Stream and River Station Naming
Station names should be succinct.  When making labslips, the field for the station name is often not long enough to contain the whole name and it is frequently cut off. You want someone to be able to navigate to where they need to sample if they were dropped off without a map but near the site.  Please use these guidelines for station naming.  

The basic guidelines:
· Waterbody name + distance and directionality if there is any + road crossing or other identifiable geographic feature
· Keep the naming general because someone else may also use this station for sampling in the future

· Don’t use ALL CAPITAL LETTERS

· Try not to use excessive punctuation  - . , : ;  (they just take up space)
· If it is an unnamed tributary, the WBIC must be included with the description: Ex. Unnamed Trib (957400) to Rattlesnake Cr at STH 81 
Good examples of succinct station names:
Swan Creek at CTH MM & Lalor Rd

Wisconsin River 50 ft US of Otter Cr

Unnamed Trib (957400) to Rattlesnake Cr at STH 81
Abbreviations:

Meters = m
Miles = mi
Feet = ft
Yards = yds
East = E
West = W
North = N

South = S

Southeast = SE (SW, NE, NW, etc…)
County Highway = CTH
Highway = Hwy
State Highway = STH
Street = St
Avenue = Ave
Boulevard = Blvd
Lane = Ln

Drive = Dr
Park = Pk
Railroad = RR
Wastewater Treatment Plant = WWTP 
Upstream = US of
Downstream = DS of 
Tributary = Trib
Creek = Cr

River = R

Trail = Tr
Do not capitalize the following:    or, at, to, from…
It is O.K.to use addresses or fire numbers to indicate sections of stream/river where you were granted access to properties that were not near any road crossings.  However, avoid using property owner names as these can often change.  Comments section can be used for more exact description of where on the property you sampled.  For example:

Acceptable:  Smith Cr at 4563 Irish Rd (and then include in comments section:  upstream of cattle crossing)
Not acceptable:  Smith Cr at Fred Bodah Farm

Examples of original station name and shortened station name:

East Branch Milwaukee River, Station #1, Upstream Of Cth F At Dundee
East Branch Milwaukee River US of CTH F at Dundee   (station #1 should go in the Comments box or on your fieldsheet notes)
Dell Creek US of Briar Bluff Rd Br
Dell Creek US of Briar Bluff Rd (in this case, Br (bridge) is excessive and could be removed)

Unnamed Tributary (3000300) to Springville Branch Bad Axe River at furthest upstream CTH B crossing

Unnamed Trib (3000300) to Springville Br of Bad Axe R at furthest US CTH B
Wisconsin River at Gilbert Park, Wausau - Top Of Log Boom Structure About 200 Yds. Upstream From Landing.

Wisconsin R at Gilbert Park ~200 yds US from landing

Wisconsin River, 50 Feet Upstream of Otter Creek

Wisconsin River 50 ft US of Otter Cr

Upstream 46ft from Coleman WWTP outfall
Little Peshtigo River US 46 ft from Coleman WWTP outfall

Nine Springs Creek west tributary off Capital City Trail upstream Nine Springs Golf Course

Nine Springs Cr W trib off Capital City Tr. US of Nine Springs Golf Course
Dell Creek upstream of Briar Bluff Rd. Bridge

Dell Creek US of Briar Bluff Rd 
HAYTON MILLPOND, PINE CREEK - 3425 FEET UPSTREAM OF HAYTON ROAD

Hayton Millpond at Pine Cr 3425 ft US of Hayton Rd

SHEBOYGAN RIVER - PENTAIR-PLYMOUTH PRODUCTS UPSTREAM CONTROL

Sheboygan River – Pentair-Plymouth Products US control

Wilson Creek 32 Meters Upstream From Rayner Road

Wilson Creek 32 m US from Rayner Rd

Narrows Creek County Land. Pine Bluff Road To 3000 Meters Upstream.

Narrows Creek County Land Pine Bluff Rd to 3000 m US

Willow Creek - Upstream of Woodlake Road

Willow Creek - US of Woodlake Rd

Twenty Mile Creek - 65 meters upstream North Sweden Road - Station #2 (Trend)

Twenty Mile Creek - 65 m US of N Sweden Rd (Station #2 (Trend) would go in comments section)
Unnamed Tributary To Richland Creek Upstream From Stauffacher Road

Unnamed Trib (934300) to Richland Cr US from Stauffacher Rd (note that the WBIC is included)
Roundtree Branch at UW Platteville campus just upstream (~300ft) of pedestrian foot bridge

Roundtree Br at UW Platteville campus US ~300 ft of foot bridge

Robinson Creek - 1100' downstream of Fall Hall Rd. to 1540' upstream of Fall Hall Rd.

Robinson Creek 1100 ft DS of Fall Hall Rd to 1540' US of Fall Hall Rd

