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November 9, 2026                                                 DNR Project No. DC-0248 

 
Nick Bower, Water Quality Program Director 
Capital Area Regional Planning Commission 
100 State Street, Suite 400 
Madison, WI 53703 
 

Subject: CARPC Sewer Service Area Plan Amendment Request Village of Oregon 

 

Dear Mr. Bower: 

 
On October 12, 2026, The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (department) received Water 
Quality Management Letter #2603 from the Capital Area Regional Planning Commission (CARPC), on 
behalf of the Village of Oregon. Letter #2603 requested the department’s administrative review of a 
proposed increase in developable land to the Dane County Water Quality Plan. The purpose of the 
amendment is to provide public sanitary sewer service to properties immediately north of the Village’s 
municipal boundary.  
 
Amendment Area 
The Sewer Service Area (SSA) Plan Amendment includes the addition of six parcels consisting of 
approximately 80.5 acres of land. Together these parcels consist of 75.4 acres of agricultural land, 3.2 
acres of rural residential land, and 1.9 acres of right-of-way. A proposed residential housing 
development is planned for the amendment area.  
 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
The proposed addition to the Oregon SSA includes approximately 13 acres of environmental corridor. 
The proposed corridor follows the adopted Policies and Criteria for Environmental Corridors in the 
Dane County Water Quality Plan. Environmentally sensitive areas also border the amendment area 
including wetlands, Lake Barney, and Swan Pond.   State and Local Requirements and Additional 
Agreements pertaining to stormwater, sediment control, and other best management practices as 
described in the Water Quality Management Letter shall be implemented. CARPC’s additional 
Recommendations, particularly those regarding erosion and runoff reduction, should be implemented 
to further protect water quality and nearby water resources.   
 
Local Review & Public Involvement  
A public hearing was held on September 10, 2026. Several public comments were made expressing 
concern for environmental impacts on Lake Barney and Swan Pond as well as other water quality 
considerations. On October 8, 2026, the CARPC voted to recommend approval of the amendment to 
the department. On October 12, 2026, commission staff submitted Water Quality Management Letter 

https://wigov.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/dnr-wy/WR_Planning_SSAPlanning/SSAPlanReview/CARPC_Oregon%20SSA%20Amendment/2603_Oregon_WQM%20Letter%20-%20Revision.pdf?d=wefa4b693d14f4261ad69193ea096b0ee&csf=1&web=1&e=fykY53
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#2603 to the department recommending approval of the amendment request, subject to additional 
agreed upon conditions to address water quality concerns.  
 
Administrative Decision 
The proposed amendment is hereby approved in accordance with water quality standards 
requirements under ss. 281.15 and 283.83(1m), Wis. Stats. The department adopts CARPC’s 
recommendation to approve the amendment as described in Water Quality Management Letter #2603 
and encourages the Village to adhere to CARPC’s additional Recommendations. This amendment is a 
formal amendment to the Dane County Water Quality Plan and the state’s Areawide Water Quality 
Management Plan, per ch. NR 121, Wis. Adm. Code. The amendment will be forwarded to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency to meet the requirements of the Clean Water Act of 1987 (Public 
Law 92-500 as amended by Public Law 95-217) and outlined in the code of federal regulations, 40 CFR 
Part 35. This review is an integrated analysis action under s. NR 150.20(2)(a)3., Wis. Adm. Code. By 
means of this review, the department has complied with ch. NR 150, Wis. Adm. Code, and with s. 1.11, 
Wis. Stats. The approval of this SSA amendment does not constitute approval of any other required 
local, state, or federal permits for sewer construction or associated land development activities.  
 
Appeal Rights: 
Wisconsin statutes and administrative rules establish time periods within which requests to review 
department decisions must be filed. For judicial review of a decision pursuant to ss. 227.52 and 227.53, 
Wis. Stats., a party has 30 days after the decision is mailed, or otherwise served by the department, to 
file a petition with the appropriate circuit court and serve the petition on the department. Such a 
petition for judicial review must name the Department of Natural Resources as the respondent. To 
request a contested case hearing pursuant to s. 227.42, Wis. Stats., a party has 30 days after the 
decision is mailed, or otherwise served by the department, to serve a petition for hearing on the 
Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources. All requests for contested case hearings must be 
made in accordance with s. NR 2.05(5), Wis. Adm. Code, and served on the Secretary in accordance 
with s. NR 2.03, Wis. Adm. Code. The filing of a request for a contested case hearing does not extend 
the 30-day period for filing a petition for judicial review. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

                                                      
Timothy R. Asplund      Nate Willis, P.E. 
Monitoring Section Manager    Wastewater Section Manager 
Bureau of Water Quality    Bureau of Water Quality 
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E-CC:  

Helena Tiedmann – Water Quality Planning Coordinator, DNR Madison  
Brett Schmidt - Wastewater Engineer, DNR Madison  
Camille Bruhn – Water Resources Specialist, DNR Fitchburg 
Rachel Poyner – Water Resource Management Specialist, DNR Madison  
Sarah Bogen – Water Reg/Zoning Specialist, DNR Fitchburg   
Christina Rauh – Water Resources Engineer, DNR Fitchburg  
Alixandra Burke – Attorney, DNR Madison 
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