Project Funding Request
Date:  4/1/09
Project Title: Supplemental Funds for Water Quality Planning in Designated Management Areas
Staff and Management Requester: Lisa Helmuth

Proposed Funding Source: 604(b)
Project time period (including completion of deliverables): 
Project Description (include goals and performance measures the project aligns with and note internal resources to manage this request):

This project provides supplemental funding for the four Wisconsin agencies that provide Water Quality Management Planning services for designated planning areas due to recent reductions in pass through funds from the economic recession.  The Southeast Wisconsin Regional Planning Agency (SEWRPC), the Capital Area Regional Planning Commission (CARPC), the East Central Regional Planning Commission (ECRPC) and the Brown County Planning Commission (BCPC) have experienced declines in pass through allocations over the past three years due to reductions in federal pass through funds. These agencies will receive allocations sufficient to maintain quality services for local planning activities including sewer service area planning; lake, stream, and groundwater planning support; facility and collection system planning support to local governments; storm water impact analysis and planning support; and related activities.  Work funded under this project also includes two specific local efforts that will involve SEWRPC and CARPC as the assigned responsible oversight agencies (Sweetwater Trust and Yahara Clean, respectively).  Each of the four agencies will be required to submit a quality assurance plan for each of the projects indicated below. These plans will specify methods, procedures, data standards, and related to assure that the work meets Wisconsin DNR Quality Assurance Guidelines.
Project Objective: Maintain existing service quality and quantity in designated planning areas that have experienced significant declines in pass-through funding under the Local Water Quality Planning Aids Program.
Project Deliverables:

Support existing designated area Water Quality Planning Program activities, including: wastewater systems planning, urban service area and environmental corridor delineations, regional groundwater modeling support, and related water quality planning activities. These activities may extend to support of subcontract work for modeling, stormwater planning, environmental corridor delineations, and related work. 

EPA Comment Response

Economic Benefit of the above project:

Key staff and contractors will be retained if these funds are provided to the regional planning agencies and the county/local planning departments.

Estimated Project Budget :
Contractual: $92,760 - Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission, 

Capital Area Regional Planning Commission, Brown County Planning Commission and East Central Regional Planning Commission.

	Title 
	Description
	Cost

	#18A. CARPC - 
Yahara Clean – Coordinator Position – see scope of work below.
	Coordinate multi-agency watershed initiative to restore, protect, and maintain Yahara Watershed.
	$27,120

	# 18B.  CARPC-
- WQ conditions and trends update - Appendix B Update below
	Update Monitoring and Planning section
	$33,000

	#18C.  SEWRPC -- 
SWEET Water Trust – see project scope below.
	Work with partner agencies and organizations to facilitate restoration of Southeast Wisconsin waters.
	$20,000

	#18D.  SEWRPC 

- Preparation for an updated Water Resouces Plan for the Southeastern Wisconsin Fox River Commission.
	Expedite updates for additional urban service areas with intense development pressures.
	$40,000

	#18E.  East Central Regional Planning Commission (ECRPC) – Groundwater Recharge Area Identification - see scope of work below
	Update Urban Service Area Maps
	$12,760

	#18F.  Brown County Planning Commission (BCPC) – see scope of work below
	Update Urban Service Area Maps
	$10,000

	Total
	
	$142,880.00



Southeastern WI Regional Planning Commission

Sweet Water Trust - Watershed Planning and Implementation 604(b)
Date:  April 6, 2009

Project Title: Southeastern Wisconsin Watersheds Trust (SWWT)

Staff Requestee: Sharon L. Gayan, Milwaukee River Basin Supervisor

Proposed Funding Source: 604(b) Stimulus

Passthrough eligible? Yes, the grant would be issued to the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission or to MMSD as a pass through to the SWWT consultant.

Project time period (including completion of deliverables): June 2009 through June 2010

The Southeastern Wisconsin Watersheds Trust (SWWT) currently is developing Watershed Restoration Plans (WRP) for the Kinnickinnic River.  The focus of this plan will be to compute the pollutant loads to the waterway and then develop a suite of best management practices that can be used to reduce those loads.  Using this plan and the existing water quality monitoring data, improvements will be quantified.

Additionally, the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) is developing a flood management plan for the Kinnickinnic River.  This plan will determine where existing flooding is occurring.  Flood management approaches will be developed that address this flooding and will address the impacts of removing the concrete lining to the channel.

The Southeastern Regional Planning Commission would work with SWWT to use the 604(b) funding to do some targeted modeling of two subwatersheds of the Kinnickinnic River: Villa Mann Creek and Holmes Avenue Creek.  These two subwatersheds will provide a good understanding of the impacts stormwater best management practices (also known as green infrastructure) might have on the quantity and quality of water in the Kinnickinnic River.  The modeling would simulate the benefits of “blanketing” the subwatersheds with bioswales, rain gardens, rain barrels, and green roofs.  If benefits are found through this analysis, SWWT members would then have a roadmap for implementation.
Estimated Project Budget : $20,000

Project Objective: The Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission would pass through the 604 (b) funding to the consultant doing the Kinnickinnic River Watershed Restoration Plan for the Southeastern Wisconsin Watersheds Trust (SWWT).  The consultant would also provide the information to Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District to incorporate into their Kinnickinnic River Watercourse Flood Control Study.

1) To integrate the use of non-structural best management practices widely known as green infrastructure into the planning and implementation process of the Kinnickinnic Watershed Restoration Plan (WRP) process for two subwatershed: Villa Mann Creek and Holmes Avenue Creek. 

2) To model using the “blanket approach” of green infrastructure for the two subwatersheds showing where implementation of practices would benefit water quality and quantity in the stream.

3) To integrate the use of green infrastructure practices into the Kinnickinnic Watercourse Flood Study for the two subwatersheds.

4) To identify areas in the two watersheds where the “blanketing” approach of green infrastructure would benefit water quality and water quantity goals.

Project Deliverables:

1) Completion of the green infrastructure practices “blanketing” modeling results for Villa Mann and Holmes Avenue Creek subwatersheds.

2) Incorporation of the green infrastructure practices “blanketing” modeling results into both the Kinnickinnic River WRP and the Kinnickinnic River Watercourse Study

3) Identification of green infrastructure practices by area in each of the subwatersheds that show the greatest water quality and water quantity benefit for the stream

4) Summarize results in a report on the effectiveness of using a blanket green infrastructure practices approach.

Recommend a green infrastructure pilot project (if benefits are found through this analysis) to the Southeastern Wisconsin Watershed Trust for implementation. 
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