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Abstract.—The index of biotic integrity ( I B I ) , developed from information on the structure,
composition, and functional organization of tish assemblages, is used to assess the health of aquatic
ecosystems. We analyzed two large statewide data sets on stream fish assemblages to develop and
lest a version of the IB1 for application to Wisconsin coldwater streams (maximum daily mean
water temperature usually <22°C). This new JBI is needed because fish assemblages in Wisconsin
coldwater streams differ significantly from those in warmwater streams (maximum daily mean
temperature >24°C). for which an IBI already exists. High-quality coldwater streams have few
species, with salmonids and cottids dominating, and lack many of the taxonomic groups that are
important in high-quality warmwater streams. In contrast, high-quality warmwater streams have
numerous species, and cyprinids, catostomids, centrarchids, and percids typically dominate. En-
vironmental degradation often causes an increase in species richness in coldwater fish assemblages,
the opposite of what occurs in warmwater assemblages, as a small number of coldwaler species
are replaced by a larger number of more tolerant eurythcrmal and warmwater species. The new
coldwater IBI has five metrics: ( I ) number of intolerant species. (2) percent of all individuals that
are tolerant species, (3) percent of all individuals that are top carnivore species, (4) percent of all
individuals that are native or exotic stenothermal coldwaler or coolwater species, and (5) percenl
of salmonid individuals that are brook troul Salvelinus fontinalis. No regional or slream-size ad-
jusimenis in meiric scoring crileria are needed. Relalive coldwaler IBI scores and ratings of stream
sites throughout Wisconsin closely match independent rankings of environmental quality on the
basis of physical habitat and water quali ty of the sites. Variation in IBI scores within and among
years is generally low. The new coldwater IBI is not appropriate for coolwater streams (typical
maximum summer daily mean lemperalure 22-24°C).

Over the past 25 years, numerous studies have a balanced, integrated, adaptive community of or-
demonstrated thai atlributes of fish communities ganisms having a species composition, diversity
accurately reflect the overall biotic integrity and and functional organization comparable to thai of
environmenlal health of flowing-water ecosystems ihe natural habitat of the region" (Karr and Dudley
(reviewed in Fausch et al. 1990). Biotic integrity 1981). Environmenlal assessmenl or "biomoni-
in this context has been most commonly defined toring" of streams and rivers based on ambient
as "the capability of supporting and maintaining fish assemblage characteristics has become a wide-
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242 LYONS ET AL.

ly used and effective tool for managing aquatic
resources in North America. The most common
and arguably the best approach to this type of bio-
monitoring involves the family of related indices
known collectively as the index of biotic integrity
orIBI(Fauscheta l . 1990; Simon and Lyons 1995).
The IBI is a multimetric index that rates the ex-
isting structure, composition, and functional or-
ganization of the fish assemblage with regional and
habitat-specific expectations derived from com-
parable high-quality ecosystems. The IBI was
originally developed during the late 1970s and ear-
ly 1980s for small streams in Illinois and Indiana
by Karr and colleagues at the University of Illinois
(Karr 1981; Karr et al. 1986). It has since been
modified successfully for use in many different
types of streams and rivers throughout North
America, and more recently in Europe and Asia
(FauschetaJ. 1984, 1990; Miller etal. 1988; Lyons
et al. 1995; Simon and Lyons 1995).

However, none of the previously developed IBIs
appeared to be appropriate for use in the low-gra-
dient, coldwater (maximum daily mean tempera-
tures usually <22°C) streams of Wisconsin. Most
applications of the IBI have involved "warmwa-
ler" (maximum daily mean temperatures >24°C)
streams and rivers, which tend to have relatively
high fish species richness. Lyons (I992a) provided
evidence that these earlier IBIs are ineffective in
characterizing the biotic integrity of Wisconsin
coldwater streams, which have low fish species
richness. In addition, the few coldwater versions
of the IBI developed for other regions of North
America (summarized in Simon and Lyons 1995)
also appeared to be inappropriate. Most were de-
veloped for high-gradient streams in the moun-
tainous regions of eastern and western North
America. Only one, a combined cold water-warm-
waler version (Steedman 1988) was designed for
low-gradient streams similar to those in Wiscon-
sin. However, Steedman's version did not effec-
tively characterize the relative biotic integrity of
Wisconsin coldwater streams, because many of the
metrics that made up his version were insensitive
to differences in environmental quality among
Wisconsin streams (Lyons, unpublished data).

Coldwater streams are common in Wisconsin
and parts of adjacent states, as well as in eastern
and western North America. They support impor-
tant recreational fisheries and are a highly valued
resource. Thus, an effective IBI would be an im-
portant management tool for Wisconsin coldwater
streams. Such an index would be valuable for iden-
tifying streams with degraded ecosystems that

warrant restoration, designating particularly high-
quality streams for additional protection, classi-
fying streams on the basis of biotic integrity, mon-
itoring streams for changes in ecosystem quality
over time, and assessing responses of streams to
management and other human activities. A cold-
water IBI for Wisconsin would likely also be use-
ful in adjacent states with similar coldwater eco-
systems, and perhaps, with some modification, in
other parts of North America as well.

We describe a new version of the index of biotic
integrity designed for use in Wisconsin coldwater
streams. We first quantify the differences between
warmwaler and coldwater streams in Wisconsin to
demonstrate thai a new coldwaler version of the
IBI is needed. We then use stalewide stream fish
assemblage data collected during the 1970s to
identify appropriate metrics and scoring criteria
and to develop this new index. Finally, we use a
different sel of statewide fish community data col-
lecied during ihe 1990s to lest and validate ihe
index.

Methods
Sources of data.—Mosl of ihe dala used in ihis

paper were collected as part of statewide surveys
of stream fish assemblages and habitat character-
istics conducted during the late 1970s and early
1990s. We also searched the literature and the Wis-
consin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR)
computer dala files for slream siles with infor-
mation about changes in fish assemblages asso-
ciated with improvements or declines in environ-
mental quality.

The 1970s data were collected from 1974 lo
1979 as part of the WDNR fish distribution survey,
in which numerous streams in ihe southern and
western thirds of Wisconsin were sampled (Fago
1988, 1992). During ihe survey, efforts were made
lo capture all species of fish al each sampling sile,
and all captured fish were identified and counted.
However, if more lhan 99 individuals of a species
were caplured al a site, the couni was stopped for
that species.

From the 1970s data set, we selected for anal-
yses 77 sites on 65 streams. Each stream site was
90-180 m long and had been sampled once by a
fisheries biologist who waded upstream (single
pass, no block nets) with a backpack or "stream"
(tow barge) electroshocker (Reynolds 1983; Fago
1988; Lyons and Kanehl 1993) during June, July,
or Augusl. Of ihe 77 sites, 23 (21 streams) were
on "leasl impacted" (based on criteria in Hughes
et al. 1986, 1990) coldwater streams lhal repre-
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BIOTIC INTHGRITY INDKX FOR COLDWATKR STRKAMS 243

sented some of the best water and habitat quality
throughout the sampled areas of the state and that
were formally designated as "exceptional" or
"outstanding" aquatic resources (Wisconsin Ad-
ministrative Code, Natural Resources Chapter
102). The 23 least impacted sites were on first- to
fourth-order streams and had mean widths from
0.7 to 16 m. This si/e range encompasses nearly
all of Wisconsin's coldwater streams (Threinen
and Poff 1963; WDNR 1995). Fish assemblage
characteristics for these 23 sites were used to de-
fine a coldwater stream with high biotic integrity
and to select and calibrate IBI metrics.

The remaining 54 sites were from the Driftless
Area ecoregion (33 sites; 30 streams) in south-
western Wisconsin and the Northern Lakes and
Forests ecoregion (21 sites; 14 streams) in north-
western Wisconsin (Omernik and Gallant 1988),
and were all on either second- or third-order
streams with mean widths from 0.7 to 13 m. Of
these 54 sites, 19 were on marginal coldwater
streams (on the basis of summer water tempera-
tures and habitat and water quali ty) and 35 were
on high-quality, least-impacted warm water streams.
Of the 19 marginal coldwater sites, 14 were from
the Driftless Area ecoregion and were severely de-
graded by siltation, loss of bank-side vegetation,
barnyard runoff, and other forms of non-point
source pollution from intensive agriculture in their
watersheds. Each of these sites was potentially a
high-quality coldwater stream if agricultural non-
point source pollution were to be eliminated. Con-
versely, the remaining five marginal coldwater
sites from the Northern Lakes and Forests ecore-
gion suffered from lit t le environmental degrada-
tion and were perhaps best classified as natural,
high-quality, "coolwater" sites. Lyons (1992a)de-
fined coo I water streams as having maximum sum-
mer daily mean temperatures of 22-24°C and fish
assemblages dominated by designated coolwater
species. Fish community data from the marginal
coldwater and high-quality warm water sites were
contrasted with data from the high-quality cold-
water sites lo help identify those IBI metrics that
best distinguished between coldwater streams with
high and low biotic integrity.

The 1990s data came from an ongoing statewide
WDNR study of the relations between watershed
land-use practices and stream ecosystems. For this
paper, data from 61 sites on 34 different coldwater
streams were used. These sites differed from those
sampled in the 1970s and encompassed a wide
range of environmental conditions from high-qual-
ity "least impacted" (23 sites, 17 streams; all for-

mally designated as exceptional or outstanding
aquatic resources) to moderately degraded (10
sites, 7 streams) to highly degraded (22 sites, 8
streams; note that 3 streams had multiple sites with
different quality levels). Six sites on five streams
were high-quality coolwater. Many of the sites
were sampled more than once between 1990 and
1994 for a total of 117 data points. Sites were
located throughout Wisconsin except in the south-
east where coldwater streams are rare (Threinen
and Poff 1963; WDNR 1980, 1995), and were on
second- to fifth-order streams and ranged in mean
width from 1.5 to 16 m. Sites were 100-360 m
long and were sampled with either two backpack
electroshockers or a single stream electroshocker.
Sampling consisted of a single upstream pass with-
out block nets; previous studies had indicated that
this approach gave a representative sample of the
fish community (Simonson and Lyons 1995). We
attempted to collect all fish observed during sam-
pling, and all captured fish were identified and
counted. Sites were sampled from April through
November, but most were sampled in June, July,
or August. Data on instream habitat quality, water
quality, and watershed land use were also collected
from each site within 2 d of fish sampling. These
data were used to classify each site as "good,"
"fair," or "poor" in environmental quality, or as
"good quality coolwater" on the basis of physical
and chemical characteristics (Lyons I992a; Si-
monson et al. 1994; Lyons et al. 1995).

We also examined the response of coldwater fish
assemblages to changes in stream environmental
quality. Although there are extensive data on re-
sponses of Wisconsin salmonid populations to en-
vironmental degradation or restoration (e.g., Hunt
1988), we found suitable information on fish as-
semblage responses for only one coldwater stream,
Timber Coulee Creek (Vernon County) in the
Driftless Area ecoregion. Fish species data for
Timber Coulee Creek had been collected in 1966,
1976, 1980, and 1994 with the same electrofishing
procedures as for the 1970s and 1990s data sets
(unpublished WDNR file summaries). Timber
Coulee Creek ranges from second to fourth order
and 3-9 m in mean width. Once a high-quality
coldwater stream known for good brown trout fish-
ing (see Appendix for scientific names), by the
mid-1960s Timber Coulee Creek had been de-
graded by agriculture in its watershed, and con-
ditions were such that only a marginal fishery of
stocked trout could be supported (Vetrano 1988).
Beginning in the 1960s and continuing to the pres-
ent, this stream and its tributaries have been sub-
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244 LYONS BT AL

TABLH I . — Metrics considered for inclusion in the cold-
water biotic integrity index.

Number of species metrics
Native species
Darters (Percidae)
Suckers (Catostomidac)
Suntish iCcntrarchidac)
Intolerants

Native stenothcnmil coldwater
Native sienolhermal e<x>lwater
Native coolwater and coldwater
Native and exotic coolwater and

coldwater

Percent of total individuals metrics
Inlolcranls Native stenothermal coldwater
Tolerant* Nat ive stenothernial coolwaler
Invenivorous feeders Nat ive coolwater and coldwater
Omnivorous feeders Native and exotic coldwater
Top carnivorous feeders Native and exotic coolwater and
Simple lithophilic spawners coldwaier

Other metrics
Percent of salmonid individuals that are brook trout
Total tish catch per unit effort

ject to intensive efforts by WDNR and local groups
to improve instream habitat qual i ty and riparian
land-use practices. These efforts have resulted in
gradual but ul t imately major improvements in the
stream ecosystem, and now maximum summer wa-
ter temperatures are much lower and habitat and
water quali ty are considered good to excellent (Ve-
trano 1988, and personal communication).

Data analyses and IB/ development and test-
/ / i#.—All statistical analyses were done with SAS
software (SAS Inst i tute 1990). and differences
were considered significant if a test for equality
yielded a P < 0.05. The 1970s data were used to
develop and calibrate the coldwater IBI. We con-
sidered 22 potential metrics (Table I K 11 of which
were from the Wisconsin warm water IBI (Lyons
I992a) and the rest from existing coolwater or
coldwaier versions of the IBI or suggested by ini-
tial analyses.

We classified species into laxonomic, tolerance,
feeding, spawning, thermal, and origin categories
based on Karr et al. (1986) and Lyons (1992a).
Intolerant species are those that are sensitive to
many types of environmental stress and tend to be
absent in the presence of environmental degra-
dation. Tolerant species are just the opposite, able
to tolerate a wide range of environmental condi-
tions and often common in highly degraded en-
vironments. Invertivores eat primarily benthic and
drifting macroinvertebrates; top carnivores often
eat (as adults) other vertebrates and crayfish; and
omnivores eat a mixture of plant and animal ma-
terial (at least 25% by volume of each type). Sim-
ple lithophilous spawners lay their eggs on clean
gravel or rubble without preparing a nest and do
not provide parental care for eggs or young. Exotic-

species are those that have entered Wisconsin wa-
ters within the last 150 years because of human
activities. In some streams, exotic salmonids and
cyprinids have established self-sustaining, natu-
rally reproducing populations, whereas in other
streams, exotic salmonid populations are main-
tained by stocking. Native salmonids have been
present in Wisconsin since before European set-
tlement; the brook trout is the only native salmonid
currently found in Wisconsin streams (Becker
1983). We also grouped species by summer tem-
perature preferences as eurythermal (wide pref-
erence, although many are not found in the coldest
waters) or as stenothermal (narrow preference)
coldwater (maximum <22°C), coolwater (22-
24°C), or warmwater (>24°C) on the basis of
available laboratory and field data (Coutant 1977;
Becker 1983; Eaton et al. 1995); some of these
thermal designations differed from those in Lyons
(I992a). For the 1970s data, we could not distin-
guish stocked from naturally reproduced (in the
stream) salmonids, so all salmonids captured were
included in the analyses.

Values for each of the 22 metrics were compared
among the three site groupings—high-quality
coldwaier, marginal coldwater, and high-quality
warmwater streams—with an analysis of variance
(ANOVA) and a Tukey studentized range multiple-
comparison lest. To account for potential regional
differences in metric values, a I wo-way ANOVA
was used, with site grouping and ecoregion as main
effects. When appropriate, metric values were
transformed to approximale normalily before anal-
yses. Only sites from the Driftless Area and ihe
Northern Lakes and Forests ecoregions were in-
cluded because of insufficient sample sizes from
olher ecoregions. The Driflless Area and the
Northern Lakes and Forests ecoregions have dif-
ferent warmwater stream fish communities (Lyons
1989, I992a; Poff and Allan 1995). To minimize
confounding effects of differing stream sizes on
results, only second- and third-order slream siles
were analyzed.

The four-step process used to identify the final
IBI metrics was based on crileria in Karr et al.
(1986), Lyons (1992a), and Simon and Lyons
(1995). Our goal was to have metrics that clearly
and consistently distinguished between high-qual-
ity and low-quality coldwater streams, and that
were litlle influenced by slream location in the
state or stream size. The first three steps involved
all of the 1970s sites. First, we retained only met-
rics for which high-quality coldwater stream sites
differed significantly from the other two site
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BIOTIC I N T H G R I T Y I N D K X FOR COLDWATI-R STREAMS 245

groupings in both the Driftless Area and the North-
ern Lakes and Forests ecoregions. Second, for each
of these retained metrics, if differences between
site groupings were small or not biologically
meaningful (e.g., a difference in mean species
number between groups of less than one), or if
differences resulted from one or two "outlier"
sites, then the metric was eliminated. Third, for
each of the remaining metrics, if the differences
among site groupings were not consistent between
the two ecoregions (i.e., significant ecoregion main
effect or site grouping x ecoregion interaction ef-
fect in the ANOVA). then that metric was dropped.
The fourth and final step was based only on data
from the 23 high-quality coldwater streams sites.
Each remaining metric was correlated (Pearson
product-moment correlation) with mean stream
width and stream order, and if there was a signif-
icant relation with either variable, the metric was
dropped.

Scoring criteria for the final coldwater IBI met-
rics were derived from the 23 high-quality cold-
water sites by using standard procedures described
in Karr et al. (1986). Ohio Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (1988), and Simon and Lyons (1995).
For each metric, a frequency distribution of values
was generated, and the values of the 95th percen-
tile (for metrics in which high values indicated
high quali ty) or the 5th percentile (for metrics in
which low values indicated high quality) were
identified. The 95% of the frequency distribution
below or above this value was then divided into
thirds (i.e., the values for the 63rd and 32nd per-
centiles were determined). Values that were greater
than or equal to the 63rd percentile value were
given a score of 20 (good) for metrics in which
high values indicated high quali ty and a score of
0 (poor) for metrics in which high values indicated
low quality. Values between the 63rd and 32nd
percentile values were given a score of 10 (fair),
and values less than or equal to the value for the
32nd percentile were given scores of either 0 or
20, depending on the relation between metric val-
ues and environmental quality.

All 77 of the 1970s sites were then scored for
each of the final metrics. Scores for each metric
were summed to give coldwater IBI scores, which
were then compared among each of the three site
groupings with a one-way ANOVA and Tukey
multiple comparison. On the basis of fish assem-
blage characteristics and IBI scores for each group,
we developed preliminary qualitative ratings and
narrative interpretations of biotic integrity for five
different scoring ranges (excellent to very poor).

The 1990s data were used to test the coldwater
IBI and to explore its variability over time at in-
dividual sites. Index of biotic integrity scores were
calculated for each site and sampling period. We
classified all captured salmonids as either stocked
or naturally reproduced on the basis of their ap-
pearance and the recent stocking history of the
study streams, and included only naturally repro-
duced salmonids in calculations. The four 1990s
site groupings—good, fair, poor, and coolwater—
were compared wi th a one-way ANOVA and Tu-
key mult iple comparison. For this analysis, we
used only the first sampling period per site to avoid
potential bias from including multiple samples
from some sites but not from others. Subsequently,
for those sites with mult iple samples, the range
and standard deviation of IBI scores for all samples
were calculated so that patterns of temporal vari-
ation could be examined. Physical and chemical
characteristics fluctuated from sample to sample
at all sites during the study period, but only those
sites showing no major trends in physical or chem-
ical variables were included in this part of the anal-
ysis. At two sites, Dunlap Creek and Wendt Creek
(Dane County) in the Driftless Area ecoregion.
seven monthly samples were collected during the
open-water period between May and November
1992 and two additional monthly samples were
collected in May and June 1993, providing infor-
mation on within-year variation in IBI scores. At
17 sites ( 1 1 streams), samples were collected dur-
ing the same month in two or more consecutive
years, providing information on between-year
variation. The range and standard error of scores
over time wi th in each site was correlated (Pearson
product-moment) with that site's mean IBI score
to estimate whether the amount of temporal vari-
ation in biotic integrity was related to the relative
level of biolic integrity. The range and standard
error of scores over time were also compared
among poor, fair, and good quality sites by cor-
relation analysis.

Results
Differences between Coldwater and Warmwater
Stream Fish Asxemhlages

Overall, our data and analyses indicate two ma-
jor differences between coldwater and warmwater
stream fish assemblages. First, high-quality cold-
water streams have lower species richness than
comparable high-quality warmwater streams, and
many of the taxonomic groups that are important
in the warmwater streams are rare or absent in the
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246 LYONS ET AL.

TABU- 2.—Numbers of species in five species groups
captured from three types of streams in the Driftless Area
(DRT) and the Northern Lakes and Forests (NLF) ecore-
gions. Within each species group, mean values that are
followed by the same letter arc not significantly different
from each other (P > 0.05).

Stream group
Species
group

and eco-
rcgion

Total natives
DRT
NLF

Darters
DRT
NLF

Suckers
DRT
NLF

Suntishcs
DRT
NLF

Intolerant*
DRT
NLF

High-quality
coldwater

Mean

4.8 /
5.4 /

0.3 /
0.4 /

0.5 /.
0.4 /

0.0 /
0.0 /

1 .5 yx
1.9 x

SD

2.3
4.5

0.5
1.0

0.6
0.5

0.8
0.3

Marginal
coldwater

Mean

7.4 y
9.0 x

l.2y
l.4yx

l .2y
l.2y

O.I /.y
0.0 /

0.8 /
0.6 /

SD

3.2
4.2

1.0
1.7

0.9
0.5

0.4

1.0
0.6

High-quality
warmwaler

Mean

I3.3v
II. 1 w

2.0 w
2.1 xw

l.4y
I.Oy

0.6 x
0.4 yx

l.5yx
1.2y

SD

3.6
5.1

0.8
1.5

0.8
0.6

1.0
0.7

1.6
1.0

coldwater streams. Our ANOVAs indicated sub-
stantial differences in species richness between
warmwater and coldwater stream sites in both the
Driftless Area and the Northern Lakes and Forests
ecoregions. The numbers of total native, darter,
sucker, and sunfish species were significantly high-
er at the high-quality warmwater sites than at the
high-quality coldwater sites for both ecoregions,
but the number of intolerant species was not sig-
nificantly different (Table 2). For each of the five
species groups, numbers of species at high-quality
coldwater sites did not differ between the Driftless
Area and the Northern Lakes and Forests ecore-
gions.

Second, coldwater and warmwater streams re-
spond differently to environmental degradation.
From the literature, it is well documented that most
types of degradation (e.g., habitat destruction, wa-
ter pollution, flow modification) cause a decline in
species richness in warmwater streams, and that
as the degradation increases, the decline in number
of species becomes larger (Karr et al. 1986; Fausch
et al. 1990). Conversely, our analyses suggest that
environmental degradation often results in an in-
crease in species richness in Wisconsin coldwater
streams, and that only the severest types of deg-
radation consistently cause a decline in number of
species. Our ANOVAs demonstrated that mean
numbers of total native, darter, and sucker species
were significantly higher at marginal coldwater

sites than at high-quality coldwater sites (Table 2).
Sunfish species were generally absent from both
types of sites, and the mean number of intolerant
species was significantly greater at high-quality
coldwater sites. Mean numbers in each of the five
species groups al marginal coldwater sites were
either similar to (suckers in both ecoregions, dart-
ers in Northern Lakes and Forests ecoregion) or
significantly lower (remaining species group-
ecoregion combinations) than numbers at high-
quality warmwater sites.

Data from Timber Coulee Creek indicate that
improvements in habitat and water quality have
been associated with a decline in overall species
richness (Figure 1). In 1966, the stream contained
large numbers of eight species of warmwater or
eurythermal minnows, plus the eurythermal white
suckers and northern hog suckers (see Appendix
for tolerance, feeding, and temperature classifi-
cations), the stenothermal coolwater brook stick-
leback, the eurythermal fan tail and johnny darters,
the stenothermal coldwater brown trout (mostly
stocked individuals), and sporadic occurrences of
the stenothermal coolwater American brook lam-
prey and the stenothermal coldwater slimy sculpin.
By 1994, after major improvements in environ-
mental quality, all eight species of minnows,
northern hog suckers, and johnny darters had be-
come rare or disappeared, white sucker occurrence
had been reduced, American brook lampreys and
slimy sculpins were more widespread, and natu-
rally reproduced brown trout had become abun-
dant. Whereas 9-13 species per site had been the
norm in 1966, only 4-6 species per site were ob-
served in 1994.

Development of a Coldwater IBl for Wisconsin
Streams

Our data and analyses provided the following
qualitative description of a coldwater fish assem-
blage with high biotic integrity. This description
helped guide metric selection and scoring criteria
development for our coldwater IBI. High-quality
coldwater streams have few species relative to
comparable high-quality warmwater streams. The
dominant species are salmonids, which are top car-
nivores. The highest integrity sites have mostly
brook trout, an intolerant native species: slightly
lower integrity sites have mainly brown trout, a
more tolerant exotic species, or other exotic sal-
monid species. In addition to salmonids, high-
quality coldwater sites usually have other native
stenothermal coldwater or coolwater species, es-
pecially the intolerant slimy or mottled sculpins.
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FIGURE I.—Changes in total species richness with improved environmental quali ty at several sites in Timber
Coulee Creek, Vernon County. Wisconsin, between 1966 and 1994; modified from Lyons (I992a).

A few native, tolerant, eurythermal species, par-
ticularly the blacknose dace, creek chub, or white
sucker, may be present, but they rarely exceed 20-
25% of total fish numbers. Compared to warm-
water stream fish assemblages (Lyons I992a),
coldwater stream fish assemblages with high biotic
integrity vary relatively little among different eco-
logical regions of the state or among different sizes
of streams.

We have identified five metrics that best char-
acterize the attributes of fish assemblages with
high biotic integrity and the responses of these
assemblages to environmental degradation:

TABLE 3.—Criteria for calculating the coldwater biotic
integrity index. Stocked trout should not be included in
any of the metric calculations. For metric 5. if no salmo-
nids are captured, then the score is /ero.

Crilcria for assigning
scores of:

Metric
20

(good)
10

(fair)
0

(poor)

( 1 ) Number of inloJeranl species
(2) Percent of all individuals

that are tolerant species
(3) Percent of all individuals

that are top carnivore
species

(4) Percent of all individuals
that arc slenothermal
coolwater and coldwater
species (native and exotic)

(5) Percent of salmonid
individuals that are brook
trout

>2
0-5

I
6-22

46-100 15-45

0
23-1 (X)

0-14

86-I00 43-85 0-42

96-1 (X) 5-95 0-4

( 1 ) number of intolerant species,
(2) percent of all individuals that are tolerant

species,
(3) percent of all individuals that are top car-

nivore species,
(4) percent of all individuals that are native or

exotic stenothermal coldwater or coolwater
species, and

(5) percent of salmonid individuals that are
brook trout.

The other 17 potential metrics that we considered
either did not show a consistent difference (most
metrics) between high-quality and low-quality
sites or showed a difference much less dramatic
(number of native stenothermal coldwater species;
number of native stenothermal coldwater and cool-
water species; and percent of total individuals as
intolerant species, omnivorous species, native
stenothermal cold water species, and native steno-
thermal coldwater and coolwater species) than the
differences found for the final five metrics. Scoring
criteria for each of the five metrics selected are
given in Table 3; the sum of the scores for the five
metrics is the overall IBI score. The maximum
possible overall IBI score is 100, indicating ex-
cellent biotic integrity, and the minimum is 0, in-
dicating very poor biotic integrity. Narrative
guidelines for interpreting IBI scores are provided
in Table 4.

The coldwater IBI accurately reflected differ-
ences among the three site groupings for the 1970s
data. High-quality coldwater sites had significantly
higher IBI scores (mean, 67.5) than either marginal
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248 LYONS ET AL.

TABLL 4.—Guidelines for interpreling coldwaler hiolic integrity index ( f B I ) scores, modified from Karr et al. (1986)
and Lyons (1992a).

1BI score Integrity rating Interpretation and fish community attributes

100-90 Kxcellent Comparable to the best situations with the least human disturbance: mottled or slimy
sculpins are usually common; intolerant, native stenothcrmal coolwater species
such as lampreys or redside dace may also be present; brook trout are the primary
top carnivores and are present in good numbers; exotic salrnonids are absent or
uncommon; tolerant species may be present in low to moderate numbers

XO-60 Good Evidence lor some environmental degradation and reduction in biotic integrity: ei-
ther brook trout or sculpins may be uncommon or absent; exotic salmonids often
dominate, keeping the abundance of top carnivores high; tolerant species may be
common but do not dominate

50-30 Fair The stream reach has experienced moderate environmental degradation, and biotic
integrity has been significantly reduced: total species richness is often relatively
high, but intolerant and native .stenothermal coldwaler .species are uncommon or
absent, native stenothermal coolwater species and exotic salmonids may be mod-
erately common, but tolerant eurythermal species or warmwaler species or both
are usually more abundant

20-10 Poor Major environmental degradation has occurred, and biotic integrity has been severe-
ly reduced: total species richness may be relatively high, but intolerant species,
top carnivores, and salmonids are absent: a few native stenothermal coolwater
species such as brassy minnows or brook sticklebacks may persist in low num-
bers; tolerant curythermal species or warmwater species or both dominate

0 or no score Very poor Human disturbance and environmental degradation have decimated the natural cold-
water fish assemblage of the reach: either only warmwater and tolerant species
remain, or fish abundance is so low (<25 individuals captured) that the IBI can-
not be calculated

coldwater (mean, 16.7) or high-quality warmwaler
sites (mean, 15.9) (F = 44.91; P < 0.0001). No
differences in scores were evident between sites
from the Driftless Area ecoregion and sites from
the Northern Lakes and Forests ecoregion (F =
0.68; P = 0.4174).

Validation of the CoUhvater IBI with 1990s
Data

For the 1990s sites, all four of the different en-
vironmental quality groupings (good, fair, and

Poor Cold Fair Cold Good Cold Good Cool
Environmental Quality Grouping

FIGURE 2.—Mean IBI scores and 95% confidence in-
tervals for the four environmental quality groupings for
the sixty-one 1990s sites. All four groupings were sig-
nif ican t ly differenl from each other.

poor coldwater, good coolwater) had significantly
different IBI scores (F = 86.15, P < 0.0001; also
different in Tukey paired tests; Figure 2). Esti-
mates of relative biotic integrity closely matched
the relative rankings of environmental quality on
the basis of physical habitat and water quality for
the three groups of coldwater sites but not for the
single group of coolwater sites. The coldwater
sites that were classified as having good environ-
mental quality had the highest mean IBI score, 67,
with a biotic integrity rating of good based on
criteria in Table 4. Sites in this group that scored
less than 100 points tended to lose points because
of less than optimal relative abundances of brook
trout or of lop carnivores (which includes brook
trout), or a relatively high abundance of tolerant
species. Coldwater sites classified as having fair
environmental quality had the next highest mean
IBI score, 52, with a biotic integrity rating of fair
to good. Sites in this group tended to lose points
because of an absence or low relative abundance
of stenothermal coldwater and coolwater species
and top carnivores, coupled with a high relative
abundance of tolerant species. Coldwater sites
classified as having poor environmental quality
had the lowest mean IBI score, 6, with a biotic
integrity rating of very poor. The five sites clas-
sified as high-quality coolwater had a mean IBI
score of 28, with a biotic integrity rating of only
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BIOTIC INTEGRITY I N D E X FOR COLDWATER STREAMS 249

TABLE 5.—Variation among years in index of biotic integrity (IBI) scores for 17 individual stream sites from the
1990s data set. Numbers in parentheses are our site numbers that distinguish among multiple sites on the same stream.
A blank indicates no data for that year.

IBI score by year

Stream

Bohris Creek ( 1 )
Bohris Creek ( l a )
Dunlap Creek
Eagle Crock ( 1 )
Eagle Creek (3)
Gill Creek
Joos Creek ( 1 )
Joos Creek (3)
Joos Creek (4)
Spring Creek
Story Creek
Timber Coulee Creek
Trout Run Creek
Wendt Creek
Widow Green Creek ( 1 )
Widow Green Creek (2)
Widow Green Creek (3)

County

Buffalo
Buffalo
Dane
Buffalo
Buffalo
Green
Buffalo
Buffalo
Buffalo
Rock
Dane
Vernon
Trempcalcau
Dane
Adams
Adams
Adams

1990 1991 1992

0 20 20
10 20

20
0

0 0 0

0
10
0

10 20 20
0

60
60
0

1993

30

20
0

10
20
0
0
0

40
70
KO
20
0

50
60
0

1994

20

0
0

20
0

10
0
0

50
60
0

Maximum
difference
between

years

30
10
0
0

10
0
0

10
0

40
20
20
20
0

10
0
0

poor to fair. The coolwater sites received relatively
low IBI scores largely because of a high abundance
of tolerant species, a scarcity of top carnivores,
and a low relative abundance of stenothermal cold-
water and coolwater species. All five coolwater
sites had intolerant species, and three had small
numbers of brook trout.

Annual variation in IBI scores was low to mod-
erate within individual sites. Among the 17 sites
with more than 1 year of data, 8 showed no change
in IBI scores among years, 4 showed a maximum
difference of 10 points among years, 3 had a max-
imum difference of 20 points, 1 had a maximum
difference of 30 points, and 1 had a maximum
difference of 40 points (Table 5). For the 2 sites
with differences of 30 or more points and 2 of the
3 sites with differences of 20 points, either the
highest or the lowest score occurred during 1993,
a year with unusually high precipitation and
streamflows for the entire summer. Most fluctua-
tions in scores were the result of changes in the
relative abundance of tolerant species or the pres-
ence or absence of intolerant species. Mean scores
among years for the 17 sites were not significantly
correlated with the range (r = 0.24, P = 0.3443)
or the standard error (r = 0.37, P = 0.1395) of
the scores.

The two sites for which we had multiple samples
within a year also showed relatively low variation
in scores among sampling dates. Wendt Creek,
which had an environmental quality rating of poor,
had an IBI score of 0 and a biotic integrity rating

of very poor for all nine of the monthly samples
in 1992 and 1993. Dunlap Creek, which had an
environmental quality rating of fair, had scores of
20 in May, June, and July 1992, for a biotic in-
tegrity rating of poor, scores of 30 in August, Sep-
tember, and October 1992. for a rating of fair, a
score of 40 in November 1992, again for a rating
of fair, and scores of 20 in May and June 1993,
for a rating of poor. The fluctuations in scores were
caused by changes in the relative abundances of
tolerant species and stenothermal coldwater and
coolwater species.

Discussion
Need for Coldwater Index of Biotic Integrity

We have documented substantial differences be-
tween the fish assemblages of coldwater and
warmwater streams that make the Wisconsin
warmwater IBI (Lyons 1992a) inappropriate for
use in Wisconsin coldwater streams. Several of the
warmwater IBI metrics are based on taxa or func-
tional groups that are rare or absent in high-quality
coldwater streams (darters, suckers, sunfishes), or
that show little relation with the relative environ-
mental quality of coldwater streams (invertivorous
feeders, simple lithophilic spawners). Scoring of
the five species richness metrics in the warmwater
IBI (total native, darters, suckers, sunfishes, in-
tolerants) is based on the assumption that species
richness generally declines with decreasing envi-
ronmental quality. This assumption of a positive
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250 LYONS KT AL.

relation between species richness and biotic integ-
rity underpins all existing versions of the IBI
(Fausch el al. 1990; Simon and Lyons 1995). How-
ever, this assumption does not appear to be valid
in Wisconsin coldwater streams for the total num-
ber of native species or for the number of species
in several large taxonomic groups, although it is
valid for the number of intolerant species. Thus,
a different IBI is needed for Wisconsin coldwater
streams.

We believe that the inherent dissimilarity be-
tween coldwater and warmwater streams in Wis-
consin lies in the different thermal preferences of
Wisconsin fishes. Most Wisconsin fishes are not
adapted to thrive in the cold summer water tem-
peratures that characteri/e high-quality coldwater
streams (Becker 1983; Lyons 1992a). From the
perspective of the entire Wisconsin fish fauna,
coldwater streams, although common, must be
viewed as harsh environments where only a hand-
ful of species can live. Species-rich families such
as the catostomids, centrarchids, and percids have
few or no members adapted for the bioenergetic
and reproductive thermal challenges of coldwater
streams (Hynes 1970). As a result, coldwater
streams have a depauperate fish fauna and lack
many of the taxonomic groups that are important
in the much more species-rich warmwater streams.

The reasons for the differences in fish assem-
blage responses to environmental degradation be-
tween Wisconsin coldwater and warmwater streams
are related to the changes in thermal regions of
these streams after degradation. High-quality cold-
water streams in Wisconsin have relatively low
and fairly stable summer water temperatures,
whereas warmwater streams have warmer and usu-
ally more variable summer temperatures (Threinen
and Poff 1963). Most types of environmental deg-
radation, be they industrial or municipal discharg-
es, channeli/ation, impoundment, or agricultural
or urban development of the watershed, directly
or indirectly increase both the mean and the vari-
ability of summer temperatures in streams, thus
moving degraded streams toward a more warm-
water thermal regime (Hynes 1960, 1970; Warren
1971; Karr and Schlosser 1978). Degradation of
coldwater streams typically makes summer tem-
peratures less suitable for the few coldwater spe-
cies that are present, but more suitable for a larger
number of relatively tolerant eurythermal and
warmwater species. The number of coldwater spe-
cies in the stream may thus decline, but the number
of colonizing eurythermal and warmwater species
will typically increase by a greater amount, leading

to a net increase in species richness. Only when
the degradation becomes so severe that even tol-
erant eurythermal and warmwater species are lost
does total species richness decline (e.g.. Brynild-
son and Mason 1975). Conversely, in high-quality
warmwater streams, many tolerant and intolerant
eurythermal and warmwater species are already
present, and temperature increases caused by en-
vironmental degradation do not open the stream
to colonization by a different thermal guild of fish-
es. Instead, intolerant and relatively sensitive
warmwater species are eliminated by the degra-
dation and not replaced, leading to a net decline
in species richness.

Unless Wisconsin coldwater streams prove to be
unusual, the patterns that we have documented are
likely to hold in other regions as well. It seems
reasonable to assume that the characteristics of
Wisconsin coldwater streams are representative of
coldwater streams in adjacent areas of northern
Michigan, northern, central, and southeastern Min-
nesota, and northeastern Iowa that are part of the
same ecoregions as Wisconsin (Omernik and Gal-
lant 1988). Previous studies have shown strong
similarities in coldwater fish assemblages within
and among these ecoregions in Wisconsin and
Minnesota (Lyons 1989; Poff and Allan 1995). On
a broader geographic scale, the fish assemblages
of high-quality coldwater streams in Wisconsin are
probably comparable to those of high-quality cold-
water streams in other parts of North America and
Europe. Interregional comparisons have shown re-
markable levels of taxonomic and ecological sim-
ilarity in coldwater stream fish faunas between
eastern North America (including Wisconsin),
western North America, and Europe (Moyle and
Herbold 1987). Although the particular species
may differ, coldwater stream fish assemblages
throughout North America and Europe are almost
identical at the family level, having a relatively
species-poor fish assemblage dominated by one or
a few salmonids. one to three sculpin species, per-
haps a stickleback, and a few cyprinids or catos-
tomids.

Although the assemblage structure of Wisconsin
coldwater streams may be broadly representative,
it is unclear whether the apparent response of Wis-
consin coldwater streams to degradation holds true
for coldwater streams in other regions. The in-
crease in species richness that follows degradation
in Wisconsin coldwater streams occurs because of
the presence of a diverse fauna of relatively tol-
erant, stream-dwelling, warmwater species that are
able to easily colonize degraded streams. In many
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parts of western and northern North America, the
warmwater fish fauna is much less diverse than in
Wisconsin (Hocutt and Wiley 1986; Moyle and
Herbold 1987), and many fewer eurythermal and
warmwater species are available to replace lost
coldwater species, possibly resulting in no net in-
crease in species richness with degradation. In Cal-
ifornia coldwater streams, degradation often led to
an increase in overall species richness, but only
because of an increase in the number of exotic
species as the number of native species declined
(Leidy and Fielder 1985; Moyle et al. 1986). Most
of the coloni/ing exotics were warmwater species
introduced from eastern North America. Also, in
more mountainous regions where colonization
from downstream reaches is hindered by rapids or
waterfalls, warmwater species might not replace
coldwater species, and species richness might not
increase after degradation. For example, Leonard
and Orth (1986) did not find an increase in species
richness with degradation for high-gradient, cool-
water streams in the upper New River basin of
West Virginia. Although West Virginia has a di-
verse warmwater fish fauna, waterfalls isolate the
upper New River, resulting in a relatively low
number of warmwater fish species available to col-
onize degraded streams.

Throughout North America, more data are need-
ed on the responses of entire fish assemblages in
coldwater streams to environmental change. Most
previous studies have focused almost solely on
salmonids, with relatively lit t le consideration of
associated nongame species. As an initial hypoth-
esis, we propose that increased fish species rich-
ness in response to degradation is most likely to
occur in coldwater streams with low to moderate
gradients (< 10 m/km; 1 %) that are located in areas
with a relatively rich warmwater fish fauna. In ad-
dition to the upper midwestern areas of Wisconsin,
Michigan, eastern Minnesota, and northeastern
Iowa, these two criteria are met in parts of the
northeastern U.S. and in southern Ontario, Canada.
Documentation and analyses of changes in the
overall species richness and species composition
of coldwater streams after degradation or resto-
ration would be particularly valuable in these geo-
graphic areas. Steedman (1988) did not report an
increase in species richness with degradation in
his study of southern Ontario streams in the To-
ronto area, but most of his highest-quality streams
were coldwater and most of his lowest-quality
streams were warmwater and severely degraded by
urban land uses, so the relation between species
richness and degradation was complicated by in-

herent differences in thermal regime and extreme
differences in environmental quality.

Validity of the Coldwater Index of Biotic
Integrity

The Wisconsin coldwater IBI appears to be a
valid and useful tool for assessing the biotic in-
tegrity and environmental health of Wisconsin
coldwater streams. The biotic integrity ratings de-
rived from IBI scores match independent ratings
of environmental quality based on physical and
chemical conditions for the 1970s data set, from
which the IBI was derived, and more importantly,
for the independent 1990s data set. Coldwater
streams that have good or excellent physical hab-
itat and water quality tend to have high IBI scores,
whereas streams suffering from severe non-point
source pollution and habitat degradation usually
have low IBI scores. Streams intermediate in en-
vironmental quality tend to have intermediate IBI
scores. Temporal variation in IBI scores is gen-
erally low in the absence of significant environ-
mental change, because IBI scores varied by 10
units or less from month to month or year to year
for most 1990s sampling stations. Fluctuations in
scores are undoubtedly caused by a combination
of natural environmental fluctuations and sampling
errors (Lyons I992a).

Temporal variation in IBI scores for Wisconsin
coldwater streams appears to be independent of
the relative level of environmental health or biotic
integrity, as there was no relation between mean
IBI score or environmental quality rating and the
range or standard error in IBI scores over time.
This finding differs from results from warmwater
streams, where temporal variation in IBI scores is
often higher at sites with lower biotic integrity and
poorer environmental quality (Karr et al. 1987;
Rankin and Yoder 1990). Whether this contrast
reflects a real ecological difference between cold-
water and warmwater streams or merely a statis-
tical difference between the two IBLs is unknown.

The Wisconsin coldwater IBI is simpler than the
previously developed warmwater version (Lyons
I992a), reflecting the simpler nature of undegrad-
ed coldwater fish communities in Wisconsin. The
coldwater IBI has 5 metrics versus 12 in the warm-
water IBI, and unlike the warmwater metrics, the
coldwater metrics do not require stream size or
regional adjustments in scoring criteria. Despite
having only five metrics, the coldwater IBI meets
all of the criteria for a valid index of biotic integ-
rity (Fausch et al. 1990; Simon and Lyons 1995):
it has metrics that reflect different attributes of fish
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community structure (number of intolerant spe-
cies), composition (percent tolerant species, cool
and cold water species, and brook trout), and func-
tional organization (percent top carnivores): it has
empirically derived, quant i ta t ive , metric expecta-
tions and scoring criteria that precisely delineate
what constitutes a healthy coldwater stream fish
assemblage; and it accurately portrays differences
in ecosystem health among stream sites throughout
Wisconsin. However, we suspect that, because it
uses only five metrics, the coldwater IBI is prob-
ably less effective than the warmwater IBl in dis-
t inguishing small differences in biotic integrity.

Comparisons of the contributions of the five
metrics to coldwater IBI scores for streams from
different environmental qual i ty groupings suggest
that the metrics have different sensitivities to over-
all levels of environmental degradation. This is
typical of most versions of the IBI and is consid-
ered a strength of the IBI approach to environ-
mental assessment (Kar re t al. 1986. 1987; Fausch
et al. 1990: Simon and Lyons 1995). The most
sensitive metric is the relative abundance of brook
trout, an intolerant, stenothermal coldwater spe-
cies. This metric appears to be useful for distin-
guishing between fair- to good-quality coldwater
sites and rarely scores above zero for poor-quality
sites. The relative abundance of top carnivores
metric, which typically is based mostly on steno-
thermal coldwater salmonids. usually also best
contrasts between fair- and good-quality sites. The
relative abundance of all stenothermal coldwater
and coolwater species and the presence or absence
of intolerant species are metrics of intermediate
sensi t ivi ty and largely distinguish between poor-
and fair-quality sites. The metric for relative abun-
dance of tolerant species appears to be the least
sensitive and does not consistently discriminate
between any of the environmental quali ty group-
ings. This metric is also the most variable over
time. The relative sensitivities of the coldwater
metrics are generally similar to those of compa-
rable metrics from warmwater versions of the IBI,
although in warmwaler versions the metric for the
number of intolerant species is usually highly rath-
er than moderately sensitive (Karret al. 1986). We
do not yet have enough information to determine
whether any of the five metrics are more or less
sensitive to different types, as opposed to levels,
of environmental degradation (e.g., water qual i ty
versus habitat quality changes; see Yoder and Ran-
kin 1995).

Application of the Coldwater Index of Biotic
Integrity

The coldwater IBI is appropriate for use in all
types of coldwater streams throughout Wisconsin.
Successful application hinges on an accurate and
representative sample of the entire fish assemblage
from the stream reach of interest. A previous study
indicates that such a sample can be obtained by a
single careful eleclrofishing upstream pass (Si-
monson and Lyons 1995). One should try to collect
all fish longer than 25 mm total length, and all
captured fish should be identified and counted. No
block nets are needed to isolate the stream reach.
Ideally, the reach should be at least 35 times the
mean stream width (Lyons 1992b), although a
reach as short as 18-20 times the mean width is
usually adequate (Lyons* unpublished data), How-
ever, the minimum length of stream sampled
should never be less than 100 m. Our limited anal-
yses plus results from other studies suggest that
sampling should occur during the summer when
the stream is at base flow, as interpretation of
spring and fall samples may be complicated by
seasonal fish movements and variation in recruit-
ment (Angermeier and Karr 1986; Lyons 1992a;
Meyers et al. 1992).

When a very small number of fish is captured
from a site, the IBI may behave erratically and not
accurately reflect biotic integrity and ecosystem
health. We advise not to calculate the IBl if fewer
than 25 individuals are captured, and instead to
tentatively set the biotic integrity rating at "very
poor" pending additional biomonitoring (Karr et
al. 1986; Lyons 1992a).

Stocked salmonids should not be included in any
of the coldwater IBI metric calculations. The abun-
dance of stocked salmonids largely reflects the ef-
ficiency of hatchery and distribution systems rath-
er than the biotic integrity of the study site, and
inclusion of stocked salmonids wi l l usually inflate
IBI scores. Identification of stocked salmonids is
based on physical appearance and size distribution
in concert with stocking records but is often dif-
ficult. Bear in mind that the coldwater IBI does
not measure the quality of the coldwater fishery
in a stream; a stream with many stocked fish may
support an excellent fishery but may or may not
have high biotic integrity. Indeed, the replacement
of slow-growing native brook trout with faster-
growing exotic brown trout in many Wisconsin
streams may have improved fishing while reducing
biotic integrity.

The coldwater IBI is not appropriate for use in
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either warmwater and coolwater streams. High-
quality warmwater and coolwater streams both
scored low and were rated only fair to poor with
the coldwater IBI. Thus, it is important that the
right version of the IBI be used for the right type
of stream. At present, no IBI version exists for
Wisconsin coolwater streams, which are common
in many parts of Wisconsin, particularly the north.

Management Implications
Our results indicate that a single version of the

IBI wi l l not encompass all types of wadable
streams in Wisconsin. Differences in fish assem-
blages among cold water, coolwater. and warm-
water streams are significant, and a separate ver-
sion of the IBI is needed for each. Although some
of these differences among stream types may be
specific to Wisconsin, others are likely to be more
widespread. Managers and researchers in other
regions with coldwater or coolwater streams must
determine whether existing versions of the IBI,
which have been developed largely from and for
warmwater streams, are appropriate for their cool-
water and coldwater resources. The Wisconsin
coldwater IBI, either in its current form or with
appropriate modification, may well prove useful
for biomonitoring in other parts of North America,
but testing and validation of the index outside of
Wisconsin is necessary before it can be applied
widely.

A common public perception about ecosystems,
created no doubt by misconceptions about the
laudable worldwide effort to preserve natural bio-
diversity, is that higher biodiversity always equals
higher biotic integrity and thus better environ-
mental health. However, our results from Wiscon-
sin coldwater streams demonstrate that sometimes
lower biodiversity indicates better environmental
health. Thus, a management goal of maximizing
fish biodiversity in a Wisconsin coldwater stream
would be misguided, and if implemented, could
reduce biotic integrity. We agree with Angermeier
and Karr (1994) and Lyons et al. (1995) that the
goal of ecosystem management should be to max-
imize biotic integrity rather than biolic diversity.
By definition, promoting biotic integrity wi l l pro-
tect natural levels of biotic diversity, which, as in
the case of coldwater streams, may be inherently
low, or, as in the case of warmwater streams, may
be inherently high. A key to effective ecosystem
management is a detailed understanding of what
a particular ecosystem or community type should
look like in the absence of significant human im-
pacts. Perhaps the greatest value of the index of

biotic integrity to management is that it quantifies
and formalizes this understanding for the partic-
ular ecosystem in question.
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Appendix: Physiological Preference Groups of Selected Wisconsin Fishes

TABLE A.I.—Classification of selected Wisconsin fish species into tolerance, feeding,
and temperature preference groups. For brevity, only slenothermal coolwater and cold-
water and eurythcrmal species that are likely to be encountered in Wisconsin coldwater
streams are listed; many stenothermal warmwater species and lake or large river species
are excluded. For a complete list see Lyons (I992a). Abbreviations for temperature types
are as follows: ECD, exotic stenothermaJ coldwater; ECL, exotic stenothermal coolwatcr;
EEU, exotic curythermal; NCD, native stenothermal coldwaler; NCL, native stenother-
mal coolwater; NEU, native eurythermal.

Common name

Chestnut lamprey
Northern brook lamprey
Southern brook lamprey
Silver lamprey
American brook lamprey
Sea lamprey

Central sioneroller
Largescalc stoncroller
Redside dace
Lake chub
Common carp
Brassy minnow
Common shiner
Pearl dace
Hornyhead chub
Golden shiner
Emerald shiner
Blackchin shiner
Black nose shiner
Spottail shiner
Rosy face shiner
Mimic shiner
Northern redbelly dace
Southern redbelly dace
Finescalc dace
Bluntnose minnow
Fathead minnow

Scientific name

lampreys — Petromyzontidae
Ichthyomyzon caxtaneux
Ichthyomyzon foxxor
Ichthyomyzon gagei
Ichthyomyzon unicuspix
/Mmpetra appendix
Petmmyzon marinus

Minnows— Cyprinidae
Campostoma anomalum
Campoxtoma oligolepis
Clinostomux elongatus
Couesius plumbeus
Cyprinus carpio
Hybognathus hankinxoni
/Mxilux cornutux
Margarixcus margarita
N<n:omix biguttafus
Notemigonus crysoleucas
Notropis athcrimndrx
Notropix heterodon
Notropis heterolepix
Notropix hudxonius
Notropis rubellus
Notropix volucellus
Phoxinux eox
Phoxinux erythrogastfr
Phtfxinux neogaeux
Pimephalex notatux
Pimephaltx promelax

Toler-
ance"

0
O
1
0
T
O
0
0
0
T
0
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
T
T

Feed-
ing1* Temperature

NEU
NCL
NCL
NEU
NCL
ECL

NEU
NEU
NCL
NCL
EEU
NCL
NEU
NCL
NfiU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NCL
NEU
NCL
NEU
NEU
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TABLE A.I.—Continued.

Common name

Blacknose dace
Longnosc dace
Creek chub

Longnose sucker
While sucker
Northern hog sucker
Silver redhorse
Golden redhorse
Shorthead redhorse
Greater redhorse

Black bullhead
Yellow bullhead
Slonecat
Tadpole madtom

Northern pike
Muskellunge

Central mud mm now

Pink salmon
Coho salmon
Rainbow trout
Chinook salmon
Brown trout
Br<x>k trout

Trout-perch

Burbot

Brook stickleback

Mottled sculpin
Slimy sculpin

Rock bass
Green sunh'sh
Pumpkin seed
Bluegill
Smallmouth bass
Largemouth bass

Rainbow darter
Iowa darter
Fantail darter
Least darter
Johnny darter
Banded darter
Yellow perch
Logperch
Blackside darter
Walleye

Scientific name

Rhinn -hthyx atratulux
Rhinichthys i atanu 'lae
Semvtilus atronwculatus

Suckers— Catostomidae
Ctiloxtomux i 'atostomux
Caiostt nnus commerson i
Hypentelium nigricanx
Moxoxtoma anixurum
Moxoxtoma ery thru rum
Moxostoma mm rolepidotum
Moxostoma vtitenciennexi

Bullhead catfishes— Ictaluridae
Ameiurux melax
Ameiurux natalix
Notnnts jftavus
Not nnix gyrinux

Pikes— Esocidae
Eso.\ Indus
Esox maxquinongy

Mudminnows — Umbridae
Umbra limi

TrouLs — Salmonidae
Onrorhynchux gorhuxcha
Oncorhynchus kixutch
Oncorhynchus mykixx
Om •orhynchux txhawytxcha
Salnio tntttti
Salveliniix fontimilix

Trout-perches — Percopsidae
Pen •ttpxix omisconuiycux

Cods— Cadidae
Lt>ui It tin

Sticklebacks— Gaslerosteidae
Culaea incimxtanx

Sculpins— Cottidae
Cot ins hairdi
Col tux cognatux

Sunftshes— Centrarchidae
A mbloplites rupestris
Ij'ptimix cyancllux
I^pomix gihboxus
Lefwniix nun -rtn 'hi nix
MUroptcrux dolomieu
Mil 'ropterns salmoides

Perches — Percidae
Etheoxitwia caeruletim
Etheoxtomn exile
Etheoxtoma flahellare
Etheoxtoma microperca
Elheostoma nig rum
Etheoxtttma zonale
Perra Jiavexcenx
PC re ma caprttdex
Percimi maculaUi
Stizoxtedion vitreum

Tolcr-
ance"

T
O
T

0
T
I
()
O
0
f

0
T
O
O

0
1

T

O
O
O
0
O
1

O

O

O

I
1

1
T
Q
0
1

O

1
1

O
1
0
I
O
O
0
0

Feed-
ing*

_
-
-

-
-
-
-
-
-
-

-
-
-
-

TC
TC

_

TC
TC
TC
TC
TC
TC

-

TC

-

-
-

TC
-
-
-

TC
TC

_
_
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

TC

Temperature

NEU
NEU
NEU

NCD
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU

NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU

NEU
NCL

NEU

ECD
ECD
ECD
ECD
ECD
NCD

NEU

NCL

NCL

NCL
NCD

NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU

NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU
NEU

a Tolerance types: tolerant (T):
h Feeding types: top carnivore

intolerant (I): other (O).
(TC); not top carnivore (-).
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