Project Funding Request
Date:  
March 16, 2009
Project Title: Lake Mallalieu/Willow River TMDL Implementation Plan development
Staff Requestee: Kathy Bartilson, Buzz Sorge, and Ken Schreiber
Proposed Funding Source: 604(b) Stimulus
Pass through eligible?  Yes, a local planning agency or St. Croix County
Project time period (including completion of deliverables):  October 2009 through September 2010 (one year).  The work could be done the following year if year 1 of the funding cycle is over-subscribed.
Project Description:


Project Objective:


Project Deliverables:


EPA Comment Response

Economic Benefit of the above project:  Provides county with funding to retain existing planning staff.
Total cost of proposed project: $25,500
Under “End products” please identify the reference for the EPA recommended elements referred to in the first bullet.  
-  The EPA elements referenced are EPA's 9 key elements for watershed-based planning taken   directly from the federal register for the Section 319 Program.
Under “Project Deliverables” please confirm that monitoring and evaluation planning elements will be included as part of the implementation plan.
-  Monitoring and evaluation for the Lake Mallalieu/Willow River  TMDL is being pursued by an alternative funding source.
A TMDL is currently being prepared for Lake Mallalieu in St. Croix County.  This lake is impaired due to eutrophication from historic and present phosphorus inputs.  Following TMDL report completion this summer, an Implementation Plan will be developed.  This proposal requests funding for a contractor to draft the Implementation Plan and amend the Area-wide Water Quality Management Plan (both with stakeholder input).





Watershed Planning Support:


Based on the TMDL report being developed this year, amend the Area-wide Water Quality Management Plan to implement TMDL water quality goals and limits.


Develop and write an implementation plan to outline the process for improving Lake Mallalieu and the Willow River that incorporates the TMDL goals.  


Update information on the Willow River watershed in Department water quality planning databases (SWIMS, WATERS).


Coordinate work activities and stakeholder input with the Lake St. Croix TMDL and Implementation Plan development (the Willow River watershed is a “nested TMDL” in the Lake St. Croix TMDL).  Phosphorus reduction measures in the Willow River will be implemented in concert with those for the downstream Lake St. Croix.





End products:  (see “Project deliverables for more details)


Implementation plan written using DNR and EPA recommended elements and based on stakeholder input.


Timeline and process for implementing point source mass cap limits and non-point source phosphorus reduction goals and best management practices.


Amended Area-wide Water Quality Management Plan.








Complete a TMDL Implementation Plan for the Willow River and Lake Mallalieu. This plan will outline a framework for implementing point and non-point source controls in the watershed that will reverse eutrophication of the lake and the Willow River.  Using information gathered from previous monitoring in the watershed, DNR water quality planning databases will be updated for the Willow.  The Area-wide Water Quality Management Plan will also be amended to include the Willow River water quality goals and limits.











Area-wide Water Quality Plan amendment that implements the Willow River TMDL goals and loading limits.


Lake Mallalieu TMDL Implementation Plan developed with stakeholder input.


Mass cap limits for phosphorus to be incorporated in WPDES permits.


Road map for achieving non-point source reductions needed to achieve the TMDL goals.


Updated DNR basin planning databases for the Willow River watershed.
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