SOLM-GLBA 2013 Conference Report
Submitted by Victoria Harris
Introduction
The Lake Michigan: State of the Lake and Great Lakes Beach Association joint conference took place on October 15-17, 2013, at the Blue Harbor Conference Center in Sheboygan, Wisconsin.  This report summarizes the objectives, organizational work, program and outcomes for this biennial conference. The State of Lake Michigan conference is a key element in communicating Lake Michigan Management Plan (LaMP) recommendations and implementation strategies to a variety of stakeholders.  It is the only broad-based conference solely dedicated to Lake Michigan.  The conference is a way to bring together a diverse audience of lake user groups, scientists and managers.  The conference is an excellent venue for research and agency updates, networking, public involvement, and strategizing about Lake Michigan restoration.    

Objectives

· Bring together Lake Michigan stakeholders, local officials, scientists, resource managers, and other experts to assess current ecological conditions and progress toward meeting the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) and Lake Michigan LaMP objectives and targets.
· Present State of Lake Michigan information and identify emerging problems and issues that should be addressed in the GLRI, Lake Michigan LaMP and Remedial Action Plans (RAPs).

· Increase stakeholder awareness and consensus on key issues and management needs.
· Provide useful information to develop Lake Michigan management goals and objectives that facilitate coordinated actions among agencies and stakeholders.

· Host adjunct meetings that bring together Lake Michigan partnerships, including the Great Lakes Beach Association, the Lake Michigan LaMP Forum, the Lake Michigan Monitoring Coordination Council, the Lake Michigan Stakeholders, and the Lake Michigan League of Women Voters.

· Support the LaMP recommendations of promoting public involvement and sharing information.

· Provide participants with a better understanding of the implications of the LaMP for their local stewardship and planning efforts.

Tasks Completed by the Contractor (Victoria Harris and Theresa Qualls) and WDNR staff (John Masterson and Kim Walz)
	Tasks
	Begin/Completion Dates
	Responsibility

	Select Conference Venue and Set Date for Conference
	June-Sept. 2012
	WDNR, U.S. EPA GLNPO, and Harris

	Convened Conference Planning Committee Meetings (Members listed in the Conference Program book, Appendix 1)
	October 2012-August 2013
	Harris

	Contract with UW Extension/Outreach for registration services
	January-June 2013
	Harris and WDNR

	Tasks (cont.)
	Begin/Completion Dates
	Responsibility

	Developed and Managed Conference Website (Appendix 4)
	October 2012-October 2013
	Harris, Qualls and UW Sea Grant 

	Issued "Save the Date" Notices
	October 2012-March 2013
	Harris

	Identified Sessions, Selected Chairs and Developed Program (speakers, workshops, tours and events) (Appendix 1)
	December 2012-June 2013
	Planning Committee and Harris

	Organized transportation for four local field tours
	July 2013
	WDNR

	Issued Calls for Abstracts
	March–June 2013
	Harris

	Selected Papers and Posters (Appendix 2) 
	June – July 2013
	Session Chairs

	Notified Presenters and Provided Instructions
	July 2013
	Qualls

	Opened Registration
	June-October 2013
	Harris and UW-Ext

	Promote Conference Registration (Announcements, press releases)
	June-October 15, 2013
	Harris and WDNR

	Calls for Conference Contributors and Exhibitors
	January-September 2013
	Harris and GLBA Board Members

	Finalize Conference Arrangements
	July-October 2013 
	Harris

	Produce Final Program and Abstract Books (See Appendixes 1 and 2)
	August-September 2013
	Qualls and Harris 

	Assembled Conference Materials (name tags, programs, and misc. registration materials) and Managed Registration Desk
	October 14-17,2013
	Qualls and Harris

	Held Conference and Adjunct Meetings, Workshops, Field Tours and Events
	October 15-17,2013
	WDNR, Harris, Qualls and Many Others

	Onsite Meeting Coordination and Trouble-shooting
	October 15-17,2013
	Harris and Qualls

	Reviewed Conference Invoices and Provided Corrections to Hotel and WDNR
	November-December 2013
	Harris and WDNR

	Prepared Final Report to WDNR
	January 2014
	Harris


Outcomes
· More than 294 people from 16 U.S. states and Ontario, Canada registered and attended the SOLM-GLBA conference.  Appendix 3 contains the final roster. More than 30 people had to cancel because they were federal employees and banned from work or travel during the government shut-down.
· Approximately 30 additional people attended the adjunct Lake Michigan Monitoring and Coordination Council workshop, Lake Michigan Chapter of the League of Women Voters meeting or the Lake Michigan Stakeholders poster reception, but did not register for the conference.
· The program planned for 103 platform papers and 34 poster papers (Appendix 1). About 30 papers were cancelled or substituted because the authors were federal employees that could not attend during the federal government shut-down.
· In addition, there were five plenary talks and two luncheon speakers. Several plenary and luncheon speakers had to be replaced (two because they were federal employees one because of illness).
· There were two adjunct workshops (a third was cancelled due to the federal government shut-down), three field trips to view local restoration projects, three adjunct meetings (a fourth was cancelled due to the federal government shut-down), two evening poster receptions, and an evening beach bonfire.
· A conference website was developed (See Appendix 4) with conference agenda, downloadable abstract and program books, on-line registration, lodging and travel information, and a list of registered participants.

· The contractor produced and printed 360 copies of the Conference Program (Appendix 1) and produced a downloadable book of platform and poster paper abstracts (Appendix 2).

Results

The information gathered and presented assessed current lake and beach conditions and identified emerging issues of concern and progress toward restoring the lake ecosystem and Areas of Concern.  A better understanding of Lake Michigan and Great Lakes beach management issues leads toward implementation of critical elements of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI), Lake Michigan LaMP and Remedial Action Plans (RAPs) around Lake Michigan. The conference also included adjunct meetings of the Great Lakes Beach Association, Lake Michigan Monitoring Coordination Council, the Lake Michigan Stakeholders and the Lake Michigan Chapter of the League of Women Voters.  These additional meetings added to the array of participants and furthered collaboration between researchers, resource managers, public health officials,  local elected leaders and citizens.
Conference Sponsors 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Great Lake National Program Office 

The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Office of the Great Lakes 

The Great Lakes Beach Association

Contributors 

Baseline, Inc. 

The Lake Michigan League of Women Voters 

The Michigan Sea Grant Program 

Miller Engineers & Scientists 

NEW Water (formerly Green Bay Metropolitan Sewerage District) 

The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee School of Freshwater Sciences 

The University of Wisconsin Sea Grant Institute 

The Wisconsin Coastal Management Program 

Exhibitors 

Baseline Inc. 

Beach Health Interagency Coordination Team (BHICT) 

Cherrington Enterprises Inc. 

Environmental Consulting & Technology, Inc. 

IDEXX Distribution Inc. 

Miller Engineers & Scientists 

RMD Concepts (The Goosinator) 

University of Wisconsin Sea Grant Institute 

WI Coastal Management Program 

Wisconsin Dept. Natural Resources, Office of The Great Lakes

Budget Summary for Lake Michigan:  State of the Lake and Great Lakes Beach Association Conference

	Registration
	# of Registrants
	
	

	Full Conference
	221
	
	

	1-day: 10/16
	34
	
	

	1-day: 10/17
	35
	
	

	Total Registrants
	295
	
	Reflects the loss of more than 30 federal employee registrants

	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	Dollars
	Totals

	Registration and Exhibitor Fees
	
	41,556.00
	

	Contributors 
	
	7,500.00
	

	GLRI Capacity Grant from U.S. EPA
	
	21,956.78  
	

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	71,012.78
	$ 71,012.78

	
	
	
	

	Expenses
	
	
	

	Conference Organization Contractor
	
	32,237.42
	Hours/costs exceeded the expected amount due to program complications caused by the government shut-down

	UW Outreach Registration Services 
	
	4,486.00              
	

	Audio-Visual Media
	
	157.29  
	

	Meals and Breaks (Includes hotel service fees)
	
	26,203.58 
	

	Poster Receptions and Beach Bonfire
	
	6,148.80
	

	Exhibit Table Rentals
	
	326.43
	

	Printing
	
	914.00
	

	Travel
	
	539.26
	

	Total

	
	71,012.78
	$ 71,012.78


	 Lake Michigan:  State of the Lake and Great Lakes Beach Association Conference Program Overview

Tuesday, October 15th, 2013 


	 (Optional Morning Workshops and Afternoon Field Tours)

	8:00 - 9:45 AM
	Using Free Decision-Support Tools to Inform Beach Advisories and Mitigation — Adam Mednick, Salon E/F
Workshop Cancelled due to Government Shutdown of Federal Websites

	10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
	Utilizing Sanitary Survey Data to Inform Mitigation – Dr. Julie Kinzelman and Dr. Greg Kleinheinz, Salon E/F

	12:00 - 6:00 PM
	Lake Michigan Monitoring Coordinating Council, Nearshore Monitoring (NEMO) Workshop (Invitational) – John Hummer, Salon B,C,D

	Lunch on Own

	12:30 - 2:00 PM
4:30 - 8:30 PM
	Registration, Foyer near Salon A

	2:00 - 5:00 PM
	Field Tours (Sheboygan AOC Restoration, Kohler-Andrea State Park, Centerville Creek Restoration) Buses depart promptly from Conference Center entrance (not hotel entrance)

	Dinner on Own

	4:00 - 6:00 PM
	Exhibit Set-Up, Lakeside Terrace

	5:00 - 7:00 PM
	Lake Michigan League of Women Voters Meeting, Salon A

	6:00 - 7:30 PM
	Lake Michigan Stakeholders Poster Reception and Networking, Lakeside Terrace

	6:00 - 7:30 PM
	GLBA Board of Directors Dinner Meeting, Captain's Landing

	7:30 - 9:30 PM
	Lake Michigan LaMP Forum and Watershed Academy Dinner, Local Restaurant TBD

	7:30 - 9:30 PM
	Great Lakes Beach Association Meet and Greet, Lakeside Terrace 

	

	Wednesday, October 16th, 2013

	7:30 AM 
	Poster and Exhibit Set-up, Lakeside Terrace (Exhibits and Lake Michigan Posters), Entrance Foyer (Beach Related Posters)

	8:00 AM - 7:00 PM
	Registration, Foyer near Salon A

	7:30 - 9:30 AM
	Breakfast, Lakeside Terrace

	7:30 - 8:30
	BHICT Breakfast Meeting, Captain's Landing (Meeting cancelled due to absence of federal members)

	9:00 - 11:10 AM
	Plenary Session in Grand Ballroom (Salons A, B, C, D)

	11:10 - 11:30 AM
	Break for Lunch Set-up

	11:30 AM–12:30 PM
	Lunch in Grand Ballroom (Salons A, B, C, D) and Keynote,
Pre-European Culture and Archeology of the Western Great Lakes, Thomas Pleger, Dean and Campus Executive Officer, UW Baraboo/Sauk County

	1:20 – 3:00 PM
	Concurrent Sessions
· Beach Remediation and Monitoring Success Stories

· Progress on Lake Michigan Areas of Concern

· Lake Michigan Basin TMDLs and Phosphorus Management

· Sustainable Coastal Communities

	3:00 - 3:20 PM
	Break, Lakeside Terrace and Conference Center Entrance Foyer

	3:20 - 5:20 PM
	Concurrent Sessions
· Investigating and Managing the Physical and Hydrological Aspects of Beaches

· Progress on Lake Michigan Areas of Concern (continued)

· Lake Michigan Basin TMDLs and Phosphorus Management (continued)

· Contaminant Trends and Health Advice in Lake Michigan Fish

· Harbors, Working Waterfronts and Recreation

· Challenges for Beach Managers in 2013 and Beyond

	6:00 - 8:00 PM
	Poster Paper Reception and Buffet, Lakeside Terrace & Salon G

	8:00 - 10:00 PM
	Beach Bonfire, Lakeside Terrace Patio

	

	Thursday, October 17th, 2013

	7:30 AM - 12:30 PM
	Registration, Foyer near Salon A

	7:30 - 9:20 AM
	Breakfast, Lakeside Terrace

	8:00 - 9:40 AM
	Concurrent Sessions
· Identifying Sources and Managing Fecal Contamination

· Lake Michigan Monitoring and Coastal Assessment Programs

· Nuisance Algae and Nutrient Dynamics in the Nearshore Zone

· Lake Michigan Fisheries

	9:40 - 10:00 AM
	Break, Lakeside Terrace and Conference Center Entrance Foyer

	10:00 - 11:40 AM
	Concurrent Sessions
· Developing, Implementing, and Communicating the Use of Predictive and Rapid Tools at Beaches

· Lake Michigan Monitoring and Coastal Assessment Programs (continued)

· Nuisance Algae and Nutrient Dynamics in the Nearshore Zone (continued)

· Lake Michigan Fisheries (continued)

· It's not just a Document Anymore: Online Resources for Lakewide Action Management Planning

· Coastal Habitats and Lake Michigan Biodiversity

· Aquatic Invasive Species and the Lake Michigan Food Web

	12:00 – 1:00 PM
	Lunch in Grand Ballroom and Keynote Address, 
New Opportunities for Partnership in Landscape Conservation, John Rogner, Coordinator, Upper Midwest and Great Lakes Landscape Conservation Cooperative (LCC)

	1:20 – 3:20 PM
	Concurrent Sessions
· Learning to Live with Coastal Hazards

· Green Bay Hypoxia

· Coastal Habitats and Lake Michigan Biodiversity (continued)

· Aquatic Invasive Species and the Lake Michigan Food 


Appendices

Appendix 1 - Conference Program  Click Here (or See Attached PDF)

Appendix 2 - Conference Abstracts Click Here (or See Attached PDF)

Appendix 3 - Conference Roster (See Attached File)
Appendix 4 - Conference Website
The following are partial screen shots of the conference website pages:
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LAKE MICHIGAN: STATE OF THE LAKE
GREAT LAKES BEACH ASSOCIATION
CONFERENCE OCTOBER 15-17,2013
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Thank You

The 5th biennial State of Lake Michigan and the 13th annual Great Lakes Beach
Association Conference was held at the Blue Harbor convention center and hotel on the
shore of Lake Michigan in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. The joint conference was attended

by several hundred resource managers, scientists, planners, elected officials, and
interested citizens - all working to improve and protect Lake Michigan and Great Lakes
beaches.

Announcements

‘Thank-you to everyone who attended the
2013 conference! A list of conference
attendees is now available! Conference
presentations will not be made available,
you must contact the presenter directly if
you are interested in a particular
Thank-you to all presenters, exhibtors, sponsors, session chairs and attendees presentation.

who helped make the 2013 conference a success!

Click here to view a list of conference attendees. Contact Us

For more information and questions please.
contact:

® et conten: @
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LAKE MICHIGAN: STATE OF THE LAKE
‘GREAT LAKES BEACH ASSOCIATION
CONFERENCE OCTOBER 16-17.2013
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LAKE MICHIGAN: STATE OF THE LAKE
GREAT LAKES BEACH ASSOCIATION
CONFERENCE OCTOBER 15-17,2013

Guidelines for Oral Presentations

Vst By Adminsratos Only For more information and quesions plsse.

Al resentations wil be limted 20 minutes. Vour presentaton should las no longer

Victoria Harris
than 15 minutes, leaving the remaining 5 minutes or questons. You il ot be able to

xtand your time i you have tachaical problams duing your alk. A tachrica sssistant [eriiemyseaeay
il be on hand fo equipment operation.

25 much as posibe,ty to make your presentaton understandable to an informed but
ot hghly spacaiad aucience. Conrince suendacs coms from diverss backgroun.

Al resentations mus be in PowerPoin: format. Prepare your presentation 25 3 single
Poverboint la o run on an 184 compace complter with Microsoft Offica 2010, Tis
program vl un PoverPeine 2010 and sl previous versions o PowerPoit. Save your fle
25'3 normal Povirboint fle (ppe o -pp). Do not save your e 3 a PowerPoin Show
o) . Al presentaions s i on the Windws aparaing system, Conference.
Computers vl un on Windaus XP. Intermet 3ccess & avalable Sraughast e comyenton

Name your PoerPoint e wih the s nam ofthe first author and the day and time of
the procentation (.., Smith_Thurs 1:20). Vour day, ime and room assignment wil be
availablefrom the agenda on the corference webste, Hease note that at this tme the
genda i il daft and subject to change, so lease check the agenda prior o nalzing
Vour PoverpointFl.

Vous st s your PowerPoint il onto the daskiop of the compur in your
Session room PRIOR TO the start of your sesson. There il be technical asistance
2vatable fyou need help. Prasenters may not use their own computers or un thei
presentations from 3 flash drive.

Rooms vill e open fo uploading ks fror

= 12:30 - 2:30 A and 5:00 - 6:30 PM o Tuesday, October 15
27130 5100 am Wednasday, October 16

= 5100 100 pM on Wednesday

27130 8100 AM on Thursday, October 17

In additon, tlks may be uploaded during lunch (nly in Salons E/F o G) or schedled
breaks (allSalons). Talks may not be uposded 3¢ ther Smes.

Vou may previen your presentation in the Captan's Landing room e the egisraton
deskor i your session room duing breaks.

o ©
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Guidelines for Poster Presentations

@ Visible By Administrators Only

Posters should be printed in landscape format on a single page measuring no more than
36" x 56" and mounted on a foam core board. Presenters need to provide their own easels
and poster board. There are a very limited number of easels for rent from the Blue Harbor
($10) on a first come, first served basis. We also have a few poster boards available only
to those people who are traveling by plane. If you want to reserve an easel or board,
please email Theresa Qualls, the Poster Session Char, at quallst@uwab.edu. You may
pick up your easel and pay the rental fee at the conference registration desk.

Posters may be displayed all day Wednesday, October 16 and Thursday, October 17 in the
Lakeside Terrace (Lake Michigan posters) and conference center entrance foyer (beach
posters). Both areas will be used for coffee breaks and breakfasts.

‘The poster reception and buffet will be held on Wednesday, October 16, from 6:00 - 8:00
PM in the Lakeside Terrace and Salon G. Posters set up in the entrance foyer or

hallways during the day should be moved into Salon G prior to the poster reception and
then moved back after the reception ends. Salon G must be cleared Wednesday evening
50 it can be resat for sessions on Thursday. At least one of the authors should remain
with their poster during the evening poster reception to answer questions.

Presenters can set up their posters after 7:30 PM on Tuesday evening or anytime after
7:30 AM on Wednesday. Posters may be displayed for the duration of the conference, but
should be removed by 3:30 on Thursday afternoon. The Lakeside Terrace will also be used
by exhibitors, who have preference, so please do not crowd them.

There will be a Lake Michigan Stakeholders meeting and separate poster session in the
Lakeside Terrace from 6 to 7:30 PM on Tuesday evening. This is a separate event with a
different set of posters so please do not set up your poster until after 7:30 PM.

® e conens &

Conference Sponsors

=Y o IR —
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Agenda and Abstracts

Click here to view the detailed conference program (including agenda).

Due to the federal government shutdown, cancellations or substitutions of some
presentations may occur.

Click here to view the presentation and poster abstracts

(If you are having problems viewing the abstracts PDF, right-click on the
link and select "save link as..."). To save resources, abstracts will be available
online only.

Program Overview

All workshops and sessions will be held in the Blue Harbor Conference
Center

Tuesday, October 15th, 2013 (Optional Morning Workshops and
Afternoon Field Tours)

8:00-9:45AM  Using Free Decision-Support Tools to Inform Beach
Advisories and Mitigation — Adam Mednick, Salon £/F
Workshop Cancelled due to Government Shutdown
of Federal Websites

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM _ Utilizing Sanitary Survey Data to Inform Mitigation - Dr.
Julie Kinzelman and Dr. Greg Kleinheinz, Salon £/

12:00-6:00PM  Lake Michigan Monitoring Coordinating Council, Nearshore
Monitoring (NEMO) Workshop (Invitational) - John Hummer,
Salon B,C,0

Lunch on Own
12:30 - 2:00 P

Registration, Foyer near Salon A

Contact Us

For more information and questions please
contact:

Victoria Harris
phone: (920) 366-3971
harrisv@uwab.edu
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Call for Exhibitors.

Exibitor form

For mora information and questins please.
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Conference Contributors

We gratefully acknowledge the following organizations for their support in making the
conference a success!

RV, , @) oins
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# s ©

Conference Sponsors
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Abstract Submittal Instructions
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GREAT LAKES BEACH ASSOCIATION
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Sheboygan Area
@ vVisible By Administrators Only ‘
‘things to do in the Sheboygan area, please see the Visit Sheboygan Website. ‘Elue Harbor Website.
@ sonconere &
Hotel
U Visible By Administrators Only ‘ To make your room reservation by phone,
hotel is quickly filling up. Please call the hotel for B e Y
ity and make your room reservation now. T e e ey
There are suites and villas still available for both nights and some single rooms for one TARZES.
accommodations if needed. Blue Harbor Website and click on the
Alternate Accommodations e = e
e ———
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Accommedations

A block of rooms is reserved at the Blus Harbor under the name “State of Lake Michigan
nd Grest Lakes Besch Conference". Special conference room rates are quaranteed
until September 27. Regular recort rates for nam-government reservations spsly sfter
Septamber 27. Government rates vl continu o apply for local, state, and feders!
mployees, based on availabilty of rooms. To recsive the goverment rate, you rust
provide loca/state/federal government issued identifcation at checkcin. Wisconsin
overnment employees requesting tax exemption must subrmit Wisconsin tax exempt
{dentihcation prir to arrval.

There are a varisty of quest rooms available incuding King, Family, Family with frsplace.
and Kid Aquariom suies. The hotel slso has 64 villss located on property indluding fully-
Sppointd to and four becroom units with Kitchen, dining and lving areas. Rates for 3
bedroom vila (3 queens and 2 singles) are $350/ight and two bedroom suite (two
queens) are $210/night, Hotel single roorm rates prior to September 27 are 22 follovs:

Single  Double  Trpl  Quad
Government Employee Rate 70 s s110 g1

Non-Government Rate. $100  $120 140 s160

Blue Harbor has agreed to waive the Resort Services Fee. Room rates include unlimited
accass to hgh-speed wireless interet; USA Today newspaper; local and outgoing 800
tslephone calls; in-room coffee; inroom cals; unlimited access to the Ship Shape Ftness
enter; and incoming/outgoing fax services.

Single room bookings includs ans complimentary viaterpark pass. Double rooms include
&0 passes. Addtional waterpark passes are available at $1 per person for the duration
of the stay. The indoor waterpark will be open on Monday moring and Tuesday evening,
5~ PM. It i closed on Wednesday and Thursday, then reapans forthe weskend, If thece
dates and times are revised, we vl post the updates later.

Make 2 Reservation
To make your room reservation by phone, call the hatal at 1-866-701-2583 and be sure
£ mantion the State of Lake Michigan and Great Lakes Beach Conference and
provide the group code, 7AH2E3.

For on-line room reservations, g0 to the Blue Harbor Website and click on the reservations
page and then enter the datec, number of quests and the group code 7AH2E3

Cancellation Policy v
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Airport

+ General Mitchell Internationsl Airport in Milvaukee s just over an hour from the Blus
Harbor Resort and is served by 13 ailines.

« Austin Straubel International Airport in Green Bay is 1 hour 13 min from the Blue
Harbor Resort..

Airport Connections.

« Eight on-premise auto rental agencies are located in the General Mitchell
International airport: Alamo, Avis, Budget, Dollar, Enterprise, Hertz, National, and

Thrifty.

« The Lake Express car ferry offers a fast, convenient alternative to flying or driving to
Milwaukee. The lake crossing takes two and ons-half hours, and links Milwaukee, WI
with Muskegon, MI. There are two round trip passages daly during the fall, until
October 27. Plasse check their website for 2 scheduls and ticket purchase. The ferry
festures on-board dining, wide comfortabla seating, 3 business class cabin, modern
restrooms, and use of cell phones, laptops and other slectronic devices.

« The S5. Badaer car ferry between Ludington, MI and Manitowo, WI closes for the
Zeazon on October 13,

L)

Conference Sponsors
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LAKE MICHIGAN: STATE OF THE LAKE
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CONFERENCE OCTOBER 15-17,2013

HOME AGENDA AND ABSTRACTS SESSIONS/CHAIRS TOURS/WORKSHOPS EXHIBITORS/CONTRIBUTORS

Field Tours

Field Tours were held on October 15, 2013, from 2:00 to 5:00 pm.

For more information and questions ple
contact:

Sheboygan River Area of Concern (AOC) Restoration Project . ) )
Victoria Harris

Trip Leaders: Stacy Hron, Sheboygan River AOC Coordinator, WDNR and Deb Beyer, phone: (920) 366-3971
Natural Resources Educator, University of Wisconsin Extension harrisv@uwgb.edu

Departs from Conference Center Entrance

The Sheboygan River Area of Concern (AOC) was identified as a priority area for

remediation and restoration through the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative by the US EPA

and encompasses the lower 14 miles of the Sheboygan River, including the harbor. From

2010 to date over $83 million has been invested in restoring the Sheboygan River Area of

Concern. See the results of this investment during a tour of the Sheboygan River AOC 2

B Grest Lakes
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Kohler-Andrae State Park

Trip Leaders: Ed Muzik, Park Manager, Kohler-Andrae State Park, WDNR and Tina
Wolbers, Aquatic Invasive Species Specialist, WDNR

Departs from Conference Center Entrance

Join Ed Muzik and Tina Wolbers on this field trip to Kohler-Andrae State Park. The field
trip will include a short hike on the boardwalk over the Black River Marsh to discuss
historical and current invasive species management of Purple Loosestrife. Other L
highlights include a stop at the Sanderling Nature Center, where we will provide a brief

overview of the park and its ecology and history, and a hike on a “cordwalk” trail that

provides access to the sensitive interdunal wetlands area.

In 2009, Kohler-Andrae State Park was named on of Wisconsin's Wetland Gems™ by the
Wisconsin Wetlands Association. Wetland Gems are considered high quality habitats that
are critically important to Wisconsin’s biodiversity. The interdunal wetlands at Kohler-
Andrae are unique in the Great Lakes region and comprise the largest dune complex along
Wisconsin’s Lake Michigan shoreline. This distinct area provides habitat for many rare
plants, some of which are endemic to Great Lakes shorelines. In addition, over 150 bird
species are known to use the Kohler-Andrae area throughout the year.

Afee Securty Sea
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Centerville Creek Restoration Project

Trip Leaders: Jim Kettler, Executive Director, Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership,
and Russ Tooley, Water Quality Chair, Friends of Hika Bay

Departs from Conference Center Entrance

Our tour will explore the Centerville Creek and Hika Shores restoration project. Centerville
Creek is a tributary to Lake Michigan and flows through the Village of Cleveland in
southeast Manitowoc County. In the 1880s, a small gristmill dam was constructed on the
main stem of Centerville Creek approximately 800 feet upstream of Lake Michigan. A
larger concrete dam was constructed in 1935 impounding approximately 12 acres of the
stream. In 1996, the impoundment was drawn down and the Wisconsin DNR removed the
dam, leaving most of the sediment in place.

Beginning in 2009, plans were developed to restore the abandoned millpond and recreate
a meandering creek. Funds were obtained through the Sustain Our Great Lakes program,
corporate sponsorships, and private donations. Reconstruction began in 2012 with native
landscaping and tree planting completing the project in 2013. The Centerville Creek
Restoration Project removed 150 years of sediment buildup and restored 0.6 miles of the
Centerville Creek. Complementary ongoing projects include enhancing a small ridge-
swale community in the Hika Shores area of the park and building a bridge spanning the
creek to join the southern and northern portions of Hika Park. A boardwalk with
interpretive signage and a kiosk showcasing local businesses will also be constructed.
Hika Park was “officially” expanded from 2.2 acres to 13.8 acres and now includes the
original Boat Landing, Hika Shores, and the Centerville Creek Corridor.

DVD RW Drive (D7 WMcAfee Security Sca.
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W
BEACH WORKSHOPS

Workshops held on October 15, 2013.

8:00 - 9:45 am

Using Free Decision-Support Tools to Inform Advisories and Mitigation

(Update: This workshop was cancelled due to the federal government shutdown
of the required websites)

10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Utilizing Sanitary Survey Data to Inform Mitigation

Dr. Julie Kinzelman and Dr. Greg Kleinheinz

Workshop designed for beach managers and municipal representatives to show how

science drives the decisions behind mitigation. A demonstration will be conducted on dune

formation and beach grass plantings as waterfowl deterrent measures. The demo will be
followed by a field trip to beaches where mitigation measures are being implemented
based on beach sanitary survey data collected. Buses will make a lunch stop along the
wav.

MecAfee Securty Sca
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