Outreach and Education Efforts towards then Delisting of the

 St. Louis River Area of Concern

Third Quarter Activity Report

(October –December 2011)

Aesthetics BUI

· Julene Boe attended the annual AOC Meeting in Detroit on Oct 13 & 14 and attended a group discuss on Innovative approaches for assessing and removing beneficial use impairments for a number of BUIs, including degradation of Aesthetics.  (agenda attached) 

· SLRA staff recruited the members of the BUI Team for Aesthetics and Beach Closing and Body Contact by identifying persons who work on these concerns and asking them to serve. This is one of five BUI teams that are part of the Implementation Framework process. This team is charged with assisting in developing a blue print for removing these BUI from the St Louis River Area of Concern. (List of members  and Team charge are attached)

· Tasks that this BUI team worked on during this time period included reviewing the original basis for the BUI listing as set forth in the RAP. The team also reviewed the draft Current conditions, the draft Source and/stressor models for each BUI as well as the measurable Indicators and identified additional information. The team also began to populate a timeline for each of the BUI with information on past actions that have affected these BUI’s. (Attached)

· SLRA staff facilitated the two BUI team meetings on Nov 30 & Dec. 14, 2011 (Agenda and notes attached).

· SLRA staff researched historic newspaper stories for Aesthetics BUI at the Duluth Public Library and on the web.  Information pertinent to this BUI was then added to the timeline for this BUI. (attached)
Fish Tumors and Deformities BUI

There was no activity during this time period. The results of the fish samples that were gathered in May 2011 needs to be available before further work is started.

Stage II RAP

· SLRA staff participated at AOC coordinators meetings on October 4, Oct 18, Nov 1, Nov 10, Dec 13. Marie recorded meeting minutes distributed these for review and provided final notes.  (Attached). During these meetings, the SLRA staff assisted in the work to finalize the make up of the process for the Implementation Framework development.  This included providing input on the various Blue print components as well and the various groups that would be a part of the process. 

· SLRA staff attended a kick off meeting of the BUI teams on November 15, 2011. The purpose of this meeting was to present the Implementation Framework development process and how the efforts of the various work groups would provide vital links to this process. (Diagram of IFD is attached)

· SLRA staff reviewed and provided edits of the Stage II Remedial Action Plan Update to Tracey Ledder before it was submitted to the WI Office of the Great Lakes.

Other SLRA Outreach Activity

· SLRA staff attended the WI AOC Meeting in Green Bay WI.  Julene Boe gave an update on the work that has been done in the St Louis River AOC as well as made a presentation during a breakout session on using Events as means to promote AOC activities.  (Meeting agenda and Events presentation attached) 
· SLRA staff gave a report to the Regional Stormwater Protection Team at its meeting on November 16 regarding the Implementation Framework development. (Minutes attached)
· SLRA staff wrote an article that was included in the December issue of the River Voice E-newsletter announcing the Kick Off meeting for the Implementation Framework Development. (attached)
Project Outcomes during this period

· Minutes from the AOC coordinator meetings held October 4, Oct 18, Nov 1, Nov 10, Dec 13.

· Diagram of the Implementation Framework Development

· List of members for the BUI Team working on the Aesthetic and Beaches.

· BUI Team Charge

· Agenda and minutes from the Degradation of Aesthetics/Beach Closing BUI Team meetings held November 30 & December 14, 2011.

· Current conditions, Sources/Stressors and timelines for the Aesthetic BUI that were reviewed, updated and added to as a part of the work done by the members of the BUI Team for Aesthetics and Beach Closing and Body Contact.

· Presentation given at a breakout session of the WI AOC meeting on November 4, 2011.

· Printouts of newspaper articles with Aesthetics concerns. 

· Minutes of RSPT Meeting held Nov 16, 2011.

· Article in the December 2011 River Voice
List of Attached Documents

1 Agenda of the AOC Meeting held October 13-14, 2011 in Detroit, MI.

2 Minutes from the AOC coordinator meetings held October 4, Oct 18, Nov 1, Nov 10, Dec 13.

3 Diagram of the Implementation Framework Development

4 List of members for the BUI Team working on the Aesthetic and Beaches.

5 BUI Team Charge

6 Agenda and minutes from the Degradation of Aesthetics/Beach Closing BUI Team meetings held November 30 & December 14, 2011.

7 Draft Current conditions, Draft Sources/Stressors and timelines for the Aesthetic BUI that were reviewed, updated and added to as a part of the work done by the members of the BUI Team for Aesthetics and Beach Closing and Body Contact.

8 Agenda of the WI AOC Meeting held November 3 & 4, 2011 in Green Bay.

9 Printout of power point presentation given at a breakout session of the WI AOC meeting on November 4, 2011.

10 Beaches -Duluth News Tribune, Nov. 29, 2005 - Doyle joins celebration of cleaned-up Hog Island. "No Swimming" sign taken down from Hog Island on Nov. 28, 2005

11 Aesthetics - Duluth News Tribune, Oct. 13, 2001 - Duluth grain terminal fined for dust. Settlement reached in Cenex Harvest States Cooperatives lawsuit by Wisconsin. Firm agrees to take grain dust reduction measures.

12 Duluth News Tribune, June 26, 2002 - Neighbors unconcerned about swollen St. Louis River - Floodwood residents watch area flooding Foam reported by Water Street residents on June 25, 2002 from St. Louis River flood.

13 Duluth News Tribune, August 8, 1999 - Fish kill blamed on drop in oxygen levels. Foam defined as natural occurrence in Iron Range rivers.

14 Duluth News tribune July 28,1999: Stryker Bay’s Future in the Balance. Neighbors sometimes see oil slicks.

15 Minutes of the Regional Stormwater Protection Team meeting held November 16, 2011
16 River Voice, December 2011 issue.
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