303(d) Listing Documentation

Waterbody Name: Halfway Creek
Waterbody ID Code (WBIC): 1676000

Watershed: Lower Black River (BR01)

County(ies):  La Crosse
Impaired Stream Reach (location and mileage):

Stream mile 7.0 upstream to stream mile 9.0 (a total of 2.0 miles)

Type of impairment (water quality standards violations [ex. pH, DO, etc.], not meeting codified use [ex. WWFF should be Cold II], eutrophication, etc.):

Codified use is Cold III. Existing use is Cold III.  Potential use is Cold II.

Cause of impairment (ex. temperature, nutrients, sediment, BOD, toxics, etc.):

Lack of in-stream cover and sedimentation

Source of impairment (ex. point source, nonpoint source, internal load, unknown, etc.):

Streambank erosion, both natural and livestock grazing

Description of monitoring conducted (including dates, results, quality of data and reports):

Fishery Survey 1975 - Documented trout upstream of CTH DH which confirms its Class III classification. An updated classification from Class III to Class II for the upper 1.5 miles of Halfway Creek was recommended as a result of this survey. 

Hydraulic and Sedimentation Study of Halfway Creek and Sand Lake Coulee Creek. Town of Onalaska, WI. November 1995, Vierbicher Associates Inc. EDA Project No: 06-06-61051. - Documented a substantial sediment load to Halfway Creek which originate in the lands that drain to Halfway Creek. 

Macroinvertebrate Sample 2002     IBI=7.7      HBI=3.7 (Very Good)  Sample location in Village of Holmen
Fishery and Abbreviated Habitat Survey of Three Stations  2006 – Sand is dominant substrate throughout entire stream. No evidence of any natural reproduction, which is needed to change to Class II. 
Location of supporting data (electronic and hard copy files):

All data described above is found in the fish files and water quality files at the La Crosse WDNR Service Center, the FH Database and SWMS. Halfway Creek was listed due to the stream not meeting its potential biological use. A fish and habitat survey should be conducted on Halfway Creek to document existing conditions.
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