303(d) Listing Documentation

Waterbody Name: Adams Valley Creek
Waterbody ID Code (WBIC): 1653700

Watershed: Little LaCrosse River (BL05)

County(ies):  La Crosse
Impaired Stream Reach (location and mileage): 

Entire Length (2.5 miles)

Type of impairment (water quality standards violations [ex. pH, DO, etc.], not meeting codified use [ex. WWFF should be Cold II], eutrophication, etc.): 

Not meeting codified use of Cold II and Cold III. Potential use is Cold I for entire stream
Cause of impairment (ex. temperature, nutrients, sediment, BOD, toxics, etc.):

Sedimentation, loss of habitat

Source of impairment (ex. point source, nonpoint source, internal load, unknown, etc.):

Non-point sources (overgrazing by livestock, streambank erosion)

One farmer with feedlot draining to creek found to be causing dissolved oxygen levels to reach 0 mg/l. La Crosse County and DNR issued orders to stop watering on feedlot until a containment system was put in place. This was done in 2006 and the stream has improved at the sampling station halfway down the stream length. This farmer may relocate further from the stream in the future. 

Description of monitoring conducted (including dates, results, quality of data and reports):

Fishery Survey 1973 - 101 Survey documented brook trout fingerlings, yearlings and adults. Survey determined Class II on upper 1.0 miles and Class III on lower 1.5 miles.

Fishery Survey 1993 - Comprehensive survey documented no brook trout and only 2 brown trout near the mouth. These fish likely originated in Burns Creek.

Fish and Habitat Survey 2000 - Baseline survey documented brook trout fingerlings, yearlings and adults on the upper end of Adams Valley Creek. A total of 5 brown trout were found near the mouth. 

Baseflow Water Chemistry Data 1998-2001 - Highest fecal coliform levels and phosphorus concentrations in La Crosse County. 

Consequently, in 1999 La Crosse County ranked Adams Valley Creek its highest priority to expend dollars on reducing non-point source pollution. The county successfully competed for a Targeted Runoff Management Grant. This grant targeted landowners in the Burns Creek and Adams Valley Creek watershed for improvement of land management practices. This TRM Grant is due to expire in Dec. 2002. WDNR plans to re-survey Adams Valley Creek in 2003 or 2004. The county plans to continue baseflow water quality monitoring of Adams Valley Creek. 

Fish Survey 2005 – Two stations, near mouth only found white sucker, upper end found multiple year classes of brook trout. 

Fish Survey 2006 – Two stations, brook trout on upper end

Fish Survey 2008 – Three stations very few fish at all stations. Brook trout only at most upstream station.
Location of supporting data (electronic and hard copy files):

All supporting monitoring data is in the La Crosse WDNR Service Center Files and the FH database. 
Water Chemistry data at La Crosse County Land Conservation Department.
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