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Goal #1- Horlick Dam



Brochure

The Root River and the Root River Council is a great

place to volunteer your time and talents! We have a
wide variety of volunteer opportunities through
the entire year. Please consider becoming a member or
making a donation in support of this work.
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The Root River Council is committed to the Horlick Dam'’s history and its need for action
revitalization and redevelopment of the
Root River in Racine, W1




Brochure

In 1835 the Horlick Dam was
constructed to power the first
sawmill, which continued until
1870. The dam was rebuilt in 1873
and 1885. In 1540, the dam was
rebuilt again to use for a gristmill.
After 1940, the dam supported
recreation upstream from the
impoundment. Charles and
Richard Horlick attempted
abandoning the dam, but failed,
which precipitated transfer of
ownership and operation of the
dam to Racine County. The County
facilitated a final reconstruction
for recreation purposes in 1975.

Due to the inadequate
spillway capacity,
structural
modifications to the
dam are necessary.
Thus, a “no action”
alternative is not a
viable option for the
Horlick dam,

Horlick Dam 1975 [constraction)
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Horlick Dam is a concern because of sedimentation, which negatively
contributes to water quality. The dam also interrupts and disconnects
the river system. While the dam does provide some protection from
aquatic invasive species, it is not a complete barrier.

Racine County has until 2024 to increase the capacity of the Horlick
Dam spillway if the County chooses to maintain the dam. Another
option is to abanden and remove the dam. The Root River restoration
plan completed by SEWRPC includes five alternatives: four that recon-
figure the dam and one to remove the dam and one to remove the
dam.

SEWRPC recommended removal of the dam based on environmental
factors only. The County, as owner of the dam, will make the final deci-
sion also considering cost, cultural, safety, and social concerns

The Root River Council is collaborating with water quality and wetland
experts to find the best viable option for the future of the dam and
those affected within the watershed.
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Horlick Dam

Public Workshop #1 (Part of Root River Festival)
Airing of documentary film, DamNation
Sunday September 4, 2016

River Bend Nature Center



2016
Root River
Festival

When: Sunday, September
4, 12pm - épm

Where: River Bend - 3600
North Green Bay Road,

A Festival fo Celebrate the Rooft River's Past, Present and Future

Root River Council

We look forward to seeing everyone as we celebrate
our natural wonders!
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Most Relevant »

Kona Stefanski The is nothing on your
website about the festival . except for the
one held in 2014. Is there a website that
gives more info?
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DamNation, The Most Important Film You

Will Watch this Year

BY

i

) | AUG 18 2014

DamNation

Patagonia

o]

A salmon leaps out of the frothy waters, slamming its powerful body against the 100 foot high
cement wall. Again and again it tries, but to no avail. Beyond the wall lies the breeding ground
that this salmon’s ancestors have used for hundreds of years. But this salmon, and thousands
like it, may never make it there.

This is a scene from DamNation, this summer's most powerful environmental documentary.
Three years ago, Felt Soul Media filmmakers Ben Knight and Travis Rummel and Stoecker
Ecological fish biologist and underwater photographer Matt Stoecker embarked on a journey to

hitps:/any.si
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9/ July ¥ Yy

12/15/2019 DamNation: The Most Important Film to Watch this Year

document the environmental impacts of deadbeat dams across America. In their feature length
documentary they weave together stories of pristine rivers, age old salmon, cement walls and
the people whose lives are bound together by the flowing water. Visually stunning and
powerfully eye opening, DamNation documents the attempt to reverse a century's worth of
land and water management mistakes.

Sierra recently caught up with director and co-producer Travis Rummel to learn more about
the effects of dams and what it took to create this award- winning film.

1



There’s something different about DamNation than other documentaries.

Compared to other environmental documentaries I think DamNation is pretty uplifting. Dam
removal is something you can do that actually has immediate effects on the environment.
There are 85,000 dams on rivers throughout the U.S. so it’s an issue that is literally in
everyone’s back yard. Most people in the general public just look at dams as part of the
landscape and I think once you see the film you’ll look at dams a lot differently.

Can dams be built sustainably?

T . . A ) P Y - N . By S, g B L L A e N S g, A T L B S L AT PR th, [y § e [T



Horlick Dam
Public Workshop #2 December 12, 2016

River Bend Nature Center, Racine
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‘The Future of Horlick Dam’
A FREE PUBLIC WORKSHOP

Save the Date

Monday, December 12, 2016
6:30-8.00pm
Location: River Bend Nature Center
3600 N. Green Bay Road, Racine

INTRODUCTION BY RACINE CO, PUBLIC WORKS
PRESENTATION BY SEWRPC

Lght refreshments avavadie

A o ae0vion workshop sponsored by
Wisconsin DNR. Racine County. SEWRPC, and Root River Council

&chiuc County

The Root Rver Council s d 10 the revitall et of tha Koot River ta

P

Miswon:

Croste o seme of ploce
Promote economic growih
Improve water quity
Increme pubic nver scoesy



6:30pm

6:32pm

6:35pm

6:45pm

7:30pm

‘The Future of Horlick Dam’
A Free Public Workshop
Monday, December 12, 6:30-8:00pm

River Bend Nature Center 3600 N. Green Bay Road, Racine

Introduction

Introduction

Presentation

Agenda
Jim Chambers, Chair, Root River Council 2 min

Monte Osterman, Root River Council 5 min
Racine County Supervisor, District 3

Julie Anderson, Director, Racine County
Public Works & Development Services 10 min

Laura Herrick, P.E., CFM 45 min
Chief Environmental Engineer
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission

Questions and Answers

Refreshments

\ 4
wondershare



River Bend Presentation
December 12, 2016






Horlick Dam

Public Workshop #3

The Future of Horlick Dam

January 30", 2017 at 6:30 PM at the Racine County Ives Grove Office Complex,

14200 Washington Ave

A Public Workshop sponsored by the Root River Council,

Racine County, Wisconsin DNR, and SWRPC.



Residents look for answers on Horlick Dam replacement

Jonesnan Brnes

Jan 34,2017
Bosnbe for $1/me
fri e B e e " ORKVILLE — Some residents expressed frustration during an informational
meeting Monday night on what to do with Horlick Dam
WENY POR A s At A2 00 M DA MM | L AN | T v e

A crowd of about 5o attended the meeting at the Racine County Ives Grove Office
Complex, 14200 Washington Ave,, to hear from county officials about the dam's
future.

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission officials have recommended
the dam be abandoned and removed at an estimated cost $551,000, although other

options are on the table.
R R T P P T Ay WA T GRS e
WHENY L e e R L E TR

Built in 1835 and rebuilt four times since then, the state Departmaent of Natural
Resources believes the dam may not be able to withstand a 100-year flood and ordered
the dam be repaired or removed by 2024.

MAembars of the poodc and Jocu oMUt 111N 10 & Brishng on Cpaont f0r amovirg or nipairing thi Horid
Cam during & madting Monday night at o hes Srowe county bulding In Yeratik

Jonsther Brings



“The dam holds that water back and gives us the opportunity to snowmobile in the
wintertime, four-wheel in the summertime, fish up there and canoe and kayak. I think
“"Ultimately we need to come 1o a resolution with this. If we choose not to do anything, it has a lot of recreation value,” longtime resident Cary Kennedy said.

that's on us,” Racine County Executive Jonathan Delagrave told the audience.
Kennedy said he also is concerned animal life will be affectad in unknown ways if the

Delagrave said the County Board has not made a decision, dam is removed,
Julie Anderson, the county’s director of public works, said removing the dam would “If you take the dam out, the salmon will need tennis shoes to get up river,” one
ost an estimated $551,000, That option would reduce the width of some of the widest unidentified resident shouted out during the meeting.

areas of the river by half, according to officials. Some residents expressed conoern over
the unforeseen costs to the county or residents to repair the damage left behind by

such a move. R e b danek RO e AV TH 1 ST DI TS e "
Atissue for some is the potantial for loss of recreational opportunities, For example, Jam, MOUA0wS Ltk 1420 01 MO O O | LA Nt | Marva¥vae aen
water levels near the boat launch could drop from 8 feet to 1 to 2 feet. There are alternatives to removal; some of those involve expensive sediment removal

that has to be assessed for contaminants, officials said,



Alternative 1 would take 3 feet off the top of the dam to get it back to DNR specs and
cost an estimated $411,000. Alternative 2, with an estimated cost of $555,000, would
bring the dam back to DNR specs and include a fish passage for salmon to get past the
dam.

Alternative 3, the most expensive option at $998,000, would lengthen the spillway and
raise abutments. Alternative 4, at an estimated cost of $483,000, would remove a
notch out of the center of the dam to allow the water to flow better.

Anderson said officials are concerned a repaired dam might leak causing unforeseen

maintenance costs.

“We've never removed a dam in Racine County. It is a big undertaking,” Anderson

said.

Waukesha water impact
One unknown impact is the effects of the future Waukesha water diversion that will
send treated water down the Root River and, with it, the potential for additional

sediment.

Anderson said the impact is not known and officials are waiting for the legal challenges
to the proposed diversion to be worked out first. Waukesha would return the treated

wastewater to the Root in exchange for obtaining water from Lake Michigan.

https: i i look-for-answers-en-horlick-dam: icle_4bf1d768-e110-5d7d-990d-982b17fa26f5.html

12/18/2019 Residents look for answers on Horlick Dam replacement | Local News | journaltimes.com
Caledonia resident Ted Schubilske, who lives near the river where it meets 4 Mile
Road, is concerned officials don’t have enough information to pick the proper

alternative.



“You have the cart ahead of the horse here. Instead of worrying what the dam is going
to look like, you got to figure out what to do with the sediment then figure out what to
do with the dam,” Schubilske said.

Anderson said Schubilske had a fair point and said officials need to look at the entire
package.

While Delagrave said Monday’s meeting was for informational purposes and not for

the public to submit their opinions, some in attendance could not help it.
“They don’t have enough answers yet,” Kennedy said.

Anderson did not downplay the need for more information on the impact of the

various alternatives.

“There are a lot of unknowns at this time. These are all the things we need to look at as
we move forward,” Anderson said. “I hope, by sharing this with you, so you can see the

kind of conundrum we’re in right now.”

Anderson said she has applied for a Great Lakes restoration grant and is looking to
others to help pay for the project before a decision from the County Board can take
place.

https:/ij i i look-for-answers-on-horlick-dam icle_4bf1d768-e110-5d7d-990d-982b17fa26f5.html

12/18/2019 Residents look for answers on Horlick Dam | Local News | j i com
“(We’re) going after funding sources to try to build up some money in an account to get

some of these questions answered,” Anderson said.



Horlick Dam

Public Workshop #4
June 26, 2017

REC Center 1301 W. Sixth St. Racine



Jun- Horlick Dam Workshop

26 Public - Hosted by Root River Council

% Interested =+ Going

® Monday, June 26, 2017 at 6:30 PM - 8 PM
More than a year ago

REC (Root River Environmental Education Community
Q Center) Show Map
1301 W 6th St, Racine, Wisconsin 53404

About Discussion
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Goal #2- Parklands



Invasives Removal

_GGI"|-IC Mus’rar'd Plckm Par"ry

| Change 'rhls | .to thisl

Saturday, May 6, 9:00 to 1:00
Meet at Lincoln Park, past the Steelhead Facility.
We have gloves and trowels, or you can bring your own.

Lunch and music provided at noon.
Music by the Garlic Mustard Pickers Band!

Drege for the weather, drizzle or ghine;

wear long pantg and cloged toed shoes.
Contact: melissa.warner3@sbcglobal.net or (262) 639 -0918

Earth Day Event brought to you by

'fx%_ *‘wbo { @"9 %M/ﬁlll)’ ‘"i
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Riverbank Cleanup

SEF  Root River Bank Clean Up
21 Public - Hosted by Root River Council

% Interested = Going

® Saturday, September 21, 2019 at 9 AM — 12 PM
” about 3 months ago

0 Root River Council

: FES Show Ma
Racine, Wisconsin 53403 :

About Discussion









Paddle Event

Note: All festival events included paddle
events on the river for a total of 5 paddle

events.

Registration
Deadline:

JULY 17

The beautiful Root River
REC to Island Park and back
3:30 - 6:30pm

Sunday, July 19

Your Boat or Rental
Adult Regisiration & Shuttle .. $15 REC 1301 W. Sixth Street
Lonch e R G s $10 2
Kids 12 and und o
Kids Lunch S
oGl RONIAl L ieess ine nsassssnin $15

Rogatered 5013 NenProfit Organization

\|/ROOT RIVERYY 3 ‘ To Regist
: © Register:
ﬂ:\e_/\d wfg"’:{ www.rootrivercouncil.org

OVESIRST SN 262-672-0283
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Meeting with Parks Dept

Root River Council
Revitalizing Racine’s Urban Rivar Corridor

re. W
~

Tk Is a summary of the meeting that ook place between the Chair of the Root River Council aad the Directoc

and stafl of the Racine, Wisconsin Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services

O December 18, 2019 Marvin Letven, Chair of the Root River Council met with lnm \lolh:ck. Dhrector of

the City of Racise, Wisconsin Parks. Recreation and Cultural Services Department aloag with Jamie Kiskwood,

Recreation Program Coordinator and Becky Spika. Admsinistrative Assistant.

Towe pumpose of this mecting was 1o discuss a partnershiup between the Root River Council and the Racine Parks

Depastent. The intent is to develop multsple prograns together duning the summer nwoechs that highlight the

Rives Roon and 25 eavinoos.

l-umpb:s of potescial programs:
Weekly walks on & certam day every week in 2 diffesent pack akong the river pointisg oot ansenities sech i
fishing areas. cance lamchies and bathroams.

*  On soae weekly walks have somcone wish knowkedge point out the plant ife along nver's edge
Other weeks have someone knowledge pott out the mamy bird species aloog the way.

®  Have a music niglt in ane of the parks along the niver where anyone cas come dowa %o the niver and play.
Eacounge residents to boing a picase baskes ar buy from a food tuck and st an the grass and enjoy the
asic and the park.|

*  Have 25K and SK runs oo the Root River Pathway which extends fom the Racine sarbar to Quarry Park, 3,
detee sl Jour miles theough the nine parks alosg the tiver.

*  Have clean-up days along the riverbanks 1o rensove invasive species in the packs.

*  Together saprove mapping of the e parks showing everything oo roads inte the parks, to rest roams,
fishing and camoe launches.

®  Make betrer use of the Recreationad Education Center (REC) Have it open moce Bowes with mane
educatioon! peogrames relased to the plants. fish and pollution sbong the siver adjacent to our padis.

®  Have a senior day m collaboration with the Unsversity of Wiscoasin-Parkside {ALL) Advessures in Life-Loog
Leaming goup that would include a walk and pecaic in one of the packs along the niver.

of these

In ry. the purp prog &5 10 create & sense of place for the residents of Racine 10 cagay.



River Festivals

Root River Festival - August 27, 2017

Educational Presenters and Storytellers

Education Presentations
12: 30- Keith Kohimann.Topic: History of Root River
1 p.m.- Kay Gregor. Topic: Landscape architect, Jens Jensen, and the Racine Park System

1:30p.m. - Dr. Steven Lyons. Topic: Natural Treatment Systems!
The use of constructed wetiands for cleaning of surface and storm waters

2:30 p.m. - Aszya Summers ( Racine Zoo conservation education manager )
Topic: Climate Change 101

Storytelling

3:00 p.m. - Mark Summer. Topic: "Giver Her the River”

3:30 p.m. - Geraldine Bode. Topic: "Mindfulness of language and gratitude”
Education Presentations

4:00p.m. Dr. Steven Lyons. Topic: Natural Treatment Systems (repeat)

4:30 p.m. Aszya Summers. Topic: Climate Change 101 (repeat)



2016

Root River
g weic | IRSRIINA®]

storytelll

Educuﬁona\ Prese |
cal Food & Beer |

ntations When: Sunday, September
4, 12pm - 6pm

Where: River Bend — 3600
North Green Bay Road,
Racine, WI 53404

canoeing - 1°

A Festival to Celebrate the Root River's Past, Present and Fuiture

CANOES
KAYAKS
262-639-1515







Celebrate Our River! :

* Live Music
« Storytelling

* Canoeing & Kayaking

« Interfaith Invocation

« Environmental Education
* History of the Root River
* The Work of Jens Jensen
* Kid Stutf

* Food Trucks

* Biergarten

Free to the publie!

K F.‘.'E'S“."!?

LUincoln Park, 2200 Damanik Drive, Racne » Emal rostrvercouncil@igmail som

Celebrate Our River - Rain or Shine!

7th Annual Root River 5K
* Live Music

* Storyteling

* Canoeing & Kayaking

« Interfalth lnvecation

* Environmental Education

* History of the Root River

m
* Jens Jensen Original Monologue
* Kid Stutt

* Food Trucks
* Biergarten ”o,",’f". l‘ W :“ W n J'N""'J'AW
* Rubber Ducky Derdy festival FINARCIRL UL " e
K& Hucaton
=Y =]

- Free to the publie!

Uincoln Park, 2200 Damank Drive, Racine » Emai roctrivarcouncil@gmail com



Root River Council updated the event cover photo in 2019
oot River Festival

Festiv

SUN AUG 25 i o
12-5 PM s o

Join us at the REC LY
Environmental Center to
celebrate this hidden gem.

FOOD | MUSIC | RENTALS

EDUCATION PARTNERS
« Eco-Justice Center

« Groat Lakes Alllance

« Hawthorn Hollow

« Racine Zoo

Duine Boamed Mubiwan Panbas




Goal #3- Connections



Connections

Signage

Park
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Paint on the Street







Goal #4-Machinery Row
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Presentation s»Conceptual Design
e RiverLoop North Area

3 S © July7,2015
: . 8 . 5:00 to 7:00pm
Public Open House (5 Presentation  presentation at 5:30
e 21st Century Preparatory School
v Auditorium
| T 1220 Mound Avenue #102

x5 Racine, Wi 53404

A. critical section of the planned 2.5 mile
River Loop, the vision for the north side of the Root River Loop is to create
a unique public space that builds upon existing assets and modes of activity
while providing a greater connection with the larger RootWorks Area and Downtown Racine.
This work is intended to build upon the significant public and private infrastructure already in place
in the North Loop area, and contains numerous features and activity nodes providing a rich

experience to users while celebrating nature, outdoor education and Racine’s history.

For More Information please contact:







ose of Tonight’s Opéen House

Purp

showcase the Draft RootWorks Area-W\

Plan
Discuss Plan development and input tc
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Root River Council
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Save the Date

ANNUAL MEETING

November 30, 2016
6:30 pm

Gateway Technical College
Racine Campus
Racine Building, Michigan Room

Agenda:

¢ Briefing by planning consultant Vandewalle & Associates on the new
RootWaorks Plan.
* Review of 2016 activities - Preview of 2017 Activities
¢ Election of Directors to Council Board

Light refreshments will be served

The Root River Councll is a 301 C 3 tax pt org:

R S T S T e T

" RootWorks Area-Wide Plan

Open House and Presentation

to Adwance the Root Warks Initiative m
VA

L e

:30 .
5 .Q:B 30pm
6:30 0 7:3
“Mﬁ&

for either or both of the following events on 2/2/17:
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o G0-70pm: The Prgoct Muaoggorment s will kel attoncoos thooogh the mape
Sexlrygy ool | of the flrsltar! Area Witk Phe Lo paseritation wil
agghigdnt cnttiead rent stiogw ad prertrendvips s tndinm stterchoes how o et wobvel
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Prepared by Vandewalle & Associates, Inc., led by and in
partnership with the RootWorks Project Management Team:
Mayor John Dickert

State Representative Cory Mason

Julie Anderson, Racine County Director of Public Works &
Development Services

Amy Connolly, AICP, Director of City Development

Tom Friedel, City Administrator

Rachana Kothari, Racine County Economic Development Corporation
Matt Sadowski, AICP, Assistant Director of City Development

Vanessa Lianas, Southeast WI Regional Representative for US
Senator Tammy Baldwin

George Whitaker, Manager, State Government Affairs, Case New
Holland Industrial
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