative site analysis; 
lists of other nearby wireless communication facilities; or facility design alternatives for the proposed 
facilities. 

2) The Town of may employ on its behalf, an independent technical expert to review 
technical materials submitted by the applicant or to prepare any technical materials required but not 
submitted by the applicant. The applicant shall pay the costs of such review andlor independent 
analysis. , 

3) Any information of an engineering nature that the applicant submits, whether civil, mechanical, or 
electrical shall be certified by a licensed professional engineer. 



EXISI'ING TOWER I NEW ANTENNA 

Applications for a building permit to add a new antenna to an existing tower or structure shall be exempt 
from the requirements under heading APPLICATIONS, items 1,2, and 3 of subsection (b) inclusive. 

ALTERNATIVE TOWER STRUCTURE 

1) If an antenna is installed on an alternative tower structure, the antenna and supporting electrical and 
mechanical equipment must be of a neutral color that is identical to, or closely compatible with, the 
color of the supporting structure so as to make the antenna and related equipment as visually 
unobtrusive as possible. 

2) If equipment is to be installed on an alternative tower structure, applicant shall furnish a report from a 
professional engineer certifying the proposed alternative tower structure to be suitable for applicants 
equipment and intended use. Suitable shall be understood to include, but not be limited to, structural 
integrity and human safety concerns. 

This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption by the Town Board of Supervisors and publication. 



: VI ) Driveway Ordinance 

'The Board of Supervisors of the Town of recognize that emergency vehicles req~~ire access to 
homes, cabins and places of businesses are often hampered and in some cases prevented due to narrow 
access roads and driveways and inadequate turnarounds. This is particula~ly a problem for firefighting 
equipment involved in controlling residential or forest fires. 

The Board of Supervisors are concerned about the personal threat this may impose to emergency 
personnel responding to the call and damage to the town'slfire districts equipment. 

Therefore, the Board of Supervisors enact the following ordinance: 

Whereas, the Board of Supervisors recognize ,the need for and ordinance for all driveways and private 
roads. 

Whereas, the Town is responsible for fire protection. 

Whereas, the Town provides snowplowing services for a fee on private driveways. 

Whereas, the Town wished to provide reasonable access for ambulance service. 

Hereby, the Town Board of the Town of set down the following regulations: 

All driveways must have a minimum of 25 feet at the entrance and 20 feet minimum width throughout the 
length of the driveway. Said 20 feet shall be a flat s1.1rface and free of stumps, trees, brush, rocks and 
debris. A minimurn height clearing of 18 feet is required. Any curves in the driveway or on private roads 
must not be less than 100 feet radius. Driveways exceeding 150 feet in length must provide and adequate 
turnaround that will accommodate a 30 foot long fire truck. 

If a circladdue.is constructed, it must have a radius of no less than 45 feet to the center line. Othetwise, the -- 
turn around areas shall not be less the 60 feet by 60 feet. Private roads shall be the same as the roads 
maintained by the Town. 

Section 1 : Effective -(date)-, no new driveway may be bnstructed unless it meets the specifications of 
this ordinance. 

Section 2: The Town Board recommends that requests for snowplowing existing driveways shall first meet 
the minimum requirements of this ordinance concerning driveways. 

Section 3: Definition of terms. 

"D~.iveway": Every way or private place in private ownership used for vehicular traffic to gain access to a 
public road from a dwelling. 

; "Dwellingn: Any structure in which all or part of which is designated for.or used for human habitation. 



Section 4: Violation of this ordinance will result in the cessation of town services until such time the 
dimensional requirements of the driveway are sufficiently met. 




